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The circus is coming to town this weekend and it promises to be horrible. 
The Circus of Horrors celebrates its 21st anniversary as it brings its latest incarnation. The 
Never-ending Nightmare , to the big top on Shepherd's Bush Green on Saturday. 
"The spectacular features an amazing amalgamation of bizarre, brave and beautiful acts 
all woven into an Alice in Horrorland-type story," said a spokesman. 
The show will feature Dr Haze the Undead ringmaster and former tax inspector Hannibal 
Hellmuerto who is now a Guinness World Record sword swallower. The circus will also star 
his wife Anastasia IV, a who performs a bizarre act while suspended only by her hair 
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Under-threat A&E 

is busier than ever 

Unit at centre of NHS closure plan now treating thousands more emergencies 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews. co. uk 

HEALTH chiefs’ plans to shut 
down the A&E at Charing Cross 
Hospital have been hit by new fig¬ 
ures which reveal that the much- 
needed unit is now treating thou¬ 
sands more emergencies than ever 
before. 

Hammersmith & Fulham coun¬ 
cil’s leader Stephen Cowan has 
warned that it would be “danger¬ 
ous” for NHS bosses to continue 
with their bitterly opposed aim of 
closing the current A&E as this 
would put the health of local resi¬ 
dents at risk. 

Official figures show that the un¬ 
der-threat A&E department saw al¬ 
most 500 more patients in Febru¬ 
ary than it did in the same month 
two years ago. 

There were 3,289 people seen by 
the department during the month 
- an increase of 493 on February 
2015. 

“This continues a trend which 
saw patient numbers in each of the 


three preceding months up more 
than a quarter on the position two 
years ago,” said a council 
spokesman. 

“Over the last four months, 
Charing Cross Hospital’s A&E has 
seen 3,000 more patients than in 
the corresponding period two years 
ago - or an average increase of 24 
cases every day.” 

But health chiefs are still trying 
to push forward their plan which 
may see the axing of A&E at both 
Charing Cross and Ealing hospitals 
- and Cllr Cowan is still leading 
the fierce fight against the pro¬ 
posal, arguing that the increasing 
numbers of residents needing 
emergency treatment are not just 
going to vanish. 

“The dedicated staff at Charing 
Cross Hospital continue to deal 
with more patients than ever be¬ 
fore, while the threat of the axe 
hangs over this much-needed re¬ 
source,” said Cllr Cowan. 

“There is no logic at all behind 
the plan to downgrade the hospital, 
and remove its A&E department, 


when figures from the trust show 
that the borough has never needed 
its medical expertise and care 
more than now. 

“This irrational and dangerous 
plan for the future of the NHS in 
the borough seems to expect that 
seriously ill or injured people will 
simply disappear. 

“A&E at Charing Cross Hospital 
is saving lives every day, and any 
plan to close it down puts the 
health of local people at risk, and 
must be stopped.” 

However, Imperial College 
Healthcare NHS Trust continues 
to insist “there have never been 
any plans to close Charing Cross 
Hospital”. 

It adds: “Far from relaunching 
proposals for changes at Charing 
Cross, the North West London Sus¬ 
tainability and Transformation 
Plan made a clear commitment 
that there will be no reduction in 
Charing Cross’s A&E department 
or wider services within the life¬ 
time of the plan that runs until 
April 202L 


“Like the rest of the NHS, we are 
working hard to respond to grow¬ 
ing and changing demand, espe¬ 
cially to support frail and elderly 
patients with a range of health 
problems. 

“We also want to continue to of¬ 
fer the residents of north west Lon¬ 
don the very best in specialist 
health care, as we do, for example, 
at the trust’s dedicated heart-attack 
centre, stroke unit and major 
trauma centre. And this is all 
within the context of increasing fi¬ 
nancial pressure. 

“It’s more important than ever 
that the NHS and local authorities 
work closely together to develop 
better and more integrated ways 
to help local people stay as healthy 
as possible and to get fast access 
to the right care when and where 
they need it. 

“As such, we do believe health 
and care services need to continue 
to change along the lines set out in 
the service strategy for north west 
London, agreed in 2013 following a 
TURN TO PAGE 4 


FREE MENTAL-HEALTH ADVICE FROM DOCTOR TALWAR- SEE PAGE 16 


£50 to attend carnival? 

THE option of ticket-only entry for the Notting 
Hill Carnival is moving closer - raising speculation 
that it could cost between £10 and £50 to at¬ 
tend. 

A new report on the future of the controversial 
carnival has urged Kensington and Chelsea coun¬ 
cillors to investigate whether organisers should 
charge for the first time in the event's 50-year 
history in order to try keep troublemakers away. 

Following widespread outcry over last year's 
event - which saw more than 400 arrests, a series 
of stabbings and medics treating more than 600 
people - an official report has recommended 
that the London Notting Hill Carnival Enterprises 
Trust looks into charging revellers in the future. 

FULL STORY ON PAGE 11 



the curtain fabric factory 
(Chelsea Fabrics) 


PROBABLY THE LARGEST SELECTION OF CURTAIN & 
UPHOLSTERY FABRICS, BLINDS, CURTAIN POLES & 
TRACKS IN WEST LONDON. 


FLTinO 

TOGir 


Never done yoga before? 
Come and give it a try. 

Our knowledgeable and 
nurturing teachers will take 
care of your every need. 
We host a variety of 
traditional and heated 
yoga and Pilates classes 
in Shepherd's Bush. 


Lots of different pricing options 

New Student Special - 
unlimited classes 
for 10 consecutive days for £25 

88 Goldhawk Road, Shepherd’s Bush W12 8HD 

Tel: 020 8746 7191 
Email: info@theflyingyogi.co.uk 
website: www.theflyingyogi.co.uk 


Full making service 
Free measuring & estimates 

236A Nortkend Road, W14 9NU 
0207 386 0008 or 0207 381 1777 
Fax: 0207 381 8879 cfpolytrad@aol.com 

www. curtainf akricf actory. co .td? 
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Nurse’s epic 800-mile bike 
journey in aid of hospital 


A SHEPHERD’S Bush nurse will 
take on the biggest challenge of 
her life as she and a friend cycle 
800 miles from Budapest to Basel 
in aid of the world-renowned 
renal and transplant department 
where she works at Hammer¬ 
smith Hospital. 

Claire Salter and her friend 
Lucy Plumridge will cycle more 
than 50 miles a day for more than 
two weeks in support of Imperial 
College Healthcare Charity, 
which raises money for Hammer¬ 
smith Hospital and four others in 
London. 

Starting on Saturday, the duo 
will head west from Budapest in 
Hungary along the banks of the 
river Danube to Basel, passing 
through Slovakia, Austria, Ger¬ 
many and Switzerland. If the 
cycle challenge wasn’t tough 
enough on its own, the pair will 
also be carrying everything they 
need to eat and sleep with them. 

Claire, a high-dependency 
nurse in the hospital’s renal 
transplant unit, said: “This is def¬ 
initely the biggest thing I’ve ever 
done. People think we’re mad for 
doing this. 

“It’s going to be tonnes of fun 
but really tough. The hardest as¬ 
pect of the challenge will be the 
physical side above anything 
else. But to be honest, we’ll have 
little choice but to carry on 
going.” 

The two friends have chosen to 
cycle an 800-mile stretch of the fa¬ 
mous EuroVelo 6 cycle route 
from west to east, making it even 
harder as this involves a gradual 
ascent all the way to their finish¬ 
ing point. 

Claire, 27, said: “Most people 
tackle the whole of the EuroVelo 
6 route over eight weeks, starting 
in France and heading east. The 
way we’re doing it is unconven¬ 
tional - and unlike most cyclists, 
we won’t have a support team 
around us to carry gear and food. 

“We’ll be loading up our bikes 
with two panniers, sleeping bags 
and a tent for the two of us, aim¬ 
ing for each of us to carry no 
more than around 15kg of gear.” 

The pair will be rising at 
around 4.30am every day in order 
to get back on the road as early as 
possible. But it won’t all be toil 


and hard work as they plan to 
celebrate Claire’s birthday on 
Monday with plenty of cake. 

Claire and Lucy have been 
friends for the last 12 years and 
their “Tour de Slum” - a combi¬ 
nation of their surnames - is the 
latest in a series of grand adven¬ 
tures. 

“We were on our way back 
from the Annapurna Base Camp 
trek in the Himalayas last 
November when we realised we 
didn’t have any more adventures 
to look forward to, which is when 
Lucy suggested doing a cycle tour 
of Europe. I then suggested we 
ride to raise money and aware¬ 
ness of the charity and the renal 
unit’s work,” said Claire. 

“I tend to get bored with typi¬ 
cal holidays, I much prefer going 
on adventures. Even though I’m 
more into my running and Lucy 
is the cyclist between the two of 
us, we’re both really excited 
about taking on this challenge. 

“We are expecting it to be very 
difficult though. We’ll likely be 
cycling into the wind a lot of the 
way but hopefully the weather 
won’t be too cold.” 

Although the two have now 
raised more than £1,100 of their 
£3,000 target, training together 
has been difficult. 

Claire said: “So far we’ve only 
trained together once but we 
have scheduled in a 100-mile 
cycle for the weekend before we 
start where we’ll fully load up 
our bikes to get a real feel for the 
weight of it all. 

“It’s just been hard to sync our 
schedules together - Lucy works 
9am to 5pm and I’m on night 
shifts most of the time until we 
fly to Hungary for the start. 

“Sometimes I’ve cycled to 
Richmond Park, done a few laps 
and then cycled home, which is 
about 30 miles. I’ve also dragged 
my poor dad along with me cy¬ 
cling on a few occasions. He re¬ 
cently told me he would never go 
cycling with me again.” 

For more details about Claire 
and Lucy’s challenge and to spon¬ 
sor them, visit justgiving.com/ 
fundraising/tourdeslum. You can 
follow the progress of Claire and 
Lucy on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram on @tourdeslum. 



Transplant 


Claire Salter 
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Contacting your council 


KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 


Accessible Transport 

0207361 2390 

accessible.transport@rbkc.gov.uk 
Arts & Leisure 
0207361 3003 
artsandleisure@rbkc.gov.uk 
Benefits 
0207361 3006 
benefits@rbkc.gov.uk 
Council Tax 
0207361 3005 


environmentalhealth@rbkc.gov.uk 
Family Information Services 
0207 361 3302fis@rbkc.gov.uk 
Housing 
0207361 3008 
housing@rbkc.gov.uk 
Land Charges 
0207361 3554 
Libraries 
0207361 3010 
information@rbkc.gov.uk 


Parking - permit 
(renewals) 

0207361 3019 
residentparking@rbkc.gov.uk 
Patient Advice 
& Liaison Service 
0208962 4547 
Planning 
0207361 3012 
planning@rbkc.gov.uk 
Registrars 


coundltax@rbkc.gov.uk 

Electoral Services 

Parking - general enquiries 

0207361 3004 

0207361 4100 

chelsea.registeroffice@rbkc.gov.uk 

Adult Services 

Children's Services 

Housing 

waste and rubbish 

0207361 3444 

parking@rbkc.gov.uk 

Streetline 

020 7641 2500 

0207641 4000 

020 7641 1000 

0207641 2000 

elect@rbkc.gov.uk 

Parking - penalty charges 

020 7361 3001 streetline@rbkc.gov.uk 

Libraries 

Planning 

Births, deaths and mar¬ 

General enquiries 

Education 

0207361 4383 

Social Services 

020 7641 6200 

0207641 6500 

riages 

0207641 7000 

0207361 3009 

parking@rbkc.gov.uk 

0207361 3013 

Benefits 

Council Tax 

0207641 7500 

0207641 6000 

education@rbkc.gov.uk 

Parking - permit (new applications) 

socialservices@rbkc.gov.uk 

08000720042 

0845 3023400 

Elections 

Westminster City Hall 

Environmental Health 

0207361 4381 

Tell Us Once 

Parking 

Licensing 

0207641 7500 

64 Victoria Street 

0207361 3002 

residentparking@rbkc.gov.uk 

0207361 3940 

020 78234567 

0207641 6500 

Household recycling, 

London SW1E6QP 


HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 


Adult social care 
0845 313 3935 
Benefits 
0208753 6681 
Cleaner Greener hotline 
020 8753 1100- 

cleaner.greener@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:d 

eaner.greener@lbhf.gov.uk 

Council tax 

0208753 6681 

Electoral services 

0208753 4466 

electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto: 
electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk 
Environment 
0208753 1081 


Family information 
service 

0208753 2450 

fis@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:fis@lbhf.gov.uk 

Housing 

0845 3133935 

Libraries 

020 7361 3610 

libraries@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:li- 
braries@lbhf.gov.uk 
Parking control 
020 7371 5678 

parking@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:park- 
ing@lbhf.gov.uk 
Parking permits 
0208753 6681 


parkingpermits@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:pa 

rkingpermits@lbhf.gov.uk 

Planning 

02087483020 

planning@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:plan- 
ning@lbhf.gov.uk 
Register Office 
0208753 2140 

registeroffice@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:reg- 

isteroffice@lbhf.gov.uk 

Report it 

0208753 1100 

Switchboard 

02087483020 


CITY OF WESTMINSTER 


‘Egg-citing’ events 

A RANGE of what Kensington and 
Chelsea council calls"egg-citing 
events" to inspire young people about 
nature, arts and crafts at Holland Park 
Ecology Centre is running for the 
spring holidays. Eggvents are on offer 
until Thursday and include a magpie 
scavenger hunt, a chance to explore 
the park to find its edible plants, and 
seasonal activities in the wildlife area. 

"A particular favourite will take place 
on Wednesday when children can 
enjoy an Easter egg-stravaganza. The 
egg-stravaganza gives children a 
chance to follow the Easter nature trail, 
learn about animal eggs and nests, fol¬ 
lowed by a chance to decorate their 
own eggs,"said a council spokesman. 

Sessions are aimed at kids aged five 
to 10 and last for two hours. Sessions 
cost £5 with a concession rate of £4.30. 

Bookings are essential. To book or for 
further information, visit rbkc.gov.uk/ 
ecology or email ecology.centre@ 
rbkc.gov.uk. 
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Anyone for real 
tennis? Yes 

please, say kids <2086 


Real tennis was Henry 
Vlll's favourite sport 


CHILDREN at two primary 
schools have taken up King Henry 
VIII’s favourite sport - real tennis 
- in an imaginative partnership 
initiative between Queen’s Club 
and Hammersmith & Fulham 
Council. 

A dozen kids aged 10 to 12 have 
learned a shoal of new words, 
from dedans (a spectator window) 
to tambour (a buttress which de¬ 
flects tennis balls) as they absorb 
the mysteries of the historic game. 

Cllr Sue Fennimore, cabinet 
member for social inclusion, said: 
“The real tennis project at 
Queen’s Club is a fantastic bridge 
between history and sport. 


“It’s a wonderful opportunity 
for pupils to take part in a sport 
that they would not have other¬ 
wise encountered.” 

The Queen’s Club outreach pro¬ 
ject is in its second term of sup¬ 
porting Normand Croft commu¬ 
nity school and Sir John Lillie 
primary in real tennis and 
squash. Twice a week the young 
players have the chance to use the 
club’s famous indoor court, which 
was constructed in 1886 - the year 
of the club’s formation. 

The rare chance to experience 
the unusual sport has also fuelled 
studies of the Tudors in the chil¬ 
dren’s history lessons. 


Backed by the Queen’s Club 
Foundation and The Dedanists 
Foundation, which are jointly 
funding the initiative with the 
Queen’s Club, school PE teachers 
have been accompanying groups 
of young players to the famous 
court. 

Initially the pilot project cov¬ 
ered squash. But now there is no 
stopping the juniors from learning 
the finer points of a game which 
initially gained popularity in Eng¬ 
land in the early 1400s. 

Queen’s Club coaches share 
their skills, with an impact also 
being felt in the classroom. 

“The positive on-court experi¬ 


ences are having a hugely benefi¬ 
cial impact when the children set¬ 
tle down to their lessons on re¬ 
turning to school,” said Victoria 
Kovacs, PE teacher at Normand 
Croft. 

Matt Treweeke, of Sir John Lil¬ 
lie, agreed. “They are gaining con¬ 
fidence which transmits to many 
different areas of their school day. 
Being able to use the facilities at 
Queen’s Club to teach our stu¬ 
dents is a valuable experience.” 

So successful has the project 
been in introducing the young 
pupils to sport that plans are al¬ 
ready being made to extend it be¬ 
yond the summer. 


Prominent builders press 
government on Crossrail 2 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

DOZENS of builders are pressing the govern¬ 
ment to give the green light for Crossrail 2, 
bringing closer the prospect of a station in 
Chelsea. 

Leading figures from homebuilding, prop¬ 
erty industries and housing associations are 
backing mayor of London Sadiq Khan’s cam¬ 
paign and have urged the government to give 
its firm backing to Crossrail 2 and “provide a 
key boost in tackling London’s housing cri¬ 
sis”. 

Although the majority of Chelsea residents 
oppose a Crossrail 2 station in the King’s 
Road, 66 homebuilding and property-industry 
leaders, including Taylor Wimpey, British 
Land and all of the gl5, London’s largest hous¬ 
ing associations, have written to the Chan¬ 
cellor, Transport Secretary and Communities 
Secretary to “show how vital Crossrail 2 is to 
unlock new, good-quality homes and commer¬ 
cial space”. 

The mayor’s spokesman said: “The indus¬ 
try leaders say the new railway would trans¬ 
form transport capacity and connectivity for 
underdeveloped areas of the capital. 

“This will give housebuilders the certainty 
they need to accelerate the development of 
up to 200,000 new homes urgently needed to 
help address the housing shortage across Lon¬ 
don and the South East. 

“The signatories urged the government to 
give the green light to the scheme without 
delay, so they can seize the opportunities to 
develop housing and commercial space in ar¬ 


eas opened up by improved transport capac¬ 
ity.” 

The letter comes as the Westminster Prop¬ 
erty Association (WPA) also called on the gov¬ 
ernment to back Crossrail 2 with the publi¬ 
cation of a report setting out how 
private-sector investment could be max¬ 
imised to help recoup the project’s costs. 

Tony Pidgley, chairman of Berkeley Group, 
said: “Crossrail 2 is a fantastic opportunity 
to improve London and the South East’s in¬ 
frastructure, and will help us build the homes 
this region desperately needs. 

“It will unlock areas of huge potential. 
Crossrail 2 is the only scheme that can make 
a significant difference to the South East’s 
housing stock - and the government must 
not delay.” 

Stephen Howlett, Peabody chief executive, 
said: “The right transport infrastructure is 
essential if we are to boost the supply of des¬ 
perately needed new homes in the capital. 

“Crossrail 1 and the extension of the Dock¬ 
lands Light Railway will unlock 20,000 new 
homes at Thamesmead in south east London - 
and Crossrail 2 would have a similarly trans¬ 
formative effect across London. 

“As well as boosting housing supply, Cross¬ 
rail 2 will create jobs and drive London’s 
economy. We hope the project will get the go- 
ahead in the very near future. “ 

Craig McWilliam, chief executive of 
Grosvenor Britain & Ireland, said: 
“Grosvenor is in the heart of the West End, 
transforming its London estate. The West End 
needs to work harder for its communities and 
all Londoners with new investment. 


“The case for Crossrail 2 is strong, the ben¬ 
efits are national and the opportunity should 
be taken. 

“With it, private-sector investment would 
follow, delivering new homes, new jobs and 
the best public spaces.” 

Melanie Leech, chief executive of the 
British Property Federation, said: “Crossrail 
2 will stimulate regeneration up and down 
its route from the Solent to the Wash, opening 
sites for new housing and employment. 

“A swift decision from government on 
Crossrail 2 would provide a vote of confidence 
for our industry as we support most, if not 
all, UK economic activity, through our provi¬ 
sion of homes, offices and commercial space.” 

Mr Khan said: “It’s no secret that London 
and the South East need new homes, and the 
government can clearly show its long-term 
commitment to tackling the housing crisis 
by backing Crossrail 2. 

“Key homebuilding and property leaders 
are clear that this vital project will unlock 
areas across the region and bring up to 200,000 
new homes where they are desperately 
needed. 

“It’s time for the government to take note 
of the huge transport, economic and housing 
benefits, and give us the go-ahead to 
progress.” 

Last month more than 70 business leaders 
hailed the infrastructure project as being of 
national importance. It will support 200,000 
jobs, and generate 60,000 supply-chain jobs 
across the UK, including 18,000 apprentices, 
boosting the national economy by up to £150 
billion. 


Snarl-up concerns 
prompt early warning 
over racing cyclists 



KENSINGTON and Chelsea council chiefs are so 
worried that residents may get snarled up in a 
forthcoming cycling race that they are giving mo¬ 
torists a 16-week warning to get out of the way. 

Prudential RideLondon returns to the royal bor¬ 
ough's streets on Sunday July 30 - and councillors 
are already flagging it up to drivers who may get 
caught up in road closures. 

"The annual mass-participation cycling event 
will once again attract many thousands of ama¬ 
teur and professional cyclists to the streets of 
London and Surrey"said a council spokesman. 

"While a great spectacle and exciting challenge 
for those taking part, many of whom are riding 
to raise money for good causes, the event does 
cause major disruption to roads and public trans¬ 
port. 

"Residents, community groups and businesses 
planning any activities on Sunday July 30 need 
to be aware that there will be significant traffic 
disruption in the borough. 

"Last year, roads in Kensington and Chelsea 
were closed from 5am and reopened at about 
8pm." 

Final details of timings and road closures for 
this year's event are not confirmed but the route 
is likely to be the same as last year which will 
mean the following roads will be closed: Knights- 
bridge, Brompton Road, Cromwell Road, King's 
Road, Ashburnham Road, Cremorne Road, 
Cheyne Walk and Chelsea Embankment 

The spokesman said: "Other local roads will 
also be affected and have restricted access. It is 
expected there will be additional disruption this 
year as a result of ongoing gas works on Fulham 
Road between Beaufort Street and Edith Grove. 

"This work cannot be suspended on the day of 
the event. However, the council is working closely 
with National Grid and TfL on plans to help min¬ 
imise the level of disruption. 

"As the route for the event goes through East, 
Central and West London before heading out to 
Surrey it requires more than 100 miles of road to 
be closed which will have a major impact on get¬ 
ting around the capital. 

"If you are planning any special events such as 
a wedding, or making a journey to or from an air¬ 
port, it will be advisable to plan ahead. 

"The event organisers also have a helpdesk 
which can be contacted for more information on 
0345 894 9773 or you can email helpdesk@ 
ridelondon.co.uk." 

Cllr Tim Coleridge, the royal borough's cabinet 
member for transport, said:"Prudential RideLon¬ 
don is really growing in popularity. It's a huge 
event involving thousands of cyclists of all abili¬ 
ties. 

"With so many roads closed across London and 
the borough, the best way to minimise disruption 
is to put the date in your diary and plan ahead. 

"I would urge any residents or community 
groups who have other plans on Sunday July 30 
to check the event organiser and TfL's websites 
for the latest information." 

More details can be found on the organiser's 
website prudentialridelondon.co.uk. 


LETTINGS 8% SALES 1% 


VENDORS LANDLORDS TENANTS 
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Housing fraud 


S OMETIMES I wonder where some 
newspapers would be if they 
didn't have a regular flow of sto¬ 
ries about the mindboggling 
cost of housing in Kensington 
and Chelsea. You know the sort 
of thing - a rich and famous person buys a 
huge house costing the GDP of a medium¬ 
sized country. 

Or perhaps you will recall stories about 
tiny garages that sell for an amount of 
money that would supposedly buy a whole 
street in a northern city. 

It's all par for the course and the cost of 
buying a home, or indeed renting, in the 
royal borough can be enormous. 

But something that can be forgotten in 
this house-price frenzy is that about a quar¬ 
ter of households in the borough live in so¬ 
cial housing. 

That is homes managed by the Kensing¬ 
ton & Chelsea Tenant Management Organis¬ 
ation or housing associations. 

The rents for these homes are set at af¬ 
fordable levels and mean that we have a 
good mix of people. 

Social housing is an important resource 
and one that must be protected and used 
properly. 

Unfortunately, some people seem to think 
that it's a way to make a fast buck. 

I'm talking here about people who man¬ 
age to secure this precious social housing, in 
a very desirable part of London, and then 
sublet it at the local market rent which is 
much, much higher than social rent. 

In the last couple of weeks a woman was 
given a nine-month suspended sentence 
after she pleaded guilty to subletting a coun¬ 
cil property on Old Brompton Road. 

Suspicions that all was not right were 
aroused when officers from the KCTMO vis¬ 
ited the property. 

They reported their concerns to the coun- 


NEWS 
FROM 
NICK 

Leader of Kensington and Chelsea 
council, Nick Paget-Brown, writes for you 


cil's fraud team and they decided to take a 
close look themselves. 

When our fraud officers visited the prop¬ 
erty they found another family living there. 
So we had a situation where, between July 
2013 and March 2015, a woman was paying 
£12,849 in rent to the council while collect¬ 
ing £29,295 in rent from the people to whom 
she was subletting. 

Easy money for her - but taken from the 
public purse and completely illegal. 

She now has a criminal record and has re¬ 
linquished the keys to the Old Brompton 
Street property. According to the judge it 
was only her previous good character and 
early guilty plea that kept her out of prison. 

We're not quite finished with our former 
tenant just yet though and will look to re¬ 
cover money from her by a proceeds-of- 
crime confiscation hearing. 

Subletting deprives people who gen¬ 
uinely need social housing of a home and we 
are always on the lookout for any sign that a 
property is being misused. 

We often act on information received by 
neighbours, members of the public or other 
statutory authorities. 

You can help be our eyes and ears. If you 
have any reason to believe that social hous¬ 
ing is being abused, please contact our fraud 
team - the officers will take it from there. 

You can get in touch by calling 020 7361 
2777 or emailing investigations@rbkc.gov. 
uk. 



To contact the leader of the council, Cllr Nick Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 



Fish Bowl 

ltd 



PET SUPPLIES 


• Leading Brand Pet Foods 
Royal Canin and 
James Wellbeloved 


• Pet Accessories 


• 65 Cold Water and 
Marine Fish Tanks 


• Stockist for Juwel Fish 
Tanks 


• Tropical Fish 

• Reptiles 


Opening Times 


Sunday: 

Monday: 

Tuesday: 

Wednesday: 

Thursdays 

Friday: 

Saturday: 


CLOSED 

l(KX)am * 600pm 
1000am - 600pm 
lOOOem - 6D0pm 
CLOSED 

1000am - 6 00pm 
1000am - 6 00pm 


020 7385 6005 



£50 to attend carnival? 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Ticketing of London’s previously free New Year’s 
Eve fireworks was introduced by City Hall in 2014 in 
order to protect public safety as the crowds had 
grown too large for emergency services and authori¬ 
ties to handle. Last year, 110,000 people from 100 
countries paid £10 a head to see the 15-minute fire¬ 
works display. It is understood that the trust will 
now investigate the advantages of ticketing and the 
thorny problem of, if to charge, how much to charge. 

One advantage of ticketing the carnival is that it 
would be likely to significantly reduce the numbers 
attending the two-day event and it would hopefully 
deter gangs of youths who come from other bor¬ 
oughs in order to cause trouble. 

Clearly, the more that is charged for a ticket the 
fewer people would attend. But the trust and the 
council have to balance safety calls against the de¬ 
mands of the royal borough’s residents who are 
likely to resist being charged for an ostensibly com¬ 
munity event on their own doorstep. 

It is understood that one option would be for 
RBKC residents to be issued with a free pass for the 
carnival but “outsiders” would be charged. 

A key problem facing the trust is the price of a 
ticket; would a £10 ticket - in line with the NYE fire¬ 
works - be sufficient to reduce the size of the carni¬ 
val crowds in any great numbers? 

It is believed that organisers will now study ticket 
prices for other large crowd events in the royal bor¬ 
ough, like the Chelsea Flower Show where public 
entry tickets cost between £35 and £63. 

If the trust was to take an average price from the 
flower-show example and charge £50 for the carni¬ 
val, that option could dramatically lessen the num¬ 
ber of people attending, possibly even halve the 
current numbers. But even if free passes were given 
to all of RBKC’s 150,000 residents, a total crowd of 
350,000 “outsiders” paying £50 would raise £17.5 mil¬ 
lion - sufficient to more than cover the £6 million 
bill for policing the event. 

However, a move to reduce the size of the crowds 
through commercial ticketing could also majorly 
dent the revenue from the carnival, which is esti¬ 
mated to currently bring up to £93 million to the 
local economy. But covering the cost of the carnival 
is now an issue as this is the last year of the coun¬ 
cil’s current funding agreement - which under¬ 
writes the street party by £500,000. 

The report states: “The council is now in the final 
year of its current funding agreement with the trust 
and discussions about the future scope of this agree¬ 
ment have begun. The funding agreement continues 
to provide financial stability to allow forward plan- 
— ning, both operationally and financially.” 

It adds: “The trust’s future business model re¬ 
lies on generating income and explores a wide 
range of options, considering any proposal put 
forward for a safer and financially sustainable 
carnival. The trust agrees that above all the 
event requires the support of an event-manage¬ 
ment company.” 


The report says an event-management company 
would allow the trust to have: 

• a clear event organiser who takes responsibility 
for the planning and management of the event; 

• improved event planning, allowing greater respon¬ 
sibility and liability for the event to be managed by 
the company; 

• better internal and external communication sys¬ 
tems that can deal with the current negative narra¬ 
tive attached to the carnival; 

• improved internal audit procedures to manage 
health and safety, effective financial controls and ac¬ 
countability for the use of public funds; 

• more effective engagement with sponsors and po¬ 
tential business partners; 

• better management of contractors, allowing for ef¬ 
fective use of resources and a more efficient opera¬ 
tion throughout the course of the weekend; 

• more effective influence over performance units 
and artists taking part in the event, ensuring that 
the nature of their participation is appropriate for 
the event nature and venue; 

• a decreasing reliance on the support of public 
agencies, both in terms of grant funding and service 
provision; 

• a reduction in the amount of policing needed to 
manage the event and closer and more effective liai¬ 
son with law-enforcement agencies to influence re¬ 
ductions in crime and disorder; 

• funds available to fulfil its role of improving and 
developing the artistic experience of the carnival. 

But the report warns: “Any event-management 
company would come at a significant cost, which the 
trust has no way of subsidising currently. Consider¬ 
ation about how an event-management position will 
be funded must be given by the strategic partners 
and the trust.” 

The report suggests that organisers could investi¬ 
gate sponsorship as a source of funding - for exam¬ 
ple a “Coca Cola Carnival” - or taking on the hiring 
out of pitches for stalls to traders along the carnival 
route. 

“There is an opportunity for the trust to develop a 
sponsorship strategy; however, it acknowledges that 
opportunities will be limited until a full structure is 
in place,” says the report. 

“Currently the council facilitates, sells and moni¬ 
tors street-trading pitches across the carnival foot¬ 
print, both in the royal borough and in Westminster. 
The council could sell these pitches to the trust. The 
trust could then operate their own concessions or 
sell on to commercial partners.” 

The report concludes: “It is important to explore 
all income opportunities, as they support the carni¬ 
val becoming sustainable and in future could reduce 
the impact on the public purse. 

“It (the trust) acknowledges that research on the 
feasibility of these opportunities needs to be put for¬ 
ward. However, such proposals are encouraging. 

“The trust’s plans highlight the pitfalls of the cur¬ 
rent structure and offer a way forward, acknowledg¬ 
ing that both the governance and operations need to 
change to secure external funding.” 


Cleaning our air 

L ONDON'S air needs cleaning up so that our 
health and wellbeing can improve. Air 
quality in London and Kensington and 
Chelsea has not improved since 2005. It's a 
situation which kills 9,000 Londoners 
prematurely each year and causes chest and 
respiratory difficulties for two million more, many of 
whom are young children and babies. In RBKC, 
carbon emissions have increased by eight per cent 
since 2005 while they have decreased by an average 
of 18.8 per cent elsewhere in London. 

Some of the most dangerously polluted and 
unhealthy roads in the UK and Europe, the Cromwell 
Road and the Westway, are to be found in the royal 
borough. Engines which run on diesel contribute 
significantly to this situation by increasing levels of 
nitrogen dioxide in our environment. This goes 
beyond simply motor vehicles on the road. Diesel 
trains passing through RBKC, like the Paddington 
Line which bisects my own Dalgarno ward, also 
contribute. So does the use of diesel-powered 
electricity generators on the numerous construction 
sites across K&C. 

Now the Labour mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has 
announced much-needed, tough measures to reduce 
our air pollution. From this October, an extra £10 
toxicity charge, or T-Charge, will be applied to the 
most polluting vehicles entering the present 
congestion zone. From April 2019 the same vehicles 
will have to pay an additional £12.50 to enter the 
planned ULEZ or ultra-low emission zone. Sadiq is 
also investing £300 million to phase out pure diesel 
buses by 2018 and introduce 12 low-emission bus 
zones. These zones are expected to reduce emissions 
of nitrogen dioxide by 84 per cent. 

These measures are in addition to Sadiq's plans to 
protect schools in the most polluted parts of London 
which were announced in January this year. Under 
this scheme the mayor is investing £1 billion in 
working with local authorities to improve our 
children's health. Sadiq's vision of healthy streets for 
London aims to get us out of our cars and walking 
and cycling more. It's a vision that will improve the 
health and wellbeing of all us living in the city. 


AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW 



n m/ _ 

BY RBKC LABOUR COUNCILLOR 

ROBERT THOMPSON 


The Conservative government needs to step up to 
Sadiq's pace if we are to significantly impact the 
environmental and public-health crises caused by 
our dirty air. Theresa May swiftly needs to introduce 
a national diesel scrappage fund to incentivise us to 
move away from its usage. 

Our own Conservative council should be doing 
more too. The Labour group has been consistently 
calling for stronger measures to tackle air pollution. 
We believe in living streets and active people. 

It's a vision which connects the strong 
environmental and public-health gains for all of us. 
The least polluting forms of transport, cycling and 
walking, should be prioritised. Our roads need to be 
redesigned and a 20mph speed limit introduced to 
allow this transition. Installing more green roofs and 
screens is also essential to target the most polluted 
areas and help the most vulnerable. 

Both nationally and locally, Conservative 
administrations need to take air pollution and our 
health as seriously as does our Labour mayor. 
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/^WARNING PRICES TOD LOW!! | 

MASSIVE £1.000.000 

STOCK CLEARANCE ZONE 

WE HAVE SMASHED THE PRICES ON HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF SUITES, SOFAS, 
ARMCHAIRS, DINING SETS, BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


[pus] UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT ( 


PRICED 

TOGO! 

once 
they’re 
gone, 
they’re 
gone! 




SUBJECT 1 
TO STATUS 



MARBLE COMPOSITE 
HEAVY DINING TABLE & 
6 FAUX LEATHER CHAIRS 
IN GREY & BLACK 
WAS £1695-SAVE £1000 

now £695 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 


TRIO BEDROOM SUITE DOUBLE ROBE, 
4 DRAWER CHEST & BEDSIDE 
ASSORTED 
COLOURS 



BELUSSIMO SWIVEL RECLINER 
CHAIR & FOOT STOOL 
IN FABRIC & LEATHER 




WAS £299 
NOW 

£199 


SOLID FARMHOUSE OAK 
REFECTORY DINING TABLE & 6 
LEATHER HIGH BACK CHAIRS 
WAS £1595 
SAVE £1000 
NOW 

£595 

GUVNOR CORNER 
SUITE IN 
BURGUNDY 
DISPLAY MODEL 
TO CLEAR 
WAS £2215 

now £899 

LEATHER & FABRIC RECUNER CHAIRS 
UPT0 70% OFF DISPLAY MODELS 
EG. GUVNOR RECLINER 
IN WINE 

WAS £999 
NOW 

£299 


SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 


0 


% 

APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 
Total payable = £1000 


n in*- 


0 


% 

APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


LOUIS FRENCH BEDROOM UPTO 
FURNITURE IN IVORY, cn0 / ACC 
SILVER & BLACK DUTo UlT 


Available on many sale items. Exclusions apply. See instore for details. 


SPECIAL OFFER THIS WEEK! 

FREE HEADBOARD 

WORTH UP TO £99 
WHEN YOU BUY ANY 
DIVAN BED!! 

(choice of faux leather, 
velour or crushed velvet - 
while stocks last!) 


SOLID OAK TRIPLE WARDROBE 
DISPLAY 
MODEL 
TO CLEAR 
WAS £1249 
NOW 

£589 





50% OFF 

MIRRORED BEDROOM 
FURNITURE 
EG. DRESSING TABLE 
WAS £329 

now £149 


SOLID OAK 2 DRAWER BEDSIDE 
DISPLAY 
MODELS 
TO CLEAR 
WAS £199 
NOW 



£69 



FRANCESCA BRITISH MADE 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS 
BLACK BROWN LEATHER OR TAN FABRIC 

WAS 
£1299 
NOW 

£599 

THE PAIR!! 




IMPERIAL DOUBLE NICKEL FINISH 
BEDFRAME WITH EXTRA FIRM 
ORTHO MATTRESS 

* * WAS £799 

NOW 

£399 



HUNDREDS OF METAL FRAME HEADBOARDS 
IN WHITE, BLACK SILVER & PINK 
SINGLE WAS £49 NOW £9 
DOUBLE WAS £79 NOW £19 
KING WAS £99 NOW £25 


f 



ACCENT 
CHAIRS 
VARIOUS 
COLOURS 
WAS £199 
NOW FROM 

£39 


CLASSIC WING CHAIRS IN 
STUNNING REGENCY 
DAMASKS, 
FLATWEAVES 
& VELOURS 
WAS £499 
■ NOW FROM 

> T 7 £149 


LA-Z-BOY EXTRA LARGE ALL LEATHER CORNER SUITE IN BURGUNDY 

WAS £2995 
DISPLAY 
MODEL 
TO CLEAR 



PLUS...UP TO 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS 

Huge range of 
mirrors, bar stools, 
lamps, pictures, 
coffee tables etc. 


m 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MATT FROM £39 

DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 

KING MATT FROM £79 


coffee tables etc. | 

FOR THE BEST DEALS IN LONDON, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR NEW SHEPHERD’S BUSH SHOWROOM 


OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT - 10AM-7PM 
SUNDAY - 11AM-5PM 


VISA 



Maestro 


NSP = Normal selling price. Pictures for guidance only 


B 



c 


FURNITURE FACTORY 

OUTLET STORE 


WE ARE EASY TO FIND... OPPOSITE WESTFIELD SHOPPING CENTRE & 
SHEPHERD’S BUSH TUBE STATION, NEXT TO IBIS HOTEL, TO THE REAR OF 
ARGOS & NATWEST BANK, OPPOSITE BUSH DOCTORS AND WILLIAM HILL. 

UNITS 4-9, THE LINKS, WEST 12 SHOPPING CENTRE, 
SHEPHERD’S BUSH W12 8PP 

TEL: 020 8811 8111 



WESTFIELD 
SHOPPING CENTRE 


BUSH | I bus I 

ILJJdepot 


SHEPHERD’S BUSH 
GREEN 



VUE CINEMA 
& WEST 12 
ENTRANCE 


BUSH DOCTORS 


] | JJB 
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Musicians join forces 
to help the homeless 

MUSICIANS Against Homelessness have launched their 
2017 campaign to raise money for homeless charity Crisis. 

Rock and pop stars including Shaun Ryder and Cast are 
backing the cause, which looks set to have an even bigger 
impact this year. 

Former Oasis guru Alan McGee launched the campaign 
in 2016. It was publicly supported by celebrities such as Lily 
Allen, Liam Gallagher and Irvine Welsh. More than 500 
bands played more than 100 MAH benefit gigs around the 
UK. 

But Alan expects even more bands and household names 
to get behind this year’s drive which coincides with the 50th 
anniversary of Crisis. 

He said: “Last year the response was incredible but more 
people know about us now. We are getting people talking 
and taking action on homelessness in the best way we know 
how - through music and community. 

“This problem will not go away. Statistics show a signifi¬ 
cant rise in the people sleeping rough on British streets - 
4,134 in January in England alone - which is an absolute 
disgrace.” 

Happy Mondays and Black Grape star Shaun said: “To see 
so many people in this day and age homeless and hungry is 
unbelievable. This is not Victorian Britain. 

“As usual it’s the people who are not in a position to 
speak for themselves or be heard who get left behind and ig¬ 
nored. 

“It’s become so common to see homeless people on the 
streets that maybe it’s not a shock when you walk past. Or 
maybe it’s so shocking that you have to look away, and try 
not to think about it. 

“The sad thing is it’s not the public’s problem - but 
they’re the ones most likely to help the homeless than any¬ 
one in government. If I found myself in a desperate and vul¬ 
nerable position where I’d have to trust the decisions being 
made in Parliament, I’d be seriously worried.” 

Alan said: “The homeless situation in the UK is sickening 
and shocking but there is a growing awareness of the des¬ 
peration people at the bottom have to endure, thanks to Ken 
Loach’s film I Daniel Blake and the musicians who back us. 

“The safety nets people have relied on are slowly and con¬ 
sistently being taken away. Cuts to benefits and unfair sanc¬ 
tions are callously putting the most vulnerable at risk of 
homelessness. 

“I know people who have jobs but have to couch-surf be¬ 
cause they can’t afford to rent or get on the housing ladder.” 

This year’s MAH gigs will run throughout September. 

Alan said: “Music brings us together regardless of politics 
or social standing. It’s a great leveller and a vital tool for 
change. The Homelessness Reduction Bill is a step in the 
right direction. But without the necessary funding to enable 
local councils to prevent homelessness it will be ineffec¬ 
tive.” 

To apply to play, host or organise a MAH gig visit Musi¬ 
cians Against Homelessness on Facebook - facebook.com/ 
mahgigs. 


Points of view 


Have 
your say 


Drinks spiked 

LIKE your correspondent 
Issy MacLennan, I too have 
endured the frightening 
experience of having my 
drink spiked. 

It was an experience 
made the more terrifying 
because I had no 
recollection at all of what 
happened to me between my 
last memories in a club and 
waking up the next morning 
home in bed. I shudder to 
think what could have 
happened to me. 

I have no idea what sort 
of person thinks it is 
“funny” or “clever” to spike 
somebody else’s drink. I 
imagine that the sort of 
yobbos that do this have 
half an eye on taking sexual 
advantage of their victim 
because they are not man 
enough to get a partner 
without drugging one. 

That aside, I also wonder 
if the perpetrators of this 
wickedness are aware that 
spiking a drink for 
whatever reason is a major 
crime and can result in 
anyone found guilty of it 
facing a maximum of 10 
years in prison. 

Of course, catching the 
perpetrator is quite another 
thing. But should the 
illegality of this action and 
the possible dire 
consequences now be a 
lesson that is taught in all 
schools? Boys especially 
need to be instructed from 
an early age that it is wrong 
to treat women in this way. 

I would also like to see 
the powers that be taking 
much tougher action 
against those who 
manufacture and sell such 
date -ape drugs as GHB. As 
present this very dangerous 
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Newmarket 


Holidays 



Canada’s Maple Leaf Trail 

8 days from £1179 Flying from London Gatwick, 12 
September & 10 October 2017 
An unforgettable eight day adventure. 

Tour highlights 

y/ Gaze in awe at Niagara Falls 
y'' Discover waterfront Toronto 

Leisurely stays in Niagara Falls and Montreal 
Travel the ‘Maple Leaf Trail’ 
y/ Explore Victorian Ottawa 
S Journey into Quebec 

Stay in stylish, sophisticated Montreal 
y/ UNESCO-listed Quebec City 
y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 
yf Six nights’ room-only touring hotel accommodation, 
return flights and transfers 

*Pay by monthly Direct Debit for your holiday, please call to set this up. Not 
available online. Low deposit ends 30 Apr & may be withdrawn any time 


Call 0330 160 7747 quote SLP 
Visit www.newmarket.travel/slpl5016 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA 
V7812. AT0L protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single l&ABTA 
supplements apply Standard phone charges _ TTTiwi.hcnfid.nce 
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£ Newmarket 


I Holidays 



Croatian Island Cruise on 
board MS Mendula 

8 days from £1499 Flying direct from an airport near 
you, 10 June, 1,8,15,29 July, 5,12,19,26 August, 2 & 

9 September 2017 

Island hop along the Croatian Coast. 

Tour highlights 

Join MS Mendula in Dubrovnik 
S Cruise through Elaphiti Isles 
Visit Scedro and chic Hvar 

S Guided tours of Hvar, Split, Korcula and Dubrovnik 
S Breakfast each day, five lunches and two evening 
meals, including the Captain’s Dinner 
yf Seven nights’ accommodation on board MS Mendula 
in a lower deck cabin (upgrade cabins are available at 
a supplement), return flights and transfers & London 
Gatwick & & & London Gatwick & London Luton & & & 
London Gatwick & & & London Gatwick & London Luton 
& London Stansted 


Call 0330 160 7747 quote SLP 
Visit www.newmarket.travel/slpl7878 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA 
V7812. AT0L protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single llABTA 
supplements apply Standard phone charges 



Our story last week about blind pup Bea prompted reader Peter Clarke to call for potential 
dog owners and their homes to be vetted for suitability before a licence is granted 


drug is categorized as only a 
class-C drug. Given the 
dangers of its misuse, could 
it not be upped to category 
A? 

Susan Davies 

Dog owners 

I WAS horrified to read the 
sad story of Bea, the tiny 
Yorkshire terrier who had 
been taken to a vet to be put 
down at just five weeks old 
because she was blind. 

According to your report, 
a breeder wanted shot of the 
little mite because, being 
blind, she was no use to him 
or her as she could not be 
sold in that condition. 

Thank goodness that the 
fine people at Battersea 
Dogs & Cats Home stepped 
in and saved Bea. I have no 
doubt that she will now be 
offered scores of new 
homes. 

I have no doubt too that 
the government ought to 
tighten up the law on dog 
breeding. 

Battersea says that the 
world of breeding is 
unscrupulous and the case 
of Bea does point to that. 

As Battersea says, dogs 
are not commodities. And 
yet we so often treat them 
as such. 

Is it not time for dog 
licences to now be 
reintroduced but on a much 
tougher system whereby 
potential owners and their 
homes are vetted and only 


those who show the right 
degree of responsibility are 
allowed to own one? 

Peter Clarke 

Bank closures 

I READ that Lloyds Bank is 
to close 100 branches, 
causing some 200 staff to 
lose their job. 

While I have every 
sympathy for the bank staff, 
I must admit that I choked 
on my cornflakes when I 
read Lloyds’ explanation for 
the closures. 

“These branch closures 
are in response to changing 
customer behaviour and the 
reduced number of 
transactions being made in 
branches,” said a 
spokesman, using pretty 
much the same words that 
other banks have employed 
to excuse other closures. 

What the banks never say 
though is that these 
“changes in customer 
behaviour” - ie online 
banking, a cash-less, card- 
dependant society etc - are 
changes which the banks 
themselves encouraged us 
to make. 

It was the banks, not us, 
who championed and 
promoted banking online. 
They really ought to have 
seen this consequence 
coming. 

It doesn’t take the 
wisdom of Solomon to work 
out that if you invent a 
system whereby you don’t 


have to actually go into a 
bank, pretty soon people 
will stop going to banks. 

And yet, once again, we 
the customers, are to suffer 
for banks’ lack of foresight. 

It was the same with the 
big crash, the banks should 
have seen that coming too. 

And yet they pleaded 
ignorance and we the 
customers had to bail them 
out to the tune of billions. 

Why is it that banks are 
allowed by our authorities 
to get away with so much? 
Why do we time and again 
take a ‘“there, there, never 
mind” approach to their 
cack-handed business 
sense? 

Perhaps all banks should 
be nationalised so that our 
money, and banking 
services, are controlled by 
those who can be regulated? 

Judith Walker 

Dementia plea 

THIS year’s Dementia 
Awareness Week will be 
part of Alzheimer’s 
Society’s biggest ever 
awareness-raising 
campaign in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. 

The United Against 
Dementia campaign will 
run for four weeks from 
April 24 and conclude in 
Dementia Awareness Week 
(May 14 to 20). 

Dementia is set to be the 
21st century’s biggest killer, 
with someone developing it 
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your letters and emails 



every three minutes, which 
is why Alzheimer’s Society 
is calling on people to forget 
their differences and come 
together to urgently find a 
cure, improve care, and 
offer help and 
understanding. 

Because public 
understanding is so poor, 
people with dementia often 
feel - and are - 
misunderstood, 
marginalised and isolated 
but with the right support 
and understanding they can 
continue to live fulfilling 
lives and make a 
contribution to their 
communities. 

Alzheimer’s Society staff, 
volunteers and supporters 
are busy arranging local 
events across Greater 
London and across England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 
Backing the campaign will 
be high-profile supporters, 
who will be announced soon. 

Unite with us now at 
alzheimers.org.uk and show 
your support for Dementia 
Awareness Week on social 
media with #DAW2017 
#UnitedAgainstDementia 

Morwenna Darby 
EC4 

MPs defy Hunt 

I WAS very pleased to see 
our local MPs Victoria 
Borwick and Greg Hands 
openly defying their own 
Tory colleague Jeremy Hunt 
by joining the protest 
against the threatened 
closure of the children’s and 
babies’ heart unit at the 
Royal Brompton. 

It is outrageous that the 


Reader Patricia 
Brooks was 
delighted that local 
MPs Victoria 
Borwick and Greg 
Hands, both pictured 
defied Jeremy Hunt 
over the threatened 
closure of the 
children's and 
babies'heart unit at 


the Royal Brompton 


tome to 


Roya\ 
Hospto' 


Health Secretary should be 
even considering closing the 
congenital heart diseases 
department at this 
distinguished hospital, 
which has led the world in 
its work in this field. 

For many parents who 
have been worried out of 
their wits by illnesses 
threatening their children, 
the excellent staff of the 
Royal Brompton often 
represent their only hope 
and their marvellous work 
has saved many, many 
young lives. 

Mr Hunt and his 
Department of Health need 
to be sharply reminded that 
nothing is more precious 
than a young life, certainly 


not savings. I hope that the 
action of Mrs Borwick and 
Mr Hands in making such a 
public stand against his 
misguided policy will bring 
him to his senses and show 
that he too has a heart. 

Patricia Brooks 
Fulham 

Knife attacks 

THE number of knife 
attacks in the capital has 
now reached sickening 
proportions. 

Every day there is a new 
report of a young person 
getting stabbed, often with 
fatal results. 

While I appreciate that it 
is extremely difficult for the 


supply of knives to be 
policed, as many of the 
weapons used in these 
attacks are ordinary kitchen 
knives, surely as a society 
we can do our bit to lessen 
the risk by banning from all 
sale, online or in shops, the 
huge variety of hunting, 
ornamental and trophy 
knives which are easily 
bought? 

Nobody in his right mind 
needs to own a samurai 
sword or a machete - 
nobody in London is an 
actual ninja and there are 
no sugarcane plantations to 
be waded through on the 
way to the bus. 

The authorities have 
rightfully taken recent 


action to ban the sale and 
possession of the hideous 
“zombie knives” - now this 
should be extended to all 
fancy blades. 

The few collectors that 
there are may moan and 
bleat about such action - 
just as handgun enthusiasts 
did when the government 
banned them some years ago 
- but their protests count 
little against the number of 
lives that may be saved. 

Peter Preston 
Shepherd's Bush 

Thank you 

MAY I through your 
columns extend my deep 
thanks to the young man 


with dreadlocks who ran 
after me in Kensington High 
Street last Monday to return 
the purse that he saw that I 
had dropped? 

I did not get his name and 
had little time to thank him 
as he sped off to catch a bus. 

Often the youth of today 
are castigated and written 
off as a bad lot but I was 
heartened to see that good 
British values of honesty 
and decency are still very 
much alive and kicking 
among our young. 

Whomever you are young 
man, you are a credit to 
your generation. 

Betty Evans (aged 74) 
Battersea 


Geoff Baker 


H ERE’S something that 

ought to worry you a lot. 
A few days ago the GLA 
sent me some figures on 
the strength of the Met. In a 
nutshell, they reveal that the thin 
blue line is now so thin that it 
could function as a cigarette 
paper. 

The figures showed an 
astonishing, shocking and 
troubling decline in the numbers 
of officers now serving in the 
crime-ridden borough that is 
Westminster. 

I shouldn’t imagine that the 
capital’s publicity arm, London & 
Partners, will do much shouting 
about this now that the visitor 
season is upon us. Nor do I expect 
that City Hall’s PR department to 
crow about it as part of its 
#LondonIsOpen campaign, 
because - as another department 
within City Hall is clearly anxious 
for me to tell you - London is now 
open, wide and gaping, for crooks, 
villains and bad people, those 
people who will do you harm. 

London is open for crime 
because over the past seven years 


the number of officers serving in 
Westminster has fallen from f 628 
in 2010 to 1,209 now. 

That’s a loss of 419 cops in 
Westminster, a 26 per cent drop in 
the strength of the force. 

It’s the same all over the shop; 
in Hammersmith and Fulham the 
number of police has fallen by 19 
per cent over the same period, in 
Kensington and Chelsea the Met is 
down by 15 per cent. 

Feeling a little less safe all of a 
sudden? You ought to be because 
although the authorities - by 
which I mean various ministries 
of deceit and their lickspittle 
supporters on the councils - have 
been telling us for ages that crime 
figures in the capital have fallen 
in recent years, what they neglect 
to mention when they are punting 
this line which contradicts the 
evidence of our own eyes is that 
the incidence of violent crime has 
soared. 

Call me, as many often do, 
stupid, but in my simplistic world 
I would have thought that when 
society is becoming more violent, 
with more youths going out tooled 


up with knives, when more guns 
than ever before are being 
smuggled in and when more 
women are getting sexually 
attacked, the thing you want is 
more police, not fewer. 

I don’t know about you but the 
way it works with crime, 
especially violent crime, down my 
way is that the very first thing I’d 
do is call the police. That’s what 
we all do isn’t it, dial 999? We call 
because we need help because we 
can’t cope with what confronts us 
on our own. So it’s not exactly 
reassuring to know that Central 
London is 26 per cent less safe 
than it was seven years ago. 

What I don’t understand is why 
Sadiq Khan appears to be the only 
person in any position of 
authority who is bothered by this. 
Sadiq has repeatedly kicked off 
with warnings that if the Met 
becomes any more depleted - a 
racing certainty given the 
requirement set by the 
government for it to find a further 
£400 million “savings” - then the 
force will no longer be able to 
guarantee public safety. 


But nobody else seems to be as 
bothered as clearly Sadiq and me 
are about this. I haven’t heard the 
Prime Minister issue any such 
warnings, Home Secretary Amber 
Rudd seems to be rather quiet on 
the subject. Is that because this 
pair are responsible for the more 
police cuts that are going to come 
and they just don’t care as long as 
the books get more balanced? 

I have written repeatedly about 
the dire consequences that face us 
if we do not get a grip on funding 
the Met and I shall continue to 
protest until something is done 
about it - because with more than 
400 fewer cops on the streets of 
Westminster, and more to be made 
redundant yet, the chances of you 
or I becoming the victim of violent 
crime the next time we’re up west 
are raised alarmingly. 

In the Conservative manifesto 
that got this government elected, 
it pledged - on page 58 - “your 
local area should be a safe place to 
grow up, work, raise a family and 
retire. We will continue to cut 
crime and make your community 
safer”. 


It didn’t say “your local area 
with the exception of Westminster, 
Hammersmith, Fulham, 
Kensington, Chelsea and many 
other Central London boroughs”. 
So why is this weakening of our 
first and most trusted line of 
defence being allowed to go on? 
Don’t people keep promises any 
more? 

The same manifesto makes all 
sorts of boasts about toughening 
up sentencing and coming down 
hard on the bad men - including 
crowing in one headline “there are 
around 3,000 more adult male 
prison places today than in 2010”, 
as if that is anything for a 
civilised society to be proud about 
- but anyone of any sentience and 
certainly any police officer will 
tell you that the best solution for 
crime is prevention, not 
retribution. 

And crime prevention is far 
more easily accomplished if you 
have more people doing the job, 
not fewer. My cat could tell you 
that and I somewhat resent that 
those in power over us clearly 
have less intelligence than him. 
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Glastonbury crew bring a bit of 
rock’n’roses to RHS flower show 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

THE Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh will 
have rivals for attention at this year’s Chelsea 
Flower Show as the Glastonbury crew move in 
for a bit of rock’n’roses - led by D Js Chris Evans 
and Zoe Ball. 

The DJs are among five BBC stars who will 
be revealing their own garden designs at this 
year’s event - with Chris hosting a three-hour 
rock gig live from Chelsea just before Her 
Majesty makes her traditional tour on the eve 
of the opening of the flower show. 

And Chris will be bringing along “television 
royalty” for the show - The Great British Bake 
Off queen Mary Berry. 

BBC Radio 2 is taking part in the world-fa¬ 
mous flower show as part of its 50th-anniver- 
sary celebrations, with its top team displaying 
their “feel good gardens of the senses”. 

“Gardens provide havens to calm the body, 
relax the mind and make us feel better. The gar¬ 
dens will uplift the senses and encourage people 
to lose themselves among a feast of sights, 



scents, sounds, flavours and textures, designed 
to make them feel happier, calmer and generally 
better about the world,” said a BBC spokesman. 
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“The five BBC gardens will show how plants 
can enrich and indulge one of the five senses - 
touch, taste, smell, sight and sound.” 

The gardens will also celebrate BBC Radio 2’s 
50th anniversary and are named after different 
BBC Radio 2 presenters. On Monday May 22, 
Chris Evans will do an outside broadcast from 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show from 6.30am 
to9.30am. 

He said: “I’m beyond thrilled to be taking the 
Radio 2 Breakfast Show to Chelsea in May and 
to work with Mary Berry on one of the Radio 2 
Feel Good Gardens. We’re going al fresco and 
gardening bonkers for a very special show at 
the world’s most prestigious horticultural hap¬ 
pening. We cannot wait.” 

Sue Biggs, RHS director general, said: “We’re 
incredibly excited about Radio 2 being at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show and look forward to 
celebrating the joy of gardening with their lis¬ 
teners. 

“Growing plants and gardens helps us to feel 
better both physically and mentally. We spend 
too long at our computers or on our phones; the 
gardens are a reminder that we need to give our 
senses a treat, get out into the garden and get 
close to nature.” 

Lewis Carnie, head of Radio 2, said: “Radio 2 
is delighted to be broadcasting from the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show to kick off our 50th-an- 
niversary celebrations. 

“We know many of our listeners take great 
pleasure from the great outdoors and I’m look¬ 


ing forward to seeing how the designers of the 
BBC Radio 2 Feel Good Gardens interpret the 
spirit of Radio 2 and our presenters in flower 
and vegetable form.” 

The five BBC Radio 2 Feel Good Gardens are: 

• The Chris Evans Taste Garden. This is de¬ 
signed by Jon Wheatley, who has asked friend 
of the Radio 2 breakfast show Mary Berry to 
help celebrate the tastiest plants growing in UK 
gardens, by growers on allotments and in many 
communities. Plants that excite and stimulate 
your palate and enhance your lifestyle and 
health and wellbeing feature in this garden. 

• The Jo Whiley Scent Garden. This is designed 
by Tamara Bridge, 2015 RHS young designer of 
the year, and Kate Savill. Tamara and Kate have 
asked fragrance designer Jo Malone to help cre¬ 
ate the garden, which will include aromas that 
transport visitors to a time or place such as 
woodland walks, rain on warm paving, fresh 
earth and new leaf growth, or freshly cut flowers 
from the garden. Jo Malone and Jo Whiley will 
visit the show in the build-up to help with plant¬ 
ing. 

• The Anneka Rice Colour Cutting Garden. This 
is designed by Sarah Raven. Every square inch 
of space will be filled with flowers, flowers and 
more flowers. Sarah has enlisted the help of Tri- 
cia Guild as they share a passion for colour and 
Tricia is renowned for the use of colour in her 
designs. It is a profusion of colour that will be 
an amazing sight and concentrates on plants 
that cut and come out again. Gold, the colour for 
50th wedding anniversaries, features in this gar¬ 
den to celebrate 50 years of Radio 2. 

• The Jeremy Vine Texture Garden. This is de¬ 
signed by Matt Keightley and is an immersive 
tactile garden which features bold geometric 
forms juxtaposed with a soft and elegant plant¬ 
ing pallet. Varying material finishes and plant¬ 
ing structure seemingly evolve through the 
space to create a garden people want to interact 
with and relax in. 

• The Zoe Ball Listening Garden. This is de¬ 
signed by James Alexander-Sinclair and aims to 
reproduce the feeling when you stand too close 
to a speaker stack at a concert; the sensation of 
feeling music through your whole body. While 
you can’t hear the sound of music in the garden, 
it will be visible in water patterns in water fea¬ 
tures and felt through the floor. The music will 
be from the last 50 years of Radio 2. 

The BBC Radio 2 Feel Good Gardens are half 
the size of the big show gardens and will have 
the backdrop of the Royal Hospital Chelsea. 


Suspended jail term for 
tenant who sublet home 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea 
council tenants who illegally 
sublet their homes have been 
warned that they could be 
banged up for it. 

A royal borough resident 
who illegally sublet her coun¬ 
cil house was sentenced at 
Southwark Crown Court to 
nine months’ imprisonment, 
suspended for two years, and 
ordered to complete a reha¬ 
bilitation requirement pro¬ 
gramme within the next year. 

Lisa McDermott failed to 
declare that she was no 
longer residing at Hunter 
House, Old Brompton Road. 

At an earlier court hearing 
she had pleaded guilty to dis¬ 
honestly failing to disclose 
not using the property as a 
main and principle home and 
subletting contrary to Section 


1 and Section 3 of the Fraud 
Act 2006. 

The deception was uncov¬ 
ered during a visit by the 
Kensington and Chelsea Ten¬ 
ant Management Organisa¬ 
tion and a subsequent visit 
by the royal borough’s fraud 
team. 

It was established that Mc¬ 
Dermott was no longer resi¬ 
dent at the property and in¬ 
stead another family was 
living at the address. 

From July 312013 to March 
30 2015, the rental income the 
council received from McDer¬ 
mott totalled £12,849 and the 
sublet income she received 
from the family totalled 
£29,295. 

Investigations also estab¬ 
lished that in July 2013, Mc¬ 
Dermott, along with her hus¬ 


band, purchased a house at 
Wynter Street, Battersea. 

In sentencing her, the 
judge, Mr Recorder M 
Chawla QC, said that in his 
view the offence was so seri¬ 
ous a community order 
would not be appropriate and 
crossed the threshold of cus¬ 
tody. 

In mitigation he said that 
McDermott was of previous 
good character and he gave 
her credit for the early guilty 
plea. 

During the course of the in¬ 
vestigation prior to criminal 
proceedings, McDermott re¬ 
linquished the keys to the 
property at Hunter House. 

A timeline has been set to 
recover the money at a pro- 
ceeds-of-crime confiscation 
hearing. 
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Chairman of 
trustees is 
‘privileged’ to 
take up role 

THE Barons Court Project 
has announced the ap¬ 
pointment of a new chair¬ 
man of trustees. 

Hammersmith resident 
Andrew Magowan has 
been elected to lead the 
project's board and help 
the service develop. 

Andrew, pictured, is 
general counsel and com¬ 
pany secretary of ASOS. 
com. 

He has 10 years' expe¬ 
rience in senior executive 
legal and compliance 
roles in global businesses. 

Andrew heard about 
the Barons Court Project 
through a Christmas ap¬ 
peal. 

He then decided to be¬ 
come a "friend of the pro¬ 
ject," donating monthly 
to help its work with peo¬ 
ple who are homeless or 
living with a mental- 
health problem. 



He visited the project 
last summer at one of its 
open days and was in¬ 
spired by the work it 
does. 

Andrew said: "It will be 
a privilege to be able to 
work with the trustees 
and use their skills, expe¬ 
rience and external view¬ 
point to lead and guide 
the project in these chal¬ 
lenging economic and 
political times. 

Michael Angus, direc¬ 
tor of the project, said: 
"We are delighted to have 
a local resident as our 
new chairman. 

"To have someone so 
passionate about the is¬ 
sues of homelessness and 
mental health but with a 
very useful external expe¬ 
rience is fantastic. 

"We are very much 
looking forward to work¬ 
ing together and taking 
the project forward." 

The project is set to 
hold a matchday collec¬ 
tion outside Chelsea 
Football Club on May 8. 

A spokesman for the 
project said: "In order to 
hold that vital collection 
we need to win a popular 
vote. 

"If people vote for us 
that would be awesome. 
Voting is open until April 
26 ." 

You can vote for the 
project at chelseafc.com/ 
the-club/foundation/ 
foundation-fundraising/ 
match-day-collections, 
html or go to the website 
baronscourtproject.org. 


We’re set to pay through nose 
so we can breathe cleaner air 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

LONDONERS whose breathing may be 
eased by the introduction of Sadiq 
Khan’s new clean-air fee are set to pay 
through the nose for it. 

Road haulage chiefs have warned 
that the £2,230-a-month charge that 
many delivery lorry operators now 
face will simply be passed on to con¬ 
sumers. 

The downside of the mayor of Lon¬ 
don’s plan to deep-cleanse the dirty air 
which is currently slaughtering Lon¬ 
doners at the rate of around 180 each 
week is that it will put thousands of 
small businesses in jeopardy, say 
transport chiefs. 

They claim that at the very least the 
clean-air fee will make the capital an 
even more expensive city, stinging 
tourists and residents as the extra 
charge is just whacked on to everyday 
bills. 

According to shock new proposals 
announced by the mayor, to help com¬ 
bat the city’s toxic-air crisis, the most- 
polluting vehicles will have to pay a 
daily charge to drive within Central 
London from April 8 2019. 

Mr Khan is proposing to expand this 
charge, the Ultra Low Emission Zone 
(ULEZ), across Greater London for 
heavy diesel vehicles, including buses, 
coaches and lorries, in 2020, and up to 
the North Circular and South Circular 
roads for cars and vans in 2021 

“The mayor is committed to taking 
ambitious action to protect Londoners 
from the damaging health impacts of 
air pollution. He has more than dou¬ 
bled funding spent on tackling air qual¬ 
ity to £875 million over the next five 
years. Now he set out his vision of 
tackling toxic vehicle emissions across 
Greater London,” said the mayor’s 
spokesman. 

Mr Khan has already confirmed the 
£10 T-Charge, which will start in Octo¬ 
ber this year. 

He is now proposing, following a 
public consultation launched last 
week, that this will be replaced by the 
introduction of the world’s first Ultra 
Low Emission Zone. The ULEZ in 2019 
will cover the same area as the existing 
congestion-charging zone. 

Petrol vehicles that don’t meet Euro 
4 standards and diesel vehicles that do 
not meet Euro 6 standards will have 
to pay a ULEZ daily fee - £12.50 for 
cars, vans and motorbikes; £100 for 
buses, coaches and HGVs - to drive in 
the zone, 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year. 

Petrol cars more than 13 years old 
in 2019, and diesel cars more than four 
years old in 2019, will not meet the new 
standards. The total cost, with the con¬ 
gestion charge added, for motorists 
with non-compliant cars will be £24 a 
day. 

The ULEZ will apply to all vehicle 
types, except black taxis. It is esti¬ 
mated that introducing ULEZ in Cen¬ 
tral London will result in nearly a 50 
per cent reduction in road transport 
NOx emissions in 2020. 

“Once the Mayor has finished con¬ 
sulting on the current ULEZ proposals 
in June, he wants to start consulting 
on actions that go even further. This 
would include expanding the ULEZ 
across a larger area, to cover nearly 
all of Greater London. This expanded 
zone would apply to heavy diesel ve¬ 
hicles such as buses, coaches and lor¬ 
ries and it would be implemented in 
2020,” said the spokesman. 

“Following that, the mayor wants to 
go even further still and consult Lon¬ 



doners on extending the ULEZ area ap¬ 
plying to light vehicles, such as cars, 
vans, minibuses and motorcycles up 
to the North Circular and South Cir¬ 
cular roads. This would be imple¬ 
mented in 2021 

“These timescales would provide 
Londoners, motorists coming into the 
capital from elsewhere and businesses 
which will be affected, sufficient time 
to take the necessary steps to prepare 
for these new standards. They also re¬ 
flect the minimum amount of time 
needed for TfL to consult on and im¬ 
plement such technically complex 
schemes over such large parts of Lon¬ 
don.” 

Mr Khan said: “The air in London 
is lethal and I will not stand by and do 
nothing. I’m announcing bold propos¬ 
als which are critically needed to safe¬ 
guard Londoners from our air-quality 
health crisis. 

“I am introducing a new T-Charge 
this October and, subject to consulta¬ 
tion, I want to introduce the Ultra Low 
Emission Zone in Central London in 
April 2019. This alone will mean the 
capital has the toughest emission stan¬ 
dard of any world city. 

‘But the scale of our air-quality chal¬ 
lenge is so big that I 
need to go further. I 
want to expand the 
ULEZ from 2020 for 
heavy vehicles such as 
buses, coaches and lor¬ 
ries so that all of Lon¬ 
don will benefit from 
cleaner air. 

“Then from 2021, I 
want to expand it up to 
the North Circular and 
South Circular roads for 
light vehicles, including 
cars and vans. These 
measures will help im¬ 
prove the air that mil¬ 
lions of Londoners 
breathe. 

‘I want to announce 
my intention to consult 
on these proposals in 
good time so that busi¬ 
ness and those affected 
by new charges will 
have time to make 
changes they need to 
adapt to our low-emis¬ 
sion requirements. 

‘Now I urge the gov¬ 
ernment to step up and 
match my ambition to 
transform the appalling 
air we breathe. 

“Ministers need to de¬ 
liver a national vehicle 
scrappage fund, reform 
fiscal incentives like ve¬ 
hicle excise duty and 
pass a powerful new 
Clean Air Act to end the 
toxic smog in London 
once and for all.” 

But road haulage 
chiefs have warned 
there will be a stiff price 
to pay for the new mea¬ 
sures. 

“Of course we all 
want a cleaner London,” 
said Richard Burnett, 


chief executive of the Road Haulage 
Association. 

“But don’t let the mayor’s quest for 
clean air turn the nation’s capital into 
a ghost town. 

“The thousands of restaurants, 
shops and tourist attractions that 
make London one of the world’s major 
tourist centres are massively reliant 
on an efficient delivery network. That 
must not be jeopardised. 

“The majority of hauliers entering 
the capital on a regular basis are al¬ 
ready using trucks that meet the Euro 
6 standard - but many are not. 

“They will be facing an additional 
£24,000 per year in fines. Many will be 
forced out of business while others will 
have no alternative but to pass the ad¬ 
ditional cost on to their customers. 

“The knock-on effect will be an in¬ 
crease in prices for consumers, includ¬ 
ing the millions of tourists who come 
to London each year. 

“The road freight industry is respon¬ 
sible for the movement of 85 per cent 
of everything consumed in the UK. Yet 
once again we are the ones getting pe¬ 
nalised for doing a crucial job; keeping 
the economy - especially the economy 
of London - moving. 

“To impose a £100 fine a day on those 
operators who simply cannot afford 
the new, cleaner engines will see jobs 
lost and hauliers put out of business.” 

The mayor’s spokesman said: “Each 
scheme will be subject to consultation 
and the mayor is committed to listen¬ 
ing to Londoners’ views. 

“The consultation on the mayor’s 
proposal on bringing forward the start 
date of the Central London ULEZ will 


until June 25 2017. Other proposals will 
be consulted on later this year. 

“The mayor is working with TfL to 
ensure London’s public-transport 
fleets lead the way in low-emission 
technology. 

“TfL will no longer procure double¬ 
deck pure-diesel buses from 2018 and 
instead only buy hybrid, electric or hy¬ 
drogen buses. All new taxis will need 
to be zero-emission-capable from next 
year and new private-hire vehicles will 
need to follow suit from 2020.” 

The mayor announced his plans at 
the Museum of London where objects 
from the 1952 Great Smog were on dis¬ 
play. 

Alex Werner, head of History collec¬ 
tions at the museum, said: “We know 
from the Great Smog of 1952 that Lon¬ 
don has a history of polluted air and 
the smog eventually led to government 
legislation, introducing the Clean Air 
Act of 1956 bringing ‘smokeless zones’ 
to London and other British cities. It’s 
an ongoing issue, especially for people 
living and working in Central Lon¬ 
don.” 

Jonathan Grigg, professor of paedi¬ 
atric and environmental medicine at 
Queen Mary University, said: “The 
mayor of London is to be congratulated 
in bringing forward the date of the 
ULEZ. 

“Reducing diesel emissions in the 
congestion-charge zone will reduce ex¬ 
posure to toxic soot particles and 
gases. To maximise the effectiveness 
of this initiative, the government must 
now act to remove the current toxic 
fleet of diesel cars, vans and buses 
from all our roads.” 
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NO OBLIGATION WHATSOEVER! SIMPLY FILL IN THE COUPON BELOW AND SEND A 
STAMPED/ADDRESSED ENVELOPE AND SEE FOR YOURSELF! 

Alternatively, face to face, telephone and further postal readings are also available. 





Fill in the coupon below and return to me with a stamped self addressed envelope as soon e 
possible for an instant personal reply. 


Your Address_ 


Your Question_ 

Your Place, Date and if Possible Time of Birth_ 


I enclose a stamped & self-addressed envelope. Send first class to Nic olas Pierre , 
Suite 726, 28 Old Brompton Road, South Kensington, SW7 3SS 
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MARYLEBONE-BASED Portland Place School 
raised £1,007 for charity through its Bunny 
Run. 

The school's student charity committee or¬ 
ganised the event in aid of Shelter. 

Year 7 children ran, walked and hopped 
2km around Regent's Park dressed up as rab¬ 
bits. 

At the end of the run, everyone received a 
chocolate bunny. And pupils Cristina Car- 
bosiero. Josh Hall and Calder Douglas re¬ 
ceived special prizes, including a medal and a 
jumbo chocolate egg each, to recognise their 
spectacular fundraising efforts. Calder man¬ 
aged to bring in £250 and was crowned best 
fundraiser. 

Charity committee members Bella Thorn¬ 
ton, Lotta Bartha, Hannah Warren, Raphy Al- 
lason, Dylan Cohen, Sultan Sindi, Adam Khan, 
Amy Cooper, Oscar Bolgar, Dylan Young, Elliot 
Greenfield, Polina Zaluzhskaya, Walter Cole- 
Wire and teacher Charlotte Magniez were de¬ 
lighted with how the Bunny Run went - as was 
Year 9 pupil Carla Mora who helped to man¬ 
age it. 

Miss Magniez, who teaches modern foreign 
languages, is also the Year 7 and Year 8 citi¬ 
zenship co-ordinator. 

She said: "Thanks to everyone's efforts we 
raised £1,007 for Shelter. We had a lot of fun 
and it was a great celebration before breaking 
up for Easter. 

" The pupils really got into the spirit of 
things and did an excellent job." 


Work starts on 
affordable homes 

BUILDING has started on the first 
new affordable homes at 
Westminster City Council's flagship 
£80 million Dudley House devel¬ 
opment, as part of the council's 
City for All ambition to deliver 
1,850 affordable homes in West¬ 
minster by 2023 and create 
successful neighbourhoods. 

Once completed, the mixed-use 
scheme, located on the former 
Dudley House site on North Wharf 
Road in the Paddington Basin 
regeneration area, will offer 197 
new intermediate affordable hom¬ 
es for rent. 

The scheme will also see 
construction of a new permanent 
home for Marylebone Boys'School 
alongside a new modern comm¬ 
unity space for the Central 
Pentecostal Church and neighbo¬ 
urhood improvements to local 
public spaces. The homes are 
scheduled for completion in 
spring 2019. 

Cllr Nickie Aiken, leader of 
Westminster City Council, said: 
"Affordable housing is one of our 
top priorities, and I'm delighted to 
see work progressing on this key 
site as part of the council's 
commitment to creating great 
places where people are proud to 
live and work. 

"The new homes will help 
address the demand for much- 
needed affordable homes for 
working people and their families, 
and build a thriving, successful 
community in the heart of 
Westminster." 

Cllr Rachael Robathan, cabinet 
member for housing at Westmi¬ 
nster City Council, said: "Given its 
prime location next to Paddington 
Station, the Dudley House site has 
long been identified as an area 
with great potential and it 
provides a fantastic opportunity to 
build nearly 200 intermediate 
affordable homes. I am especially 
pleased that a new state-of-the-art 
building in the development will 
be a permanent home for 
Marylebone Boys'School." 

The school has been in 
temporary accommodation since 
September 2014, and its new 
permanent home, scheduled to 
open in September 2018, will 
provide a modern learning 
environment for 840 pupils, 
starting with an intake of 480. It 
will also offer a mixed sixth form. 

Head teacher Richard Ardron 
said: "We are delighted that 
Westminster City Council and the 
Education Funding Agency have 
worked tirelessly to secure a first- 
class site for the school." 


Ex-mayor branded repulsive 
in row over ‘punishment’ 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

FORMER London mayor Ken Living¬ 
stone has been denounced as repul¬ 
sive in the wake of the row raging 
over the decision not to expel him 
from the Labour Party following his 
remarks about Hitler and Zionism. 

And Labour has been blasted by 
Jewish leaders “punishing” Mr Liv¬ 
ingstone with only a suspension from 
holding office for a year. 

The row began after Mr Living¬ 
stone said: “Let’s remember when 
Hitler won his election in 1932, his 
policy then was that Jews should be 
moved to Israel. He was supporting 
Zionism - this before he went mad 
and ended up killing six million 
Jews.” 

Joe Glasman, head of political and 
government investigations at Cam¬ 
paign Against Antisemitism, said: 
“Ken Livingstone has been portray¬ 
ing Jews as Nazis for decades. 

“His claim that Hitler acted in sup¬ 
port of Zionism, along with his con¬ 



stant repetition of that distortion, has 
been a repulsive spectacle. 

“We felt sure that the Labour 
Party, blighted by antisemitism as it 
is, would reclaim some of its former 
self and expel him. 

“Labour has long had a moral duty 
to expel Ken Livingstone but instead 
it has allowed his vile views to gain 
support in the party. 

“The verdict confirms our worst 
fears: that it is possible to husband 
and broadcast such repellent beliefs 



and still remain a Labour Party mem¬ 
ber has shocked even us. 

“This surely represents the last of 
the death throes of the Labour Party's 
long relationship with the Jewish 
community. The Labour Party had 
this one last chance to prove that it 
is not beyond salvation. Today’s de¬ 
cision is the party's final act of 
brazen, painful betrayal.” 

Labour’s “slap on the wrist” for Mr 
Livingstone has also been con¬ 
demned by its deputy leader Tom 


Watson and by the Chief Rabbi. Mr 
Watson said he found it “incompre¬ 
hensible that our elected lay mem¬ 
bers on the disciplinary panel found 
Ken Livingstone guilty of such seri¬ 
ous charges, and then concluded that 
he can remain a member of the 
Labour Party”. 

He added: “When I read the words 
of Chief Rabbi Mir vis, who says that 
‘the Labour Party has failed the Jew¬ 
ish community, it has failed its mem¬ 
bers and it has failed all those who 
believe in zero tolerance of anti¬ 
semitism’, I can’t disagree with him. 
I wish I could but I can’t. I am 
ashamed that we have allowed Mr 
Livingstone to cause such distress. 

“It isn’t just Jewish people who feel 
disgusted and offended by what Mr 
Livingstone said and by the way he 
has conducted himself over this mat¬ 
ter, and it isn’t just Jewish Labour 
members who feel ashamed of any 
indulgence of his views anywhere in 
the Labour Party. 

“This shames us all, and I’m deeply 
saddened by it.” 


Constables rewarded for helping suicidal man 


THREE Westminster police 
officers who rushed to the 
aid of a suicidal man have 
been recognised for their 
lifesaving actions. 

PC Ryan Allister, PC 
David Hammond and PC 
Adam Rawlings were each 
awarded a Royal Humane So¬ 
ciety Certificate of Commen¬ 
dation by Acting 
Commissioner Craig Mackey 
at a ceremony held at the 
Empress State Building. 

During the afternoon of 
August 3 2015, PC Allister 
and PC Laura Smith were 
flagged down by a passing 
motorist who reported see¬ 
ing an injured male in Ilbert 
Street, Kensal Green. 

At the scene, the officers 
found the pavement covered 


with blood and saw a man 
running towards them shout¬ 
ing that he wanted to kill 
himself. 

The officers conducted a 
risk assessment and placed 
the male on to the floor to as¬ 
sess his injuries. He strug¬ 
gled to free himself from the 
officers as they tried to ad¬ 
minister first aid. 

PC Rawlings and PC Ham¬ 
mond attended to assist their 
colleagues and set about 
making local inquiries. 

They ascertained that the 
male had been disturbed 
while in the process of at¬ 
tempting to commit suicide 
by cutting his wrists. 

The officers, who were 
now covered with blood, had 
to restrain the man for 20 


minutes until a lone 
paramedic attended and ini¬ 
tiated treatment. 

It was a further 40 minutes 
until an ambulance arrived. 

The male was subse¬ 
quently detained under the 
Mental Health Act and trans¬ 
ferred to hospital. 

PC Smith will receive her 
award at a future ceremony. 

Supt Ray Rogers, from 
Westminster, said: “These of¬ 
ficers showed true profes¬ 
sionalism and initiative to 
prevent a vulnerable man 
from harming himself any 
further, which could have 
proved fatal. 

“They worked well to¬ 
gether as a team to bring the 
incident to a safe conclu¬ 
sion.” 



PC Ryan Allister, PC David Hammond and PC Adam Rawl¬ 
ings were each awarded a Royal Humane Society Certifi¬ 
cate of Commendation for helping a suicidal man 
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Threatened Charing Cross 
A&E is busier than ever 



BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

HEALTH chiefs’ plans to shut down the A&E 
at Charing Cross Hospital have been hit by 
new figures which reveal that the much- 
needed unit is now treating thousands more 
emergencies than ever before. 

Hammersmith & Fulham council’s leader 
Stephen Cowan has warned that it would be 
“dangerous” for NHS bosses to continue with 
their bitterly opposed aim of closing the cur¬ 
rent A&E as this would put the health of local 
residents at risk. 

Official figures show that the under-threat 
A&E department saw almost 500 more pa¬ 
tients in February than it did in the same 
month two years ago. 

There were 3,289 people seen by the depart¬ 
ment during the month - an increase of 493 
on February 2015. 

“This continues a trend which saw patient 
numbers in each of the three preceding 
months up more than a quarter on the posi¬ 
tion two years ago,” said a council spokesman. 

“Over the last four months, Charing Cross 
Hospital’s A&E has seen 3,000 more patients 
than in the corresponding period two years 
ago - or an average increase of 24 cases every 
day.” 

But health chiefs are still trying to push 
forward their plan which may see the axing 
of A&E at both Charing Cross and Ealing hos¬ 
pitals - and Cllr Cowan is still leading the 
fierce fight against the proposal, arguing that 
the increasing numbers of residents needing 
emergency treatment are not just going to 
vanish. 

“The dedicated staff at Charing Cross Hos¬ 
pital continue to deal with more patients than 
ever before, while the threat of the axe hangs 
over this much-needed resource,” said Cllr 
Cowan. 

“There is no logic at all behind the plan to 
downgrade the hospital, and remove its A&E 
department, when figures from the trust show 
that the borough has never needed its medical 
expertise and care more than now. 

“This irrational and dangerous plan for the 
future of the NHS in the borough seems to ex¬ 
pect that seriously ill or injured people will 
simply disappear. 

“A&E at Charing Cross Hospital is saving 
lives every day, and any plan to close it down 
puts the health of local people at risk, and 
must be stopped.” 

However, Imperial College Healthcare NHS 
Trust continues to insist “there have never 
been any plans to close Charing Cross Hospi¬ 
tal”. 

It adds: “Far from relaunching proposals 
for changes at Charing Cross, the North West 
London Sustainability and Transformation 
Plan made a clear commitment that there will 
be no reduction in Charing Cross’s A&E de¬ 
partment or wider services within the lifetime 
of the plan that runs until April 2021 

“Like the rest of the NHS, we are working 
hard to respond to growing and changing de¬ 
mand, especially to support frail and elderly 
patients with a range of health problems. 

“We also want to continue to offer the resi¬ 
dents of north west London the very best in 
specialist health care, as we do, for example, 
at the trust’s dedicated heart-attack centre, 
stroke unit and major trauma centre. And 
this is all within the context of increasing fi¬ 
nancial pressure. 

“It’s more important than ever that the NHS 
and local authorities work closely together to 
develop better and more integrated ways to 
help local people stay as healthy as possible 
and to get fast access to the right care when 
and where they need it. 

“As such, we do believe health and care ser¬ 
vices need to continue to change along the 
lines set out in the service strategy for north 


west London, agreed in 2013 following a full 
public consultation. 

“We made further commitments through 
the STP that we will work jointly with com¬ 
munities and councils to design new models 
of care as set out in the strategy and that we 
will first progress and test new out-of-hospital 
models before looking to reduce acute hospital 
capacity.” 

Dr Tracy Batten, chief executive of the 
Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust, has 
outlined the trust’s “plans for a new Charing 


Cross Hospital on the same site in Fulham 
Palace Road” in correspondence with 
Fulham & Chelsea MP Greg Hands. 

Dr Batten informed Mr Hands that 
“highlights for the site’s plans” include: 

• £150 million redevelopment; 

• a wide range of specialist and planned 
care, including day case surgery and 
treatment, one-stop diagnostic clinics, 
outpatients, chemotherapy, and renal 
dialysis; 

• integrated care and rehabilitation 


services, especially for elderly people and 
those with chronic conditions; 

• an emergency centre; 

• existing partner services to be co-located, 
including mental health and cancer support; 

• as well as a redevelopment of the Charing 
Cross site, the trust’s strategy proposes a 
significant redevelopment of the St Mary’s 
site, and a smaller redevelopment of the 
Hammersmith site, where Queen Charlotte’s 
and Chelsea Hospital would remain co¬ 
located. 


‘Unsung heroes’ are VIPs 


FIVE Queens Park Rangers fans 
were given the full VIP treat¬ 
ment at Loftus Road to mark 
their volunteering roles in Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham. 

Nominated by fellow support¬ 
ers as part of the football club’s 
community programme, the 
quintet were wined and dined in 
the directors’ box, then had the 
best seats in the stadium to enjoy 
the 5-1 victory over Rotherham 
United. 

At half-time there was a stand¬ 
ing ovation from 13,000 QPR 
fans as the quintet were pre¬ 
sented with trophies and certifi¬ 
cates on the pitch, as a club 
thank-you for their selfless con¬ 
tribution to community life. 

Among those overwhelmed by 
their reception in the stadium 
was Julie Wilkins, who’s worked 
at local hospitals for 40 years 
and gives up her spare time to 
help patients with hearing loss 
and support her daughter 
through a chronic illness. 

“It was a great honour to be 
nominated, especially as my 


family, work and QPR are the 
things I enjoy in life,” said Julie. 
“It was a fantastic day, and we 
were looked after really well by 
all the staff at QPR. 

“My work involves the diagno¬ 
sis of hearing and balance condi¬ 
tions and the subsequent 
rehabilitation. It is very reward¬ 
ing to help someone hear again. 

“I am also in charge of the ser¬ 
vice, and I give extra hours to 
ensure my service runs 
smoothly.” 

Another “unsung hero” was 
Kevin Smith, a community po¬ 
lice officer whose school and 
youth-club workshops warn of 
the dangers of knife crime, and 
who also volunteers at Hammer¬ 
smith BMX Club. 

“I really don’t feel like an un¬ 
sung hero but what an honour to 
be one of the chosen few to re¬ 
ceive this award, especially from 
a club I’ve supported all my life,” 
said Kevin, from the youth office 
at Shepherd’s Bush police sta¬ 
tion. 

“My role is very varied, work¬ 


ing with young people in Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham and 
working closely with the youth- 
offending team, youth workers 
in local youth clubs and the bor¬ 
ough’s three professional foot¬ 
ball clubs. 

“Every school holiday I run 
Safe Camp at Phoenix Academy 
for children aged eight to 16. 
This is a free activity camp for 
young people who live or go to 
school in the borough. 

“I also mentor young people, 
listening to their concerns to see 
if I can guide them along the 
right path. 

“My role is very varied and re¬ 
warding as I’m giving back to 
my community I”e lived in all 
my life.” 

The other three “unsung 
heroes” were: 

• George Sharp, a nine-year-old 
who came third in the Junior 
Great South Run, raising £400 
for QPR in the Community 
Trust; 

•Mark Foster, who has worked 
hard to add seniors’ and 


women’s teams to his local foot¬ 
ball club Wraysbury Village, as 
well as serving the Scouting 
movement; 

• Mick Geraghty, who organises 
chair football sessions in hos¬ 
pices and dementia care homes. 

The Rotherham game was also 
a chance for QPR’s community 
trust to celebrate its partner 
community groups, with a host 
of organisations represented on 
the pitch, from Imperial College 
and the London Fire Brigade to 
Old Oak Community Centre and 
Wormholt Park primary school. 

More than £12,000 was raised 
for the QPR Tiger Cubs, a foot¬ 
ball team for children and young 
people with Down syndrome, via 
the eighth annual 13-mile Tiger 
Feet walk from the training 
ground to Loftus Road. 

“QPR has the community at its 
heart, and we wanted to show 
our gratitude to those unsung 
heroes whose contribution to the 
community often goes unno¬ 
ticed,” explained Lee Hoos, 
Queens Park Rangers’ CEO. 
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CityWest Homes all set 
to axe six estate offices 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

CITYWEST Homes, the organ¬ 
isation that runs Westminster 
council’s 21,000 council and 
leasehold homes, is set for 
massive cuts to its network of 
estate offices in local commu¬ 
nities across the city, claim 
Labour councillors. 

But CityWest says changes 
in its services will be an im¬ 
provement. 

Labour councillors say from 
plans set out to councillors 
this week it appears that City- 
West Homes is looking to close 
almost all of its free-standing 
estate offices, leaving only the 
four area service centres re¬ 
maining. 

This is part of a service re¬ 
design aimed to cut more than 
£5 million in costs and encour¬ 
age more people to use online 
and phone services. 

CityWest has confirmed that 
it plans to close six estate of¬ 
fices - at Church Street, St 
John’s Wood, Little Venice, 
Westbourne Park, Paddington 
Green and Charlwood Street. 

Westminster Labour coun¬ 
cillors are opposed to these 
massive cuts to CityWest’s 
presence in local communi¬ 
ties. 

“While many residents may 
not use the office all the time 
it is important to know it is 
there when needed, and there 


remains a significant propor¬ 
tion of residents who either 
lack regular internet access or 
whose lack of confidence com¬ 
municating in English makes 
phone or internet contact more 
difficult,” said Cllr Adam Hug, 
the Labour group leader. 

“CityWest Homes says that it 
wants to see staff spend more 
time out and about on our es¬ 
tates, yet basing them all out of 
centralised area service centres 
will see staff spending time fur¬ 
ther from the communities they 
are supposed to be managing. 

“CityWest have talked about 
possibly holding drop-in ses¬ 
sions or surgeries in areas hit 
by the cuts to estate offices. 
However, this will not be 
enough to deal with the needs 
of vulnerable residents looking 
for face-to-face contact with 
their housing officers when 
they need it. 

“Westminster Labour will 
stand with local residents who 
want to fight to save their local 
estate offices that are valued by 
their local communities. 

“If estate offices are ulti¬ 
mately closed, Westminster 
Labour are demanding that 
CityWest Homes and Westmin¬ 
ster council ensure that they 
are replaced by a permanent 
base for estate teams to work 
from in a nearby community 
building that is both accessible 
and has a staff member present 


to assist resident inquiries. 
Furthermore, CityWest must 
commit to protecting the future 
of the residents’ halls whose op¬ 
eration may be hit by the cuts 
to estate offices. 

“These drastic estate office 
closures are yet another sign of 
the retreat of council services 
from our local communities. 
Many of our estate offices are a 
valued part of the community 
and in particular older and 
more vulnerable residents 
would really feel their loss. 
CityWest Homes and Westmin¬ 
ster’s Conservative council 
need to think again.” 

Shadow cabinet member for 
housing Cllr Tim Roca said: 
“Shutting offices which had 
more than 13,500 visits in a 
nine-month period last year 
alone before having a website 
fully functioning and ready is 
only one among a number of 
concerns we have with the clo¬ 
sure and redundancies envis¬ 
aged by these proposals. 

“It is clear these cuts are 
being foisted on CityWest 
Homes by Westminster’s Con¬ 
servative council, and there 
needs to be much more time 
spent listening to what resi¬ 
dents need rather than what 
the council wants.” 

But City West Homes said in 
a statement: “CityWest Homes 
is changing the way it delivers 
services to residents to im¬ 


prove, modernise and simplify 
customer services. The changes 
follow an independent review into 
customer services, which showed 
low usage of estate offices. Ninety 
four per cent of resident contact 
about housing issues is by tele¬ 
phone or email. 

“Services are being redesigned 
to focus on a new and larger con¬ 
tact centre and more online ser¬ 
vices to deliver a more efficient 
service to more people. 

“Twenty seven additional staff 
to a total of 42 will move into a 
new contact centre, CityWest Con¬ 
nect, where specialist teams will 
be in place to resolve the majority 
of queries on the first call. It will 
provide a single point of access for 
all resident queries. 

“New online services such as 
ordering repairs and managing 
rent or service charge accounts 
will be available later in the year. 

“As part of the changes, front¬ 
line services currently available 
at six estate offices are due to be 
replaced by regular drop-in ses¬ 
sions at community locations 
such as older people’s hubs and 
other local venues. 

“They will be delivered by on- 
the-ground housing management 
services, who will continue to pro¬ 
vide a point of human contact for 
housing needs and be available 
for local housing and estate man¬ 
agement issues. The team will be 
based at one of four area service 
centres and be out and about on 
estates even more. 

“The times and venues for these 
sessions will be shaped by resi¬ 
dents in a series of meetings and 
workshops to ensure they best 
meet the needs of local residents 
in each part of the city. The first 
phase of this local engagement 
will begin this month. 

“The estate offices affected by 
the proposed changes are St 
John’s Wood, Paddington Green, 
Little Venice, Lillington and Long- 
moore, Westbourne Park and 
Church Street. 

“More home visits for vulnera¬ 
ble residents who are unable to 
get out of the house or who don’t 
have internet access also form 
part of the plans. 

“Face-to-face services will con¬ 
tinue from four area service cen¬ 
tres at Lanark Road, Lilestone 
Street, Lupus Street and West¬ 
bourne Terrace, through which 
people can access their local 
teams and services. 

“Up to 60 per cent of queries 
currently reported via estate of¬ 
fices are passed on to other teams 
to resolve, and will be resolved 
quicker and more efficiently by 
telephone. 

“The proposed changes to es¬ 
tate offices are due to be in place 
by June and September this year.” 

Jonathan Cowie, chief execu¬ 
tive of CityWest Homes, said: “Im¬ 
proving our customer services 
while retaining frontline services 
for those who need them most is 
our priority. By changing the way 
we deliver customer services in 
line with how people prefer to 
contact us will ensure a better and 
more efficient service for more 
people. 

“We know it’s important for 
people to have a point of human 
contact for their housing needs 
and will continue to offer this 
through our local teams but from 
different locations including com¬ 
munity venues in line with the re¬ 
quirements of local people and 
our four area service centres.” 



Writing for you every week, 
London's most outspoken 
entrepreneur 
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Remainers like 
me need to get 
with programme 


L AST Wednes¬ 
day was the day 
I think a large 
proportion of 
the country ho¬ 
ped would never come. 

But come it has, and 
now the process to kick off 
our split from the EU has 
begun, we need to knuckle 
down, pick up the pieces, 
mend the broken relation¬ 
ships and dispense with 
the anger of the past 12 
months. 

We need to remain ami¬ 
cable in the divorce pro¬ 
ceedings, as the EU has 
promised to be to us, and 
to build a new Britain, one 
that remains a part of Eu¬ 
rope, even when our mem¬ 
bership expires. 

It’s true that we’re step¬ 
ping into a black hole of 
uncertainty and no-one 
can categorically say what 
will be at the end of the 
next two years. 

Nevertheless, Remain¬ 
ers, like myself, need to get 
with the programme and 
continue to build our busi¬ 
nesses and do what we do 
best. 

In my case, I think that 
will include re-doubling 
my efforts on demanding 
that apprenticeships and 
T-Levels are championed 
and recognised as the way 
of the future. 

In a post-Brexit environ¬ 
ment, where the supply of 
skilled labour is under 
threat, we now, more than 
ever before, must under¬ 
stand that we have to train 
our own people if we are 
going to stay ahead of the 
competition and hold our 
own in both Europe and 
the rest of the world. 

It is, however, also true 
that those who wanted to 
leave, and those who de¬ 
cided to align their politi¬ 
cal futures closely to the 
Brexit project, must un¬ 
derstand that they need to 
take the entire country 


with them and protect ev¬ 
eryone’s needs if they are 
to be successful. 

To neglect to do this 
could well see our society 
descend into the type of so¬ 
cial upheaval last seen on 
our streets during the Poll 
Tax riots of the 1990s. 

I make this warning be¬ 
cause of the discontent 
with not only the result of 
the referendum but the 
tactics and outright lies 
that were used. 

This, coupled with the 
government’s secrecy and 
apparent air of righteous¬ 
ness of its cause, is still, 
nine months later, bub¬ 
bling away just below the 
surface. 

From this moment on¬ 
wards, there needs to be 
far more transparency in 
what the government is 
negotiating for. 

For example, what will 
happen to our EU friends, 
who are working and con¬ 
tributing to our economy 
and culture? How long is it 
going to take? 

We also need an admis¬ 
sion from our negotiators 
that there cannot be a 
Brexit without some de¬ 
gree of pain. 

Our political leaders 
need to understand that re¬ 
peating ‘It’s gonna be the 
best Brexit for Britain, so 
good, just sooo good’, in 
the style of Donald Trump, 
just will not hold water for 
very much longer. 

There’s no doubt that 
whatever future we face, it 
will be a challenge, and we 
can’t succeed without our 
government having an 
honest and transparent ap¬ 
proach to Brexit. 

If we’re presented with 
this, which I hope we are, 
I’m confident that our re¬ 
silient little country will 
get through the next 10 
years in the strong posi¬ 
tion that we were in at the 
beginning. 


Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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WESTMINSTER residents came 
together to mark Easter at a cele¬ 
bration of community and kind¬ 
ness organised with the popular 
#ShareTheMiracle campaign. 

Pupils from the St Barnabas 
CE Primary School entertained 
those attending the Pullen Day 
Centre in Pimlico by performing 
a medley of songs and hymns. 

The children then gave out 
Easter gifts, including flowers 
and cards, to the audience. 

Cllr Iain Bott and Cllr Christa- 


bel Flight, both deputy cabinet 
members, helped to organise the 
event. They also attended. 

A spokesman for Westminster 
City Council said: “The day was 
part of the ShareTheMiracle 
initiative, that promotes build¬ 
ing stronger communities 
through acts of kindness and gift- 
giving. 

“They help organisations and 
individuals to build new friend¬ 
ships and strengthen links within 
their communities.” 


ShareTheMiracle began in 2013 
and the initiative aims to “trans¬ 
form communities through giv¬ 
ing, receiving or even witnessing 
kindness including promoting 
gift-giving across communities at 
Easter”. 

Pullen Day Centre user Betty 
Pennicott said: “The children 
were all so enthusiastic. 

“Some of the little girls on the 
front row were very good. 

“It was wonderful to hear them 
sing.” 


Cllr Heather Acton, cabinet 
member, public health and adult 
social service, said: “This event 
helps show what make Westmin¬ 
ster a city for all. 

“Children and older people 
came together to mark Easter and 
create something that everyone 
enjoyed. 

“Events like this show the ex¬ 
cellent work day centres do to 
help people come together as a 
community and make sure no- 
one feels isolated.” 


New funding to 
help kids affected 
by parents’ conflict 

WESTMINSTER City Council has received 
new funding from the Department for Work 
and Pensions to help children affected by 
conflict between parents. 

The council received £40,000 from the De¬ 
partment for Work and Pensions in 2016 and 
was one of 12 local authorities to pilot a local 
family offer aimed at providing greater re¬ 
lational support. 

A further £50,000 of funding is to be pro¬ 
vided in 2017, to continue to develop this 
family relationship work. 

Cllr Richard Hol¬ 
loway, pictured right, 
cabinet member for 
children, families 
and young people, 
said: “Conflict be¬ 
tween parents, whe¬ 
ther together or sep¬ 
arated, has been 
proven to have a 
long-term negative 
impact on children. 

“We strongly be¬ 
lieve that a child’s 
life chances should 
not be defined by 
their family circum¬ 
stances and it is 
right that support should be on offer for par¬ 
ents who want it. 

“This additional funding will make a dif¬ 
ference in Westminster, where we have al¬ 
ready begun work with local providers at 
family hubs to improve our offer for fami¬ 
lies.” 

The outreach service, delivered by na¬ 
tional charity Family Lives, is based in the 
Portman Centre and commissioned by the 
council. 



TV presenter cycled drunk 
in Chelsea, court is told 



THE presenter of an ITV cycling 
programme rode around a 
Chelsea square drunk and then 
failed to stop for police, a court 
heard. 

Richard Cunynghame, 36, who 
starred in ITV4 programme The 
Cycle Show, was charged with cy¬ 
cling along Sloane Square while 
drunk, ending up in Chelsea 
Square last month. 

He appeared at Hammersmith 
Magistrates’ Court last week, also 
facing a charge of ignoring a po- 


Council welcomes new service 
promoting good sexual health 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea council 
has welcomed the launch of a 
newly commissioned sex service. 

Support and Advice on Sexual 
Health (SASH), a partnership be¬ 
tween Metro, Naz, Marie Stopes 
and London Friend led byTurning 
Point, opened its doors last week. 

"SASH will promote good sex¬ 
ual health while continuing to of¬ 
fer accessible and responsive ser¬ 
vices to those with specific needs 
including HIV, specifically thro¬ 
ugh closer links with HIV treat¬ 
ment services and additional ed¬ 
ucation and employment sup¬ 
port," said a council spokesman. 

Cllr Mary Weale, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for adult social care and pub¬ 
lic health, said: "We want resi¬ 
dents to remain healthy and safe. 


and this new way of delivering 
sexual-health services makes it 
easier for people to access the 
help they need. I hope residents 
make full use of the services avail¬ 
able." 

The new service will be deliv¬ 
ered from four main hubs across 
West London: 

• Kensington and Chelsea - Earl's 
Court Health Centre, 2b Hogarth 
Road, SW5 OPT; 

• Hammersmith and Fulham - 30 
Black's Rd, Hammersmith, W6 
9DT; 

• Westminster - 209a Harrow 
Road, Westminster, W2 5EH; 

• Westminster - 31 Wardour 
Street, W1D6PT. 

See wellbeing.turning-point.co. 
uk/sexualhealth for more details. 


lice officer when he was asked to 
stop on March 22. 

The court heard that he only 
stopped when officers made con¬ 
tact with his bike in their car. 

Appearing in the dock wearing 
a dark suit, white shirt and dark 
tie, Cunynghame spoke to con¬ 
firm his name, age and address. 

Cunynghame, of Chipping 
Campden, Gloucestershire, plea¬ 
ded not guilty to one charge of be¬ 
ing drunk in charge of a pedal cy¬ 
cle, and one charge of failing to 
stop for a police officer. 

For the defence, Philip Vollons 
said: “The issues are he certainly 
was not drunk. The certain issue 
is whether he was in control of 
the bike, and he was in control of 
the bike. 

“Indeed he wasn’t over any 
limit in any event. We say the of¬ 
ficers didn’t ask him to stop at all 
until they brought him to a phys¬ 
ical standstill by making contact 
with his bike with a police vehi¬ 
cle. 

“It may well be they did ask 


him to stop but it was not heard.” 

District Judge Karim Ezzat 
said: “You have pleaded not guilty 
in relation to these two offences 
and your trial will take place on 
July 6 at City of London Magis¬ 
trates’ Court. 

“I release you on bail to return 
to court on that date.” 

On social media, Cunyng¬ 
hame - who has competed in 
downhill racing at a national and 
international level - describes 
himself as “bicyclist, writer, pre¬ 
senter, film maker, rambling 
man, rational daydreamer”. 

In 2012 he won a gold medal at 
the Downhill National Champi¬ 
onship in Moelfre, Wales. 

As well as bike riding he also 
produces, writes and directs films 
and documentaries on the world 
of downhill bike riding. 

He has also worked as a com¬ 
mentator for the UCI Downhill 
World Cup Series at locations 
around the world and written ar¬ 
ticles for Dirt Mountainbike Mag¬ 
azine on a freelance basis. 



The service regularly visits different fam¬ 
ilies to carry out assessments and deliver 
bespoke work to tackle breakdowns in fam¬ 
ily relationships. The team specifically tar¬ 
gets vulnerable families, with children aged 
up to five, to help them engage with council 
services. 

New training has been provided to staff 
to help them spot families who may need 
help and to open up conversations to see 
what support could be given. 

The funding is aimed at supporting co¬ 
parenting, regardless of whether parents 
live together. 

Jeremy Todd, pic¬ 



tured left, chief exec¬ 
utive of Family 
Lives, said: “Under¬ 
standing the com¬ 
plexity of family re¬ 
lationships and the 
factors affecting th¬ 
em is key to helping 
children get the best 
start in life. 
“Ensuring families can access support, 
whether they are parenting together or 
apart, is an important part of this.” 


■ WESTMINSTER residents are being asked to have a"once-in-a -gen¬ 
eration" say on what sort of city they want to live in. 

Westminster City Council is launching a wide-ranging public con¬ 
sultation to identify the best way forward to manage the future 
growth of Westminster, including the height of skyscapers. 

"The feedback received during the course of the consultation, 
which will run for eight weeks, will help inform the council's plans 
for the city which will be set out during the statutory consultation 
on the City Plan later this year. As part of this consultation there will 
be a series of public events taking place,"said a spokesman. 

The council's cabinet member for planning and public realm, Cllr 


Daniel Astaire, said: "As our city grows, this will be a once-in-a-gen- 
eration opportunity for all those who live, work and visit the area to 
shape its future. We cannot stand still. London's population is ex¬ 
pected to grow by almost 25 per cent by 2041 .That means we have 
to act now to find the best way to manage that growth and ensure 
that Westminster remains the centre of a leading world city. 

"Protecting the character of Westminster, as well as the World Her¬ 
itage Site, is paramount. However, there is an important balance to 
strike to ensure we do so while delivering the jobs and homes that 
will continue to position Westminster as the centre of London." 

To take part, go to westminster.gov.uk. 
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Cambridges our secret weapons 
in bid to beat post-Brexit fallout 



H AVE the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge 
been signed up to save 
us from the worst ef¬ 
fects of Brexit? It cer¬ 
tainly looks like it. 

The government is believed to 
have recruited the young royals to 
be our secret weapons to guard 
against everything falling to pieces 
when we say “ta-ra” to Europe. 

Which makes sense, as the popu¬ 
larity of the Duke and Duchess 
soars higher than anything that else 
that the government can throw at 
Europe and short of finding a new 
Beatles we’re going to need the pair 
to prop up Britannia’s image abroad 
and help us out in the highly uncer¬ 
tain years ahead. 

Although Prince William re¬ 
cently caused much controversy 
when he skipped turning out for pa¬ 
rade at the annual Commonwealth 
service at Westminster Abbey - as 
he was otherwise busy partying in 
Switzerland and plunging dad danc¬ 
ing to a new depth of silliness - it is 
believed that once he returns to 
work as a full-time royal in the au¬ 
tumn, after ending his stint as a he¬ 
licopter rescue pilot, then he will be 
getting his skates on. 

Government ministers are under¬ 
stood to be much favouring the 
Duke and Duchess - especially the 
Duchess - as the UK’s beaming 
faces of “soft diplomacy”, far more 
capable than men from the ministry 
of persuading a Europe which is 
hacked off with us quitting the team 
that Britain is not half as bad as 
they currently believe in Brussels. 

The prince charming’s globetrot 
was launched last year - shortly 
after the Brexit vote in June - when 
he was deployed to Germany on a 
UK sales pitch, which centred on 
the importance of making Angela 
Merkel feel giddy with enthusiasm 
for the Brits. 

Germany and Britain, the prince 
proclaimed, shared “a partnership 


of genuine friendship and of mas¬ 
sive mutual benefit”. 

Although this was news to the 
millions of Brits who had voted to 
get their coat, the dashing prince 
put a smile on her face by adding: 
“This partnership will continue de¬ 
spite Britain’s recent decision to 
leave the European Union. The 
depth of our friendship with Ger¬ 
many will not change.” 

Full marks for optimism there 
and his same top charm scoring was 
repeated last month when William 


and Kate popped over to Paris for 
another crucial meet and greet. 
Side-armed by Kate looking typi¬ 
cally stunning in an evening gown 
topped off with jewellery borrowed 
from the Queen, at a black-tie do 
with French President Francois 
Hollande William reiterated the 
exact same message that he had sold 
to the Germans. 

“This deep friendship between 
the United Kingdom and France, 
forged in sweat and blood, is one 
that will endure,” he said. 


“This partnership will continue 
despite Britain’s recent decision to 
leave the European Union. The 
depth of our friendship and the 
breadth of our co-operation will not 
change.” 

Kensington Palace said the trip 
was at the request of the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office, short¬ 
hand for “this is crucial work”, and 
a spokesman for the FCO added: 
“Royal visits play a very important 
role in the United Kingdom’s bilat¬ 
eral diplomacy. 

“Whilst every royal visit is 
unique, each visit is designed to 
support foreign policy objectives 
and promote closer ties across a 
range of areas, for example cultural, 
economic or political, between the 
UK and the host country.” 

Promotion of such ties is also 
likely to involve the Queen, due to 
the respect and popularity which 
she commands abroad, and 
William’s speech to France also in¬ 
cluded a line from Her Majesty for 
this good measure. 

“Before I came here, Her Majesty 
The Queen reminded me of how 
much she has enjoyed her many vis¬ 
its to France,” he said. 

“Recalling her numerous visits to 
France during her reign, she said: 
Although much has changed since 
my first visit, the ties between our 
nations have stood the test of time 
and will, I am sure, continue to 
prosper’. It is a feeling that Cather¬ 
ine and I entirely share, and look 
forward to this and many more vis¬ 
its in the years to come - to France 
our ally, our friend, our neighbour.” 

Of course, it may be somewhat of 


a surprise to our great friend and 
neighbour that the UK is taking its 
ball home and doesn’t want to play 
any more, so the Duke and Duchess 
are expected to be charged with 
many more Euro visits yet to ram 
home the argument that we’re all 
still the very best of mates. 

Having ticked off Germany and 
France on the royal friendship tour, 
the next scheduled step will come in 
June, when it’s the turn on Spain to 
get the full blast of the charm offen¬ 
sive when King Felipe and Queen 
Letizia will be paying us a state 
visit. The Spanish monarch will be 
in the UK from June 6 to 8 to pro¬ 
mote, guess what, “close ties be¬ 
tween the two countries”. 

It will be the first visit by a Span¬ 
ish monarch to the UK in more than 
three decades. King Felipe had ac¬ 
cepted an invitation from the Queen 
in December 2015 but it was post¬ 
poned following Spain’s political 
deadlock that saw it unable to form 
a government for almost a year. 

“The visit will come at a time 
when the UK will be looking for sup¬ 
port from EU allies in its Brexit ne¬ 
gotiations,” reports the Spanish 
media, which has expertly spied 
what’s going on. 

But from the Cambridges’ per¬ 
spective, it looks like they are set to 
have their work cut out at persuad¬ 
ing the rest of Europe that the UK 
intends to be still in the gang, sort 
of, because although Germany, 
France and Spain will have been 
glad-handed come the summer, 
there’s an awful lot of the EU to 
cover yet, and making weekend 
trips to the 24 other countries is 
going to keep them busy for ages. 

While it may be tempting, for the 
exhaustion levels, to skip out a visit 
to somewhere politically lesser, like 
Romania for instance, the royals’ 
travel agents at the Foreign Office 
cannot really afford to leave any EU 
state out of William and Kate’s long 
and winding roadtrip because every 
nation will be required to agree the 
terms of the Brexit agreement that 
Britain is seeking, and if any coun¬ 
try is made Kate-less it could sway 
the vote and leave us scuppered. 

And even if all of the EU states 
get the royals coming to tea, that’s 
not even the half of it - because once 
Europe has been importantly 
charmed, then there’s the Common¬ 
wealth to sort out, and there’s 52 
countries to visit there. 

The Foreign Office will be want¬ 
ing to hedge its Brexit bets. In case 
a trade deal with the EU falls apart 
it will understandably be looking to 
bolster ties with the Commonwealth 
countries which make up one third 
of the world’s population, some 
2.3 billion people, who represent an 
awful lot of potential customers. 

Which means that Prince 
William, who was dubbed “work 
shy” recently, is going to have his 
work cut out selling the “deep 
friendship” line to much of the 
planet. Here’s hoping that he at 
least gets to keep the air miles. 

Geoff Baker 
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A BOUTIQUE corporate-hospitality 
company has asked artists to reimag¬ 
ine London in the 22nd century, cre¬ 
ating images of how the capital could 
look in 2117. In the images, London is 
transformed with hovering buses, a 
flying Gherkin and a digital Big Ben. 

Team Tactics has transformed Lon¬ 
don into a city of the future, inspired 
by sci-fi films like Blade Runner and 
The Fifth Element. 

The company commissioned the 
images to coincide with the launch of 
its new competitive team-building 
activity. Game of Zones. Inspired by 
the classic 1990s gameshow The Crys¬ 
tal Maze, the new activity sees partic¬ 
ipants race around London across 
four zones - Futuristic, Medieval, In¬ 
dustrial and Ocean - completing in¬ 
teractive and fun challenges. 

Tina Benson, managing director at 
Team Tactics, said: "The images were 
really amazing for us. It's so interest¬ 
ing to see how advanced we might be 
in 100 years'time, especially consid¬ 
ering how far we've already come." 


City of the future 
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lenses 



Stay cleaner for longer 


Anybody who wears glasses will under¬ 
stand the constant effort to rid your 
lenses from annoying fingerprints and 
mystery smudges. 

UltraClear SuperClean is our new 
enhanced anti-reflection and scratch- 
resistant treatment, with some great 
added benefits - which all help to reduce 
annoying reflections, attract less dust, 
stay cleaner for longer, and make clean¬ 
ing easier. 

Perfect for everyday situations - like 
wearing your glasses in the rain, re¬ 
flections when you're driving, or those 
persistent finger smudges. 

They're good at protecting your 
wallet too - get them free with glasses 
from £69. 

5 key properties: 

• Anti-reflective - Reflections from 
uncoated lenses make it difficult to get 
sharp, clear vision throughout the lenses. 
With UltraClear SuperClean, reflections 
are removed, giving the lens a reflection- 
free appearance with great clarity. 


• Smudge-resistant - Fingerprints 
can be annoying on lenses. They look 
unattractive and affect the clarity of 
vision. UltraClear SuperClean lenses are 
smudge-resistant meaning fewer smudges, 
such as pesky fingerprints build up on 
the lenses. Fewer smudges mean less 
cleaning. 

• Super scratch-resistant - With every¬ 
day use, it's easy to scratch or damage 
an uncoated lens - so Specsavers has 
always included scratch-resistant lenses 
as standard. UltraClear SuperClean offers 
even more durability and far greater 
protection against scratching. 


• Anti-static properties - An anti-static 
layer makes the lens less likely to attract 
dust. This reduces the build-up of dust 
and other particles that find themselves 
on your lenses, so they don't have to be 
cleaned as often. 


• Super hydrophobic - The lenses also 
have greater water-repelling properties, 
giving improved visibility and making 
them easier to clean. 


Ask your optician about UltraClear SuperClean for your next pair of glasses. 




SICK OF SMUDGES? 

NEW UltraClear SuperClean lenses 
stay cleaner for longer 


UltraClear SuperClean lenses attract less dust, repel more water and resist more 
smudges than standard lenses. They’re good at protecting your wallet, too - get them 
free with glasses from £69. 


Need an eye test? Book online at specsavers.co.uk 
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Be stern - it could help save your kid’s life 


A Doctor Writes 

As London plunges into the biggest 
mental-health crisis that the city has ever 
known, top Kensington psychologist 
Dr ShamenderTalwar - who practises across 
West London - has launched in this newspaper 
a new easy-access direct consultancy aimed at 
helping the tens of thousands suffering from 
the illness.Today he discusses drug addiction 

Dear Dr Talwar 

A COLLEAGUE of mine told me to contact 
you regarding a problem I have with my son 
who is I believe on drugs of some substance. I 
have tried many places and asked many peo¬ 
ple for help but no luck . 

Last year I was washing his jeans and I 
found a bag which smelt like marijuana. 

I confronted him and he only denied by say¬ 
ing it belonged to a friend of his but did not 
want to talk about it after that. I then wanted 
to keep a close eye on him for his every action. 
But I felt I should trust him. 

But a couple of months back I had found a 
packet of some drugs which was not mari¬ 
juana when cleaning his room. I again asked 
him about this packet but he went on some 
bizarre story and switched at me for checking 
his room. 

I am a single parent and I have worked ex¬ 
tremely hard to bring up my son. I have tried 
to give him all he needs so he does not go into 
crime etc because of where we live in the es¬ 
tates. 

But I did not expect this. I must have failed 
somewhere for him to now be on some class- 
A drug. 

I have been working so much that I might 
have forgotten to keep an eye on my son all 



these years thinking he was doing well at 
school. 

I have daughter who is seven years old too. 
His mother does not bother to see our kids 
any more. In fact it’s been eight years. 

I have had to be their mum and dad and 
it’s not easy. 

Can you please help us? I believe my son is 
a drug addict and fear his addictions will de¬ 
stroy him and our family. 


John 

North Kensington 


Dear John 


THE question on many parents’ minds are 
why do teens become addicted to drugs? 
Even scientists don’t know. But first things 
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first. You must understand and believe it’s 
not your fault that your son might be a drug 
addict. 

But it is your fault if you don’t do anything 
about it. 

Your only job right now is to be a good par¬ 
ent to your son. A parent should always be 
there to teach you, to be a mentor, to help 
with decisions, and to be stern when needed. 

So the next part is easy. Be realistic! Go to 
your son as a parent who wants only the best 
for him. 

Don’t be emotional and ask random or 
maybe stupid questions. 

In fact, never, ever ask your son a question 
that will make it easy for him to lie to you. 
Because guess what - he will lie and that will 
hurt you even more. 

Let’s be straight. Forget all the hogwash, 
ego-based questions dancing wildly inside 
your brains - ones like “How could this have 
happened to you?” or “Why could you do this 
to me? I gave you everything”. 

I hate to tell you but both the questions to 
you son and the answers he gives are irrele¬ 
vant at the moment. 

Here’s what you can do to be a good parent. 
Follow the five steps below: 

• Find out what’s happening in your son’s 
life. 

• Work at convincing him you really want 
to help him. 

• Apologise for not seeing it earlier. 

• Act like you truly give a damn. 

• Truly, truly, love you son right now! 

Expect either acceptance or denial. 

Now a couple things may happen when you 
confront your son about drug use. 

First, he could be truthful and tell you ev¬ 
erything. That would be wonderful. Together, 
you’ll have a common starting point for help. 

The second reaction, denial, has a tougher 
response but still a very winnable playing 
field. So let’s look at each reaction possible 
in further depth. 

Acceptance is possible 

Naturally, the easiest route is open com¬ 
munication. He’s truthful, accepts it, and to¬ 
gether you find a therapist and a peer-driven 
self-help group that allows everybody to con¬ 
tribute to a game plan, or a manageable way 
to confront the problem. 

Now even if he fails a few times, which he 
may, it doesn’t matter. You stay with the game 
plan, you continue to be supportive with love, 
and take it one day at a time, exactly as your 
son will have to beat this addiction, one day 
at a time. 

Denial is more likely. 

OK, so what do you do if he denies every¬ 
thing? Easy answer! Be stern. 

If your son is under the legal age of adult¬ 
hood, go to your local drug store, buy a drug 
testing kit and force him to comply with your 
wishes. 

If not, take him for a physical exam and let 
a doctor do a drug test. 

Most times, your son will admit it before 
you have to act on either of the above choices. 
Why? Because he’s smart and knows the test 
will not lie. 


But what if he doesn’t? What if he tells you 
to go to hell? Easy answer! Be stern. 

Most states allow you to go to court and 
ask the judge for an order to place him in the 
joint custody of the court. 

After it is granted, your son will be forced 
to take a drug test and the result will have 
must bigger legal ramifications. 

Again, most kids fold quickly when they 
realise this is now the real deal. Most kids 
don’t want a judge taking over their life. 

I have dealt with many who have been too 
frightened to do this with their children. They 
thought the ramifications would destroy 
chances for the child becoming a normal, well- 
rounded adult with anything like this on his 
or her record. 

Boy, were they wrong. They almost lost 
their children. Now if they had to do it over 
again, knowing what they know now, it would 
be court. 

Finally, what if your son is 18? What if he 
is legal in most states, and he refuses to do 
anything you ask? 

Easy answer! Be stern! If he refuses your 
love, refuses your help, refuses your restric¬ 
tion for continuing to live under your roof in 
a safe environment, threaten to kick him out. 

Now some parents are not comfortable with 
my suggestion to boot their son or daughter 
out of their home. 

They tell me “He has no place to go” or, bet¬ 
ter yet, “No, I can’t kick him out, he’ll only 
get worse”. 

All of the above comments and any other 
excuses you can drum up are an exercise in 
being a full-blown moron. 

It’s only a threat to kick them on to the 
streets. 

But John, over and above everything you 
are a single parent and have tried your best 
with looking after your children. 

Don’t lose heart because it’s not easy what 
you are going through. Take some of my ad¬ 
vice above it could save your family and, most 
importantly, his life. 

Dr Talwar 

■Week by week. Dr Talwar is addressing 
common mental-health problems and ways 
to overcome them. If you or someone 
you care for has mental-health issues, send 
your questions to drtalwar@ 
londonweeklynews.co.uk. 
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E VERY once in a very long while 
an idea conies along that makes 
you think “Yes! I’m so glad to be 
alive”. And the latest in precious 
few of these is becoming the new 
sensation of first London and next the 
planet - star-free showbiz where the punter 
is king. 

Everything about this, well almost every¬ 
thing, we love. Even the way they are 
billing it knocks the nail on the head: “In a 
world gone mad, it’s time to go La La”. 

The 02 Academy at Islington has just 
started this brand new night which we 
heartily recommend to everyone, La La 
Land headed up by the masters of Mas- 
saoke. 

“Think live band, glitter cannons, giant 
balloons, lip-sync battles and anthems from 
the 80s, 90s, 00s with massive celebrity 
guests,” said a spokesman for the very best 
night out since the birth of rock’n’roll. 

Admittedly, the “massive celebrity 
guests” line is a bit disappointing because 
the whole point of the wonder which is Mas- 
saoke is that you don’t need celebs. As with 
most things in this sick star-obsessed life, 
it’d be better without them and their egos 
sucking all of the attention out of the arena. 
But that minor gripe aside, Massaoke is the 
bees’ knees. 

Previously known as Friday I’m In Love, 
this popular singalong club night allows 
punters to belt out their favourite indie and 
pop anthems en masse, the whole crowd 
sings along as one, backed by a live house 
band with lyrics projected on to the wall. 

Or as the event’s PR Alex Karol put it, de¬ 
liciously: “Forget the movie, La La Land is 
the evolution of the club night where the 
crowd become the star of the interactive 
show; part club, part live-gig and all specta¬ 
cle. 

“A land where DJs perform with live mu¬ 
sicians and the crowd roar a Massaoke sin¬ 
galong band. A land of rock-star glamour, 
glitter cannons, video projections, giant bal¬ 
loons, lip-sync battles and the greatest rock 
and pop anthems of the 80s, 90s, and 00s 
where our hard-earned Friday nights are 
made unforgettable.” 


ROGER Daltrey is among a num¬ 
ber of musical icons who have 
unveiled a series of unique Rolls- 
Royces they helped design. The 
Who frontman teamed up with 
Mike Mclnnerney, the man re¬ 
sponsible for the famous album 
artwork on the 1969 record 
Tommy, to overhaul a £250,000- 
plus Rolls-Royce Wraith. 

They gave the bonnet of the 
155mph sports car the same 
iconic motif as the album sleeve 
while stitching a number of de¬ 
signs into the headrests. 

There are also numerous en¬ 
gravings inspired by songs from 
Tommy on the Roller. 

The Rolls-Royce Wraith Tommy 
edition is one of nine models 
which are receiving a British rock 
makeover, with a portion of pro¬ 
ceeds being donated to charity. 

It was unveiled at the Sander¬ 
son Hotel in Fitzrovia alongside 
another Who-inspired Wraith. 

Roger said:"lt's been immense 
fun working in collaboration 
with Rolls-Royce to create two 
cars which capture some of The 
Who's iconography so beauti¬ 
fully. The Tommy car is truly a 
work of art, and Mike Mclnner¬ 
ney and Rolls-Royce's designers 


Geoff Baker 


on a new 
phenomenon at 
02 Academy, 
Islington 


Massaoke began a couple of 
years back, to immediate 
success. But this will 
be the year when 
the entertain¬ 
ment version of 
the Brexit and 
Trump vote 
philosophy 
goes crazy. 

The move¬ 
ment is already 
well ahead in 
its march for 
world domination, 
the Massaoke band 
has returned to the cap¬ 
ital to launch La La Land 
after a 10-week Australian tour and sell-out 
run of the Edinburgh Fringe 2016. 

The late-night event has been a runaway 
success, playing to more than 75,000 people 
in the last year alone. Dozens of celebrity 
guest stars including A1 Murray - The Pub 
Landlord, Fatman Scoop, Ed Byrne, Jon 
Snow, Aisling Bea and Erasure’s Andy Bell 
have also caught the Massaoke bug, with 
Bonnie Tyler herself declaring it “fab”. 

Last Friday saw the La La Land club ex¬ 
perience open at the 02 Academy. And by 
all accounts it was a euphoric celebration of 
many of the best songs ever written, by the 
most Friday night-worthy singers acts Bon 
Jovi, Adele, Queen, David Bowie, Taylor 
Swift, Spice Girls, Europe, Take That, Jour¬ 
ney, Whitney Houston, Arctic Monkeys, 
Wheatus, Amy Winehouse, Bonnie Tyler, 
Madonna and more. 

But if you missed it, fret not. La La Land 
Club is to be a new monthly fixture on the 
02 Acadmey Islington’s calendar, promising 
themed evenings of en-masse Friday fun 
with fancy dress, performers and more of 
the unexpected - La La Land is a night out 
fit for the end of days. 

Go, do not miss it. You will probably 
never have such a great night for the rest of 
your life. 

Tickets for the May La La Land at the 02 
Academy Islington are available now from 
massaoke.com. 




A 


have done a great job bringing 
to life themes from the album 
and its artwork. 

"Both cars will raise vital funds 
and awareness for the Teenage 
Cancer Trust, and will be among 
the ultimate collectors' pieces for 
any The Who aficionado." 

Rolls-Royce haven't released 
prices for the special coupes. But 
an entry-level, non-modified 
Wraith costs from £240,000. 

Two other unique Rolls-Royce 
Wraiths were also unveiled - one 
by Sir Ray Davies of The Kinks, 
and one by Giles Martin, son of 
songwriter and producer Sir 
George Martin. 


Roger Daltrey with 
the Tommy Roller 


There will be further collabo¬ 
rations revealed at a later date, 
with Rolls-Royce teaming up 
with Dame Shirley Bassey, Fran¬ 
cis Rossi and Ronnie Wood for 
one-off models. 

Torsten Muller-Otvos, chief ex¬ 
ecutive officer, Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars, said: "The enduring 
allure of Rolls-Royce has been 
encouraged over the years by 
some of the world's most famous 
and important music icons. 

"This collaboration, with some 
of Britain's most celebrated mu¬ 
sicians, promises to add to this 
legacy, creating collectors' items 
which support worthy charities." 
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W HEATUS are back. Ai ’ 
it’s hard to believe th 
debut album is 17 yea 
old this year. Like so 
many worldwide hits 
fore and since, Teena, 
Dirtbag, the band’s ode to adolescence a 
inescapable breakthrough, seems timele 
Dateless. As if it’s always existed. It’s ce 
tainly reached subsequent generations 1 
the one that moshed to it first time 
around. 

“That’s probably the most aston¬ 
ished I’ve ever been on stage, when 
those kids sang back to us every 
night,” says the band’s Brendan B 
Brown. 

He’s referring to his experience on 
tour with Busted last year, when 
those old enough to remember the 
early Noughties sang away with much 
newer fans. Regardless of age, they all 
knew Teenage Dirtbag. 

“I thought it would be good but I wasi 
prepared for the crazy reception we got. 
was extraordinary for a support act to g 
that kind of love,” says Brendan. 

As for the 17 years since the debut 
album’s release, for Brendan it seems 
longer. But simultaneously, not that Ion 
ago. 

“I keep finding things from that craz^ 
time. I’ve kept a lot of the first-album ps 
phernalia and some of it is as it was. 

“The reaction to that record has re¬ 
mained pretty fresh, which is both odd and 
wonderful.” 

Now, after spending nine weeks in a van 
touring the US, Wheatus are coming to the 
UK and Ireland for another tour. 

And Brendan cannot wait. “Playing in the 
States has made us very keen.” 

As in more recent years, which have in¬ 
cluded, among other things, sales of equip¬ 
ment on eBay, it’s taken some creative 
funding to get the show on the road, but it’s 
a reality of the modern music industry. No 
drama or panicking, just pragmatism. 

“I’ve only ever felt the need to plan for 
the worst. Fortunately, we never got used to 
having money. Our first album was made on 
a shoestring, and so it goes. We entered the 
music industry as the money exited,” said 
Brendan. 

“Perhaps some new efficiencies will come 


and make things easier. But, with few ex¬ 
ceptions, I think what happened to jazz 
music has happened to the rest of music - 
only the people who love it to death can stay 
in the game.” 

There were a couple of mistakes made 
along the way, such as selling the beautiful, 
rare snare drum that was used during the 
recording of Teenage Dirtbag. But for now, 
it’s really the only way to make Wheatus 
work - to liquidate and start over with each 
touring and recording. 

Just don’t ever expect to see Brendan’s 
beloved Martin acoustic on eBay. That, and 
a handful of other secret talismans, is on a 
special list of never-sells. 

The biggest upside of self-funding in this 
way is that the days of being ripped off are 
over. 

“That happened to us a few times with 


third parties involved. And you also wind 
up learning how to fix your own engine, so 
to speak. You get to see how the sausage gets 
made, what’s needed and what’s not,” he 
said. 

Brendan, always singular in his vision, is 
now also the only member of the original 
line-up remaining. It’s nothing new, he says, 
but also he couldn’t be happier with the cur¬ 
rent situation. 

“I spent quite a few years writing and 
demoing the first album by myself. When I 
consider the line-up changes over the years 
it’s 98 per cent positive memories. There 
was only ever one true falling out. Cur¬ 
rently, from a musical point of view, we’re 
greasier with Leo Freire and Matthew T 
Milligan as the rhythm section than we’ve 
ever been. 

“It’s really starting to grow me in good 


funk mould. Plus we’re all adults, so that 
helps. 

“Album seven is halfway recorded, so 
we’ll try to finish that in time for Christ¬ 
mas. Then, in 2018, we've got some re-organ¬ 
ising to do. 

“I have a plan for a retrospective box-set- 
style re-release of everything we’ve ever 
done and then some. 

“Finally we’re gonna get the album-one 
vinyl package together along with every¬ 
thing else re-released on vinyl - in some 
cases, remixed and remastered too. 

“Lots of work to do in 2018. And then, 
after that, we’ll be gearing up for the 20th- 
anniversary tour.” 

Wheatus kick off a huge UK tour at the end 
of this month and will be at the 02 Academy, 
Islington, on June 2. Go, if only to singalong 
on a rock classic. 


PR man’s lyrical efforts set to give former Nouvelle Vague singer bigger fanbase 


YOU’VE probably not heard of Melanie Pain, the French 
indie pop singer from Caen who used to perform with 
Nouvelle Vague, who may also be a mystery to you. 

It doesn’t matter. Go anyway to her launch show for 
her new album Parachute , at The 100 Club on Thursday, 
if only to salute her PR James Heward for his outstand¬ 
ing effort for Lyrical Press Release Of The Month. 

“Parachute is Melanie Pain’s third album, one that 
defies gravity,” writes James. “From the first words 
there’s a startling contrast, an illusion of lightness, 
chiselled lyrics. Melanie has widened her horizons, de¬ 
cided to explore new territories and move towards the 
light. These are songs for a new beginning. ‘What’s the 
use?’ she asks in the first verse. Why record a new 
album? 

“It’s a question every artist should ask before buck¬ 
ling down. Is it a question to be avoided? Not at all - 
rather an invitation to throw away your compass in a 
world sorely in need of direction. 

“To deliberately lose her way and regain her equilib¬ 
rium, Melanie Pain made one of her dreams come true: 
working with Gael Rakotondrabe, pianist of the highly 
respected Antony and the Johnsons (as well as Co- 
coRosie). Parachute is entirely piano-based, deliber¬ 
ately no guitar was recorded. 



“Since the dawn of (musical) time, it has been said: re¬ 
strictions open possibilities, they tighten their grip then 


set you free. Melanie has left her pop-folk influences far 
behind. The style is now hard to define - hybrid and 
modern, classical, almost aquatic. Melanie is at ease 
here, experimental and theatrical on some tracks, mini¬ 
malist and organic on others... always filled with emo¬ 
tion - hers, ours. 

“Darker and more intense, Melanie explores her 
fears, and these demons produce wonders: the sweet vi¬ 
olence of passing time {On dirait ), dealing with mourn¬ 
ing {Dans une boite). Next comes light {Pristine): ‘Are 
you ready to burn until the very end?’. Yes, a hundred 
times yes. Then the piano returns in full force {Le mot), 
the desire to shed your skin {La ou Pete) and its ode to 
being naked, a chic, organic invitation, both sensual 
and carnal: ‘You’ll find me there under a stone, you’ll 
find me naked, you’ll find me so far from yesterday, you 
won’t recognise me... any more’. 

“Piano and percussion start {Levres Rubis), a declara¬ 
tion that only love can vanquish fear. All doubts evapo¬ 
rate. The heart and body feel lighter, life resurfaces. It 
is never too late: ‘Even tears evaporate’ {On dirait). 

“We know, we can feel it - this disc has softly illumi¬ 
nated Melanie’s life. It may also, song after song, listen 
after listen, illuminate yours too.” 

Priceless. 
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P LAYWRIGHT Jack Thorne has be¬ 
come the talk of the town over the last 
year, with his collaboration with JK 
Rowling on Harry Potter And The 
Cursed Child further cementing his 
reputation as one of this country’s most revered 
providers of theatrical wizardry. 

Quite apart from becoming affiliated with the 
worldwide Potter phenomenon, Jack is about to 
further monopolise the London theatre-going 
fraternity when his adaptation of Georg Buch¬ 
ner’s Woyzeck, featuring Star Wars’ John 
Boyega, opens at the Old Vic in May and his new 
musical entitled Junkyard gets its London debut 
at the Rose Theatre in Kingston. 

Jack is a world-renowned, BAFTA Award¬ 
winning writer who has written for radio, the¬ 
atre and film - most notably the television 
shows Skins, Cast-offs and The Last Panthers. 

The busy wordsmith took some time out of his 
demanding schedule to talk to me about the new 
musical, which is partly based on a project his 
father embarked upon in the 1970s. 

The musical features a score by the celebrated 
composer Stephen Warbeck. 

Jack said: “It’s a musical about a group of kids 
who are enlisted, somewhat reluctantly, to build 
a junk playground near their school in Lock- 
leaze, Bristol. 

“It’s about a guy called Rick, who is slightly 
based on my dad Nick, and it’s about the prob¬ 
lems he and the kids encounter as a result.” 

Jack was born in Bristol. And although he left 
the area at the age of nine, he has fond memories 
of days spent at the playground, which is still 
standing more than 45 years after it was built. 

“These playgrounds, which I remain slightly 
in awe of, were unique,” he said. “Every piece 
was unlike every other piece so we wanted to 
give the show a very distinctive junkyard feel¬ 
ing.” 

Junkyard follows Rick, who remembers what 
it’s like to be a teenager. So when he decides to 
build a junk playground in Bristol, he’s pretty 
sure he has the charisma to get a bunch of reluc¬ 
tant kids involved. 

He’s wrong - but with some old-fashioned 
emotional bribery, Rick persuades Fiz, Higgy 
and Ginger to help him. The project turns from 
something that means nothing to something that 
means a lot. 

Jack said: “The kids are based on a mix of sto¬ 
ries I’ve been told and a bit of research I’ve done. 
I was a learning support worker too when I left 
college so there’s a bit of everything. There’s a 
bit of my friends growing up and there’s a bit of 
me. There’s a mishmash.” 

With so many successful plays and dramas 
under his belt, I’m curious as to why Jack has 
decided to make Junkyard into a musical. He 
told me that the music helps with the challenge 
of truthfully depicting teenagers. 

“It was important to me that this was a pro¬ 
duction where the kids sounded like kids. 
There’s always a worry with these things that 
someone will have to say something cheesy at a 
certain moment and the good thing about musi¬ 
cals are that they are an opportunity to see in¬ 
side someone’s brain.” 

Jack said: “It’s a way of getting an insight into 
these characters, who aren’t necessarily going 
to be that great at talking. They are great at the 
way they talk to each other but not necessarily 
great at expressing the way they are feeling 
about things - and when they sing, you suddenly 
see an all new side to them.” 

Jack has collaborated with composer Stephen 
Warbeck, who first became known for his music 
to accompany the television series Prime Suspect 
but went on to write a plethora of well-known 
film scores including those for Billy Elliot, Cap¬ 
tain Corelli’s Mandolin and Shakespeare In Love, 
for which he won an Academy Award. 

“The way the music has been constructed by 
the great Stephen Warbeck is not very conven¬ 
tional,” said Jack. “It’s not like a classic musical 
where someone breaks out into an aria. This is 
much more rough and ready than that. There 
are moments every now and then when a sen¬ 
tence will be sung and there’s an interaction 
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with the band all the time. That was also a way 
of making this feel a bit anarchic. 

“It’s trying to be a piece that shows the dan¬ 
gers of outreach and how outreach can go 
wrong, but also a celebration of what can work.” 

The production is in conjunction with Theatr 
Clwyd and the Bristol Old Vic and the musical 
has enjoyed critically acclaimed runs in both 
venues prior to its transfer to the Rose Theatre. 

Jack’s next theatrical enterprise is an adapta¬ 
tion of the famous unfinished work by Georg 
Buchner, Woyzeck, which will open at the Old 
Vic Theatre in May. 

“It’s beautiful,” said Jack. “It’s described as 
the first working-class tragedy. There’s an end¬ 
ing posited but I didn’t find the different ways 
in which you can end it the most interesting bit. 
I worked out quite early on in my career that I’m 
not Sarah Kane. I wish I was, but 
I don’t have that same poetic 
sense. 

“It’s often been 
adapted by writers 
who have captured 
the poetry of it. 

What I’ve tried to 
do is tell it a bit 
more straightfor¬ 
wardly as a tra¬ 
gedy and so it’s 
probably the most 
mainstream version 
Woyzeck’ s seen in a 
while. Whether that’s 
good or bad, I don’t know. 

But it’s been really amazing 
to work on it.” 

The new adaptation is set in 1980s Germany 
and follows a young soldier with mental difficul¬ 
ties. Jack was inspired to adapt the play follow¬ 
ing the experiences of some of his 
contemporaries from school. 

“A lot of the kids I knew who joined the Army 
had already been bullied,” he said. “They were 
already quite vulnerable and they were the ones 
who went off to Iraq and saw some fairly heavy 
service. I didn’t feel their story was ever really 
told so I thought it was an opportunity to write 
about that. Right from the start, that was what 
interested me and that’s why it’s a bit more con¬ 
ventional than Woyzeck would normally be, be¬ 
cause it’s my way of telling those kids’ stories.” 

The play will star John Boyega, who rose to 
fame as stormtrooper Finn in Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens. Jack said: “He’s absolutely 
amazing. We’ve got an incredible cast and let’s 
hope I haven’t ruined it. I’m petrified at the mo¬ 
ment.” 

As a Harry Potter fan, I didn’t feel I could talk 
with Jack without mentioning his contribution 
to the franchise. Jack wrote the play Harry Pot¬ 
ter And The Cursed Child based on an original 
story by creator JK Rowling and theatre director 
John Tiffany. A new cast has just started re¬ 
hearsals and will take over in the West End pro¬ 
duction at the end of May. 

Nominated for 11 Olivier awards, the play at 
the Palace Theatre is sold out for at least the 
next year. I asked Jack if he feels its phenomenal 
success has had a significant impact on his life. 

Jack said: “It’s been amazing and I feel very 
grateful to be a part of it. I’m sure if it does get a 
long life and if it’s still running, it will start to 
change the way I feel about things. It was so ex¬ 
citing to be part of it and it remains so exciting 
to be part of it.” 

I ask Jack if he sees a future for any other 
Harry Potter stage productions, or perhaps Fan¬ 
tastic Beasts - The Musical ? 

Jack said: “That would be up to Jo (JK Rowl¬ 
ing). I feel very grateful that she allowed us to 
do this much.” 

Junkyard will open at the Rose Theatre in 
Kingston on April 19. Woyzeck will run at the Old 
Vic from May 13 until June 24. Harry Potter And 
The Cursed Child continues at the Palace The¬ 
atre. For more details, see rosetheatre 
kingston.orgIwhats-onljunkyard, oldvictheatre. 
com\whats-on\2017\woyzeck and harrypotter 
theplay.com. 


Junkyard comes to the Rose Theatre at Kingston this month Picture: Manuel Harlan 
Inset, Jack Thorne Picture: Dan Wooller 
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Escape The Scaffold 

at Theatre 503 


TITAS Hadler’s 
dystopian thriller 
evokes confusion 
with its shifting 
timelines and 
hints at a Big 
Brother-style 
regime but it 
lacks the sus¬ 
pense needed to 
make it an en¬ 
thralling stage 
show, writes 
Nicky Sweetland. 

Flipping back 
and forth across a 
decade of deceit, 
Grace (Rosie 
Sheehy) is im¬ 
mersed in a world 
where her strug¬ 
gles with inner in¬ 
securities are 
projected on to 
her two potential 
suitors. 

The potential 
suitors are Mar¬ 
cus (Charles Re- 
ston), a pompous, 
privileged right- 
wing toff who will 
offer her security, 
and Aaron (Trieve 
Blackwood-Cam- 
bridge), who of¬ 
fers free-spirited 
optimism. 

The trio begin 
as uni house¬ 
mates but it be¬ 
comes apparent, 
after some type of 
shift in the coun¬ 
try’s political 
landscape, that 
Aaron’s Bolshe¬ 
vik leanings be¬ 
come unmanage¬ 
able for his co¬ 


horts. I say it be¬ 
comes apparent - 
you’ve got to do a 
lot of your own 
guessing to make 
sense of what is 
being portrayed 
in act one. 

Much of the dia¬ 
logue is very dis¬ 
jointed and the 
conversation feels 
false. But I can 
only assume this 
is a ploy to make 
us feel unsettled, 
although it actu¬ 
ally just leaves 
the opening se¬ 
quences with an 
unprofessional 
air. 

As the play set¬ 
tles into a 
rhythm, things 
improve and the 
cast are more able 
to examine the in¬ 
tricacies of their 
complex charac¬ 
ters. 

But with a per¬ 
plexing subplot, 
which leads to a 
lack of any real 
suspense, you’ll 
be left wondering 
if you ever got to 
grips with the 
message this pro¬ 
duction is at¬ 
tempting to 
convey. 

Escape The 
Scaffold is run¬ 
ning at Theatre 
503 until Satur¬ 
day. You can find 
more details at 
theatre503.com. 



Trieve Blackwood-Cambridge and Rosie 
Sheehy in Escape The Scaffold 

Picture: Aenne Pallasca 
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Griff Rhys Jones, Lee Mack 
and Ryan Gage in The Miser 
at the GarrickTheatre 

Picture: Alastair Muir 
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Sweetland 

reviews 

the miser 

at the Garrick 
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Q 06 sn t appiy to 
this production 
and the once-comical 
collection of pros has 
instead been turned into 
a star vehicle for its leading 
cast. 

If you’re a fan of Lee Mack, you’ll love his 
audience interaction, ad libs and popular 
culture references. But I’m afraid I found it 
a bit like a pantomime, only without the 


tickets. But sometimes this is at the expense 
of a quality production - and sadly that’s 
the case with The Miser at the Garrick The¬ 
atre. 

The farcical comedy written by Moliere 
has received an update from Sean Foley and 
Phil Porter and an injection of well-known 
names - Griff Rhys Jones, Mathew Horne 
and, making his West End debut, comedian 
Lee Mack. 


J joyful musical interludes and 
clever double entendres. 

Uncomplicated, unsophisti¬ 
cated and, after the first few mo¬ 
ments, all pretty boring, this show 
vill appeal to those who want to 
plicate a night at home in front of 
television. But for those looking 
ior a real theatrical comedy experience, I 
would suggest popping up the road to see 
David Tennant’s masterful Don Juan in an¬ 
other Moliere adaptation instead. 

The Miser runs at the Garrick Theatre 
until June 3. You can find more details on 
the website nimaxtheatres.com. 



The Life 

at Southwark Playhouse 


CY Coleman had a bit of knack for 
writing musicals about the 
world’s forgotten women, writes 
Nicky Sweetland. 

Perhaps his most famous work, 
Sweet Charity, focuses on a group 
of dance-hall hostesses. But he 
went on to delve even deeper into 
society’s hidden underclass when 
he teamed up with Ira Gasman 
and David Newman to create The 
Life. 

First produced off Broadway in 
1990, The Life went on to enjoy an 
acclaimed run at the Ethal Barry¬ 
more Theatre, where it won two 
Tony Awards. 

The production at Southwark 
Playhouse, with original director 
Michael Blakemore taking the 
reins, marks the first time the 
show has been staged in London - 
and the hard-hitting musical 
proves a gritty yet surprisingly 


funny exposition of a career in 
prostitution. 

We meet Queen (played with 
class by T’Shan Williams), a 
young woman from Savannah, 
who has been pimped out by 
boyfriend Fleetwood in order to 
help pay for his drug habit. 

David Albury as Fleetwood is a 
bit too clean-cut and all-American 
to make his interest in the lower 
echelons of society wholly believ¬ 
able. But his gorgeous voice will 
win you over and his friendship 


with the suitably sleazy Jojo 
(John Addison) makes for an in¬ 
teresting lesson in manipulation. 

They are all beholden to lord of 
the underground Memphis 
(played with an immense amount 
of menace by Cornell S John), a 
thoroughly evil king pimp, who 
only has eyes for money and 
power. 

Queen’s friend Sonja (Sharon D 
Clarke) - an older, more-experi¬ 
enced hooker - attempts to help 
her escape. The production moves 


into a higher gear when Clarke 
enters the fray. Her astonishing 
voice reverberates around the au¬ 
ditorium and is like nectar to the 
ears when she sings, such is the 
quality of sound Clarke creates. 

It’s lovely to hear a full band 
performing Coleman’s rich score 
but Clarke is the only one really 
able to compete with it, as in the 
intimate auditorium the sound 
overpowers most of the other per¬ 
formers. However, this means the 
ensemble numbers, performed by 
the exuberant supporting cast, be¬ 
come a riot of noise and colour, 
which perfectly replicates the 
busy nightlife of New York. The 
use of multiple entrances ensures 
the audience feel immersed in the 
action at all times. 

The Life is a classic with an im¬ 
portant message about loyalty. 
And with a fabulous score and ex¬ 
cellent cast, the production at 
Southwark Playhouse is a must- 
see for fans of musical theatre. 

The Life is running at South¬ 
wark Playhouse until April 29. See 
southwarkplayhouse. co. ukl 
showlthe-life for more details. 
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Classified 

7. Y.V. • • rumitur* 7177777—' L 

Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: classified@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4939 


Jobs 


Articles Wanted 


UNTERS 


Senior Sales/Lettings Negotiator 

Required 

An experienced negotiator is required to work for one of UK's 
leading Estate Agency brand with over 200 branches nationwide, 
candidate must have minimum of 2 years' experience of working 
within the industry,candidates without experience but with strong 
motivation and passion for the industry may also be considered, 
must drive with full UK license, candidate must also be self- 
motivated with desire to excel and grow in the industry into 
management position. Training and induction will be provided. 

Salary is £25k OTE 
Application is by sending CV to 
james.ademuyiwa@huntersnet.co.uk, or call James on 
07535 648 939 


DOG CARERS WANTED 


Must have a secure garden 
No pets or pre school children 
£98-£210 pw 
01932 568 584 

www.homefromhomedogboarding.com 


Catering / Hotel / Bar 

School Catering 
Vacancies at Independent 
Catering 

School Chef 
Manager - Bexley 

£25k 07.00 - 15.30 

Apply at: 

www.independentcatering.co.uk 
See website for other vacancies 


Business 


Legal Services 


Considering Bankruptcy or IVA? 


• om 4 •«**» cmMWw ****•»» 

* «UK OtNhn^ T»lMM OMh 

• wad 


Watt & Co AccounUnU Ltd 

8 3208 819 4SS9 


For Sale 


Articles for Sale 


LauraStar Ironing system 
Drain Tray. Designed by Swiss 
engineers, this drain tray col¬ 
lects water full of undesirable 
particles when you rinse your 
boiler. ONLY £4.99 (was 
£12.25). Phone calls ONLY. - 
07960 280 756 

Dressmakers’/Tailors’ pattern 
making card roll. Strong 
manila card to make reusable 
pattern pieces and blocks. 1m 
W x 85m L. ONLY £64.99 (was 
£90). Phone calls ONLY. - 07960 
280 756 

Perspex Book Display Stands. 

High quality clear acrylic. H 
15cm x W 12.5cm. ONLY £2.49 
each (were £4.15). Phone calls 
ONLY - 07960 280 756 


Tb aJwrtiw in thia 



LauraStarAnti-Scale 
WaterFilter. Filter tap water for 
ironing. Preventing lime scale 
and salts, it prolongs the life of 
your iron and improves steam 
quality. ONLY 19.99 (was 
£44.95). Phone calls ONLY - 
07960 280 756 

LauraStar Water Refill Bottle. 

Practical, it allows you to easily 
refill your ironing system with 
water. ONLY £4.99 (was 
£10.12). Phone calls ONLY. - 
07960 280 756 



OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


Bicycles 


"Sturdy Bicycle Very good 
condition, virtually never used. 
Lock, helmet, pump etc,pick up 
prom Pimlico £40. Send me an 
email and I will send you a pic. 
pimlicogerry@gmail.com" 


Gardening 

Products 


Peace Lily (Spathiphyllum). 

Luxuriant growth. Glossy leaves 
and large white flowers. 
Attractive Greek key design ter¬ 
racotta plastic pot (24 cm diam¬ 
eter) and saucer. Height 80 cm. 
£19.99. Phone calls ONLY - 
07960 280 756 

Spider Plants (Chlorophytum). 

Trailing plants. Will produce 
sprays of tiny white star-like 
flowers. Stylish glossy black 
plastic pot (12.5cm diameter) 
and saucer. 4 left. Just £3.99 
each. Phone calls ONLY. 
07960 280 756 

Miscellaneo 
us Sales 


Vintage black Singer sewing 
machine base (L60cm W47cm 
H71cm). Rust-proofed, primed 
and painted. Choice of either 
solid wood top (LI 80cm 
W80cm D12.5cm) or heatproof 
tiled top (LI 20cm W74cm 
D9cm). £59.99 - 07960 280 756 

Pets & 
Livestock 


SmartCatTM scratching post. 

Durable sisal that naturally 
inspires scratching. Sturdy base 
eliminates wobbling or toppling. 
Removable washable red cush¬ 
ion seat. H88.9cm W40.6cm 
D40.6cm. Good condition. 
ONLY £39.99 (was £63.99). - 
07960 280 756 

Animal travel crate. IATA 
Animal Transport Compliant. 
Handholds facilitate lifting. 
Sturdy plastic water bowl firmly 
affixed. Leak-and escape-proof. 
Used for 2 flights. Excellent 
condition. H50cm L65cm 
W40cm. £34.99 (was £74.99). - 
07960 280 756 


Gardening 

Products 


Peace Lily (Spathiphyllum). 

Tall indoor plant. Large glossy 
leaves and white flowers. 
Attractive Greek key design ter¬ 
racotta plastic pot (30cm diam¬ 
eter) and saucer. Height 102cm. 
ONLY £19.99. Phone calls 
ONLY. - 07960 280 756 

Dragon Tree (Dracaena) 

Beautiful air-purifying indoor 
statement plant. Glossy dark 
green leaves with red margins. 
Height 60cm. In glossy black 
5litre plastic pot and saucer. 
ONLY £11.99. Phone calls 
ONLY. - 07960 280 756 
Avocado Tree Shiny leaved, 
underplanted with Tradescantia 
(Wandering Jew) with green and 
purple leaves. Height 106cm. In 
30.5cm diameter glossy black 
plastic pot and saucer. ONLY 
£19.99. Phone calls ONLY. - 
07960 280 756 

Variegated Peace Lily 
(Spathiphyllum). Indoor plant 
with large white flowers and 
green, cream and white leaves. 
In black 5 litre pot (22cm diam¬ 
eter). Height 70cm. ONLY £12. 
Phone calls ONLY. - 07960 280 
756 

Pets & 
Livestock 


Cat scratching post. Sturdy 
construction eliminates toppling 
or wobbling. Sisal and carpet- 
covered column. Comfortable 
carpeted top. Peephole (16cm 
diameter) encourages play. 
H87cm W61cm D41cm. 
Excellent condition. ONLY 
£29.99 (was £59.99). - 07960 
280 756 

Animal travel crate. IATA 
Animal Transport Compliant. 
Handholds facilitate lifting. 
Sturdy plastic water bowl firmly 
affixed. Leak-and escape-proof. 
Used for 2 flights. Excellent 
condition. H40cm L55cm 
W35cm. £28.99 (was £56.99). - 
07960 280 756 

Igloo bed. Your cat or dog will 
enjoy this snug, safe retreat. 
Red and white gingham. 
Removable cushion. Washable 
polycotton. H35cm W39cm D39 
cm. Excellent condition. ONLY 
5.99 (was £14). - 07960 280 
756 


Wanted 


WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK, POP, PRNK, INDIE, REGGAE, SOOL... 

IP’S AND SINGLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 

CALL : 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinylwanted@aol.com 
ALSO INTERESTED IN NON CHART CD COLLECTIONS 


f YOUR LOCAL 1 
NEWSPAPER 

BEST FOR NEWS, SPORT, 
JOBS, CARS & HOMES 


Home Services 


Roofing & Guttering 


Building 


ALL PLASTERING 

And Small Building work 

All areas covered 

Please call Jeff on 

07597 663 838 


Building Plans 


PLAiflT Design & Build. 


& 


Providing: Project Management 
Consultations, Drawings for 
Planning & Building Control, & 
Statutory authorites Specification 
preparation & Project 
management of contraction. 
I Projects: Extensions, Conversions, 
Building Improvement works, 
, Kitchen and bathroom design & 
refurbishment. 


Visit our Facebook page: 

http://rn.facebook.com/plan4itpm 
Tel: 07446 940 875 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

ALL TYPES OF CARPENTRY 
DOORS, LOCKS, FENCING, FLOORING, PAINTING, 
DECORATING & LOTS MORE 
SASH WINDOWS REPAIRED 

07885 245 713 
020 8715 6313 

La.carpentryservices 12@hotmail.com 


Gardening (Home Serv) 

SE1 TREES & GARDENS 

ALL LONDON & SURREY AREAS 

•Tree, Hedge & Grass Cutting »AII Shrub Planting 
•Garden Maintenance -All Pressure Washing 
Saturday & Sundays worked if required 

Free Estimates 

07974 478 038 

simonpee!321 @icloud.com 




Kitchens & Bathrooms 


Kitchen & Bathroom Fully Installed 
Including Plastering, Floor & Wall 
Tiling, All Electrical works. 

• Free estimates • Reliable & Affordable 
•Professional service • All work guaranteed 

Call Lloyd 07757 529 051 

info@osbourne-installations.co.uk 

www.osbourne-installations.co.uk 


Storage & Removals 

PYRAMID 

REMOVALS 

VAN & 2 MEN 
Reliable Service 
House Clearance 
Will Move Anything Anytime 
Covers SE/SW Areas 

07941 072 332 
0208 309 7223 


[SEASONS GUTTER 
h CLEANING 

J Get your 

gutters ready 
for spring 


Gutter cleaning • UPVC cleaning 
■ Moss removal Gutter & Fascia repairs 
• Gutter & Fascia installation 
Fully qualified & insured 
• No job to small 24/7 
• Free estimates 

07768 233 015 


Skip Hire 


SOLOMON REMOVALS 

Professional courteous service 
Boxes & packing materials 
supplied 

All areas of London & UK covered 
24hr 7 day service 
www.solomonremovals.co.uk 

07521 463 390 


Rubbish 

Clearance 

Building Waste, 
Garden & House 
Clearance, Garages 
& all Electrical Items 

07494 119 611 
07900 467 898 


To advertise 
in thin 

section, 

please call 


Storage & 
Removals 


Storage & 
Removals 


WASTE NO TIME 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 

7 Days a week 
We will beat any 
quote. 

Call Wayne 

07493 355 345 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and budgets 
Office & home removals 
Public liability insurance 

Please call 

07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 



8E1 RELOCATIONS 

ALL LONDON ARIAS COVKACO 
HOUSt A APARTMENT REMOVALS 

_MAN I VAN HIRE — 

PRORQBI I 

DH5 PHOriCTIDT 
* I»NAL-SERVICE 

hxed#hVouriy rates! 

1 A v Su*iddy wufkwd 

038 % 

•1321 ©tc loud.com- 



MR 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable men with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

info@mrbeeremovals.com 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 
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Motors 


Homes 


Vehicle Dismantlers 


Vaiixfiad Mania Ltd 
Wanted 

We offer a free collection and pay cash your 

Urdoved vefiicksi 

(Any Age, Shape, Size, Model, Make or Condition Considered) 




Office: 0207 737 3388 
Mobile: 07950 442 633 


www.vauxhallmaniabreakers.co.uk 
Plot 1, Gordon Grove, Camberwell SE5 9DW 


Vehicles Wanted 


TOP PRICES PAID 

INSTANTLY 

ALL CARS & 
CANS BOUGHT 



ru ru ru ru ru 


ALL MAKES 


• Scrap, NON Runner *CAT C | CAT D 

• Insurance Write Off’s 

• Sports & Classic Cars 
• Also Caravans & LHD’s •NONE REFUSED 

020 7737 3886 
079 5622 0013 

www.scrapping-acar.co.uk 

Homes 




To 

advertise 
in this 
section, 
please 
call 


020 

8768 

4919 


Landlords - Tenants 
Wanted 


Property Wanted 


CALLING ALL 
LANDLORDS 

IS YOUR PROPERTY NOT 
SELLING FAST! 

/ FED UP WITH THE HASSLES 
OF BEING A LANDLORD 
/ TIRED OF TENANTS/BAD 
TENANTS 

We will find a solution to your problems 
NO FEES! NO AGENTS! NO WORRIES! 

/ NEED TO MOVE AWAY QUICKLY 
/ NEEDS REPAIRS? 

/ DEBT RIDDEN HOUSE 

✓ SEPARATED OR DIVORCED 

✓ DECEASED ESTATE 

WE BUY HOUSES IN ANY SITUATION 
NO FEES; NO AGENTS: NO WORRIES 

Call: Helen 0345 056 8721 

Call: Helen 0345 056 8721 


Property to Share 


Private Property 
Advertisers 

We can help you sell 
or rent your house 

From ju#t El2 per week 
inc VAT for your 
advertisement to be seen 
in all of our publications 



CAMBERWELL SES 

4 bedrocn^l 
ful>y titled 
barroom, do 
Qarsq*, large 
ard oulbuldii 
£699,995 F/M 



CAMBERWELL SE5 

4 bedrooms, 
Ittod titcbori 
cloakroom 
large garden 
cuttojfclras. 

699,995 F/H 


Call Michelle Garratt 020 8768 4920 or 
email michelle.garratt@slp.co.uk 


Personal 

Services 


Uooting djscor/s 

07456 723 112 
09:00am - 02:00am 
Good Location 
Easy Parking 


ABBEYWOOD 
ROOMS TO LET 

From £80 per week 

Inclusive of bills. 
Near shops & 
amenities. 

Call 

07880 880 874 


Best for 
News, 
Sport, 
Jobs, 
Cars, 
Homes 
YOUR 
local 

newspaper 


To advertise 
in this 
section, 
please call 

020 8768 4919 


Public Notices 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(ARGYLE PLACE) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that 
in order to facilitate utility works to be carried out in the above named road; it intends to 
make an Order the effect of which would prohibit vehicular traffic in a section of the above 
named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in Argyle Place. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be not required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so 
far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 15th April 2017 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Saturday 15th April 2017 and last for 2 days. 
The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 5th day of April 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 
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Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 


h&f v/ 

putting residents first 


PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ACT 1990 
I give notice that 
applications have been 
made to the Council of the 
London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham as 
follows: 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER OR 
APPEARANCE OF A 
CONSERVATION AREA 
27 Doneraile Street 
London SW6 6EL 

2017/00941/FUL 
Excavation of part of the rear 
garden to form a lightwell in 
connection with the 
enlargement of the existing 
basement. 

3A Kinnoul Road London 
W6 8NG 2017/01375/VAR 

Variation of condition 7, 8 and 9 
of planning permission ref: 
2014/00465/FUL granted 27th 
March 2014 to allow the 
occupiers of the 2 bedroom flat 
to apply for street parking 
permits. 

61 Richmond Way London 
W14 0AS 2017/01287/FUL 

Demolition of the existing 
building and erection of a 
replacement 4 storey single 
family dwellinghouse; erection 
of new railings and fencing to 
front boundary. 

60 Clancarty Road London 
SW6 3AA 2017/01233/FR3 

Retention of change of use of a 
school caretakers house (Class 
D1) to a two bedroom private 
dwelling house (Class C3). 

65 Crabtree Lane London 
SW6 6LP 2017/00929/FUL 

Installation of 4no air 
conditioning units above the 
main flat roof at roof level. 

Rear Of 188 Hammersmith 
Grove London W6 7HG 

2017/01000/FUL 

Erection of a part one, part two 
and part three storey plus- 
basement building to provide 2 
x two bedroom flats; formation 
of a roof terrace at first floor 
level to the rear elevation. 
Outside 151 To 162 
Cleverly Estate Wormholt 
Road London W12 OLA 

2017/01230/FUL 
Installation of 3no. electrical 
charging points for vehicles and 
1 no. feeder pillar; formation of 
3no. designated ‘Electrical 
Vehicles Only’ parking bays. 
Bishop’s Park Road Near 
Corner Of Stevanage Road 
London 2017/01232/FUL 
Installation of 3no. electrical 
charging points for vehicles and 

1 no. feeder pillar; formation of 
3no. designated ‘Electrical 
Vehicles Only’ parking bays. 

19 Caithness Road London 
W14 0JA 2017/01284/FUL 
Alterations and widening of 
existing stairs to lower ground 
level, installation of new metal 
balustrade and erection of a 
timber bicycle enclosure to the 
front elevation. 

2 Stowe Road London 
W12 8BN 2017/01275/FUL 
Installation of 2no air 
conditioning units to the 
northern elevation of the main 
building at ground floor level. 

25 St Olaf’s Road London 
SW6 7DL 2017/00646/FUL 
Erection of a single storey rear 
extension; installation of French 


doors to replace the existing 
window to the rear elevation 
and replacement of 2no 
windows with new double 
glazed windows to the front 
elevation at ground floor level. 
784 Fulham Road London 
SW6 5SL 2017/01330/FUL 
Erection of an additional floor at 
roof level; erection of a rear 
extension at third floor level 
over part of the existing back 
addition; installation of a new 
window to replace the existing 
window to the side of rear back 
addition at second floor level; 
erection of a single storey rear 
extension following the 
demolition of part of single 
storey back addition; bricking 
up of existing door, installation 
of a new single door and new 
double doors to access the 
refuse storage in the rear 
boundary wall elevation; 
installation of a new shopfront; 
change of use of part of the 
ground floor from retail (Class 
A1) into a one bedroom self- 
contained flat (Class C3); 
conversion of the first, second 
and third floor level into 1 x one 
bedroom and 1 x two bedroom 
self-contained flats. 

97 St Olaf’s Road London 
SW6 7DW 2017/01086/FUL 
Installation of 2no uPVC 
windows to replace the existing 
windows to the front elevation, 
installation of a new single 
uPVC door and replacement of 
existing double doors and 
window with new uPVC window 
and enlarged double doors to 
the rear elevation at ground 
floor level. 

Land Including Charlow 
Close And Bounded By 
Potters Road And 
Watermeadow Lane 
London 2017/01219/FR3 
Demolition of all the existing 
buildings; and the 
implementation of temporary 
hoarding scheme. 

36 Clancarty Road London 
SW6 3AB 2017/01214/FUL 
Erection of an enlarged rear and 
side dormer roof extension to 
replace the existing rear and 
side dormer roof extension. 
Ground Floor East 200 
Hammersmith Road 
London W6 7DJ 

2017/01227/ADV 
Display of an internally 
illuminate projecting sign. 
Ground Floor East 
200 Hammersmith Road 
London W6 7DJ 

2017/01226/FUL 
Removal of the two existing 
brick columns to the front 
entrance at ground floor level 
and installation of new entrance 
doors and windows. 

The Hammersmith Ram 
81 King Street London 
W6 9HW 2017/01081/ADV 
Display of Ino halo illuminated 
fascia sign to the side elevation. 
137 North End Road 
London W14 8XU 

2017/01111/FUL 
Installation of a ventilation duct 
on the rear elevation at ground 
floor level. 

Nazareth House 169 - 175 
Hammersmith Road 
London W6 8DB 

2017/00392/FUL 

Erection of a five storey building 
at the south east corner of the 
site to provide 37 units of 
specialist care accommodation 


for older people (Class C2); for 
the erection of three (Class C3) 
part two/part three storey high 
terrace dwellinghouses 
adjoining and to the north of 
no.36 Shortlands Terrace; minor 
external alterations to Nazareth 
House forming new care home 
entrance and removing later 
additions; alterations to the 
entranceway including 
modifications to the boundary 
wall and partial demolition of 
reception block; creation of car 
parking, new landscaping and 
associated works. 

19 Aylmer Road London 
W12 9LG 

2017/00984/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof 
extension, involving an increase 
in the ridge height of 150mm; 
erection of a 1.7metre high 
obscure glazed screen around 
part of the flat roof of the back 
addition at second floor level, in 
connection with its use as a roof 
terrace; installation of a door in 
the rear elevation at roof level to 
provide access to the proposed 
roof terrace; and installation of 
4no. rooflights in the front roof 
slope. 

Maisonette B First And 
Second Floors 41 Sulgrave 
Road London W6 7RD 

2017/00073/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof 
extension; formation of a roof 
terrace at third floor level to the 
rear elevation; installation of 2no 
rooflights in the front roofslope. 
19 Wingate Road London 
W6 0UR 2017/01344/FUL 
Erection of rear extensions at 
ground and first floor level; 
erection of a single storey 
extension to the side of the 
main building following the 
demolition of existing wooden 
shed; excavation of the front, 
side and rear garden to form 
lightwells in connection with the 
creation of a new basement; 
erection of an external staircase 
from basement to garden level 
at the rear of the property; 
formation of a glass walkway at 
the rear of the property; 
installation of a new window in 
the rear roofslope; associated 
landscaping and external 
alterations. 

15 Rowan Road London 
W6 7DT 2017/01346/FUL 

Excavation of the front and rear 
garden to form lightwells in 
connection with the 
enlargement of the existing 
basement. 

Flat 5 E 156 - 158 
Wandsworth Bridge Road 
London SW6 2UH 

2017/01356/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof 
extension; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level 
over part of the existing back 
addition; installation of 3no 
rooflights in the front roofslope, 
4no rooflights above the main 
flat roof at roof level and 1 no 
rooflight above the front dormer 
window; installation of a new 
window to the rear elevation 
and to the side of rear back 
addition at second floor level. 

6 Harbord Street London 
SW6 6PJ 2017/01388/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof extension 
involving an increase in the 
ridge height by 200mm; 
installation of 3no rooflights in 
the front roofslope; alterations 
to the roof of back addition to 


incorporate a flat roof and the 
erection of privacy screen 
around the flat roof at second 
floor level to the rear elevation, 
in connection with its use as a 
terrace; installation of French 
doors and a Juliet balcony to 
replace the existing window at 
first floor level to the rear 
elevation. 

Flat A 53 Niton Street 
London SW6 6NH 

2017/01305/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof 
extension; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level 
over part of the existing back 
addition; installation of 2no 
rooflights in the front roofslope. 
14 Ellaline Road London 
W6 9NZ 2017/01197/FUL 
Excavation of the front garden 
and part of the rear garden to 
form lightwells, in connection 
with the creation of a new 
basement; erection of a single 
storey rear extension; erection 
of railings to front boundary 
wall; creation of a bike and bin 
store in the front garden. 

Flat First Floor 16 Sterne 
Street London W12 8AD 

2017/01165/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof 
extension, involving an increase 
in the ridge height; alteration to 
roof of back addition and 
erection of glass screening to 
create roof terrace at second 
floor level; installation of three 
rooflights in the front roofslope; 
installation of a new sash 
window in side elevation at first 
floor level to replace existing 
window. 

FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT (DEMOLITION 
WORK) 

FOR LISTED BUILDING 
CONSENT 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE SETTING 
OR CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 

75A Askew Road London 
W12 9AH 2017/01193/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at 
roof level; partial demolition of 
the second floor rear back 
addition and installation of new 
doors to replace the existing 
window at second floor level to 
the rear elevation; erection of a 
rear extension at first floor level, 
over part of the existing back 
addition; installation of 2no high 
level windows at first floor level 
to the rear elevation; associated 
external alterations and 
conversion of first, second and 
third floor levels to provide 1 x 
one bedroom and 1 x two 
bedroom self-contained flats. 
Chiswick Nursing Centre 
Ravenscourt Gardens 
London W6 OAE 

2017/01206/AD V 
Display of non-illuminated 
advertisement onto an existing 
hoarding to the front elevation 
along Ravenscourt Square. 

The Hammersmith Ram 
81 King Street London 
W6 9HW 2017/01081/ADV 
Display of Ino halo illuminated 
fascia sign to the side elevation. 
115 Estcourt Road London 
SW6 7HB 2017/01158/FUL 
Erection of 1500mm high 
obscure glazed screen, 
formation of external steps and 
the installation of grab rails at 
second floor level to the rear 
elevation, in connection with its 
use as a terrace. 


Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 
2nd May 2017. See below for 
ways of commenting on 
applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER 
REGULATION 13 
223 - 229 Dawes Road 
London SW6 7RD 

2017/01011/FUL 
I give notice that GM London 
Limited is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning 
permission to carry out the 
following development: 
Demolition of existing structures 
on Hannell Road and erection of 
a part three, part four storey 
plus-basement extensions, 
erection of an additional floor at 
roof level, alterations and 
extensions to the existing 
building on Dawes Road to 
provide 7 x two bedroom and 2 
x one bedroom self-contained 
flats and commercial floorspace 
(Class B1) at basement and 
ground floor level; formation of 
roof terraces at first, second 
and third floor levels; alterations 
to external fenestration of the 
building to include the 
installation of new windows and 
doors. 

797 Fulham Road London 
SW6 5HD 2017/01293/FUL 

I give notice that Mr Max 
Walker is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning 
permission to carry out the 
following development: 

Erection of a part one, part two 
storey plus basement single 
family dwellinghouse with an 
attached garage fronting 
Whittingstall Road elevation in 
the car parking area to the rear 
of 797 Fulham Road; erection of 
new boundary wall and 
associated landscaping. 

124A St Stephen’s Avenue 
London W12 8JD 

2017/01176/FUL 
I give notice that Mr GIULIARI 
is applying to HAMMERSMITH 
& FULHAM COUNCIL for 
planning permission to carry out 
the following development: 
Demolition of existing single 
storey storage building and 
erection of a replacement part 
three storey plus-basement 
level property comprising of 2 x 
one bedroom self-contained 
(C3) flats. 

116 - 118 Askew Road 
London W12 9BL 

2017/01300/FUL 

I give notice that Mr M Ibrahim 
is applying to HAMMERSMITH 
& FULHAM COUNCIL for 
planning permission to carry out 
the following development: 
Erection of rear extensions at 
first, second and third floor 
levels; formation of roof terraces 
at third floor level and balconies 
at first and second floor levels 
to the rear elevation; installation 
of a new window to the side 
elevation at first and second 
floor level; relocation of the 
extract duct to the side of rear 
back addition; formation of 
cycle storage and refuse 
storage in the rear yard; 
installation of new access gates 


at the rear boundary wall; 
conversion of the first, second 
and third floor level to provide 1 
x one bedroom, 3 x two 
bedroom and 2 x three 
bedroom self-contained flats. 
Hurlingham 360 
Wandsworth Bridge Road 
London SW6 2TZ 

2017/01242/FUL 
I give notice that c/o Porta 
Planning LLP is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning 
permission to carry out the 
following development: Change 
of use from Use Class A4 (pub) 
to A1 (retail) at ground and 
basement level; Demolition of 
the existing three storey 
building with the exception of 
the retention of the existing 
Wandsworth Bridge Road and 
Carnwath Road elevations, and 
erection of a part three, part 
four storey plus enlarged 
basement replacement building 
to provide Class A1 retail 
floorspace on the ground floor 
and basement levels, and 3 x 
one bedroom and 4 x two 
bedroom self-contained flats at 
first, second and third floor 
levels; formation of roof a 
terrace at third floor level. 

The proposal constitutes a 
major development. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 
2nd May 2017. See below for 
ways of commenting on 
applications. 

Signed: JO ROWLANDS 

Regeneration, Planning and 
Housing Lead Director 
on behalf of HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM COUNCIL 
You can view applications, 
make comments and monitor 
their progress on our website: 
www.lbhf.aov.uk/plannina . 

Click on the ‘Planning Online’ 
logo on the Planning Home 
Page. 

You can also E-mail comments 
to: plancomments@lbhf.aov.uk 
You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at 
our office RECEPTION FIRST 
FLOOR HAMMERSMITH 
TOWN HALL EXTENSION 
KING STREET W6 between 
9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to 
Friday, excluding public 
holidays. 

If you want to make comments 
on applications please E-mail 
them through our website or 
post them to DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT TOWN HALL 
KING STREET W6 9JU by 
the date shown above. Please 
include the application 
reference number and the name 
of the planning officer. We will 
try to consider any 
representations received after 
the date indicated but this 
cannot be guaranteed so please 
reply promptly. For initial 
enquiries call our information 
and reception service on 020 
8753 1081 or 020 8753 
1082. 


lbhf a gov.uk/ 

ning 

Online ^ 



Hammersmith & Fulham Council 


Send us your comments about 
planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 








24 LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


TUESDAY APRIL 11 2017 


Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE A4 GLA ROAD (KNIGHTSBRIDGE, CITY OF WESTMINSTER) 
(TEMPORARY BANNED TURN AND PROHIBITION OF 
STOPPING) ORDER 

1. Transport for London hereby gives notice that it has made the 
above named Traffic Order under section 14( I) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 for the purpose specified in paragraph 2. 

The effect of the Order is summarised in paragraph 3. 

2. The purpose of the Order is to enable defect rectification works 
to take place on A4 Knightsbridge. 

3. The effect of the Order will be to prohibit any vehicle on the 
west-bound carriageway of A4 Knightsbridge from: 

(1) turning left into Wilton Place. 

(2) stopping on the southern kerb-line of A4 Knightsbridge 
between its junctions with Wilton Place and Old Barrack Yard. 
The Order will be effective at certain times between 10.00 AM 
and 3.00 PM on the 16th April 201 7 and on the 23rd April 

201 7 or when the works have been completed whichever is 
the sooner. The prohibition will apply only during such times 
and to such extent as shall from time to time be indicated by 
traffic signs. 

4. The prohibitions will not apply in respect of: 

(1) any vehicle being used for the purposes of those works or for 
fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes; 

(2) anything done with the permission or at the direction of a 
police constable in uniform or a person authorised by 

Transport for London. 

5. At such times as the prohibition is in force an alternative route 
will be indicated by traffic signs via Knightsbridge, Seville Street, 
Lowndes Square, West Halkin Street, Belgrave Square, Wilton 
Terrace, Wilton Crescent, Wilton Place to normal route of travel. 

Dated this I I th day of April 2017 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team - Manager, 

Road Space Management-Operations, 

Transport for London, Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, 

London, SEI 8NJ 


MAYOR OF LONDON 


e 


TRANSPORT 
FOR LONDON 


Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE A4 GLA ROAD (BROMPTON ROAD, ROYAL BOROUGH 
OF KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA) (TEMPORARY BANNED 
TURN AND SUSPENSION) ORDER 2017 

1. Transport for London hereby gives notice that it intends to 
make the above named Traffic Order under section 14( I) of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 for the purpose specified in 
paragraph 2. The effect of the Order is summarised in 
paragraph 3. 

2. The purpose of the Order is to enable cabling works to take 
place on A4 Brompton Road 

3. The effect of the Order will be to prohibit any vehicle from; 

(1) turning right into Beauchamp Place from A4 Brompton 
Road; 

(2) stopping in the loading bay outside 187-191 A4 Brompton 
Road 

The Order will be effective at certain times from 10:30 PM on 
18th April 201 7 until 4:30 AM on 19th April 201 7 or when 
those works have been completed, whichever is the sooner. 
The prohibition will apply only during such times and to such 
extent as shall from time to time be indicated by traffic signs. 

4. The prohibitions will not apply in respect of: 

(1) any vehicle being used for the purposes of those works or 
for fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes; 

(2) anything done with the permission or at the direction of a 
police constable in uniform or a person authorised by 
Transport for London. 

5. At such times as the prohibition is in force an alternative route 
will be indicated by traffic signs via Brompton Road, Sloane 
Street, Pont Street, Beauchamp Place to normal route of 
travel. 

Dated this I I th day of April 2017 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team Manager, 

Road Space Management - Operations 
Transport for London 


MAYOR OF LONDON 


e 


TRANSPORT 
FOR LONDON 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS REVISED) 

NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 24 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
REGULATIONS 2011 (as amended) 

The Officer dealing with this application is: JOHN SANCHEZ 
General telephone enquiries: Application Number: 2015/05050/FUL 

020 8753 1081 or 020 8753 1082 Telephone: 020 8753 3346 

(call centre direct lines only) 

Proposed development at: STAMFORD BRIDGE GROUNDS, FULHAM ROAD, 
LONDON SW6 

I give notice that; FORDSTAM LTD (‘The Applicant’) applied to HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM Council for planning permission to carry out the following development: 

Demolition of existing stadium and buildings within Stamford Bridge Grounds 
and construction of a new 60,000 capacity football stadium (Class D2) with 
ancillary stadium-related uses including a Combined Heat and Power (CHP) plant, 
Club shop, kiosks and museum; restaurant/cafe (Class A3); together with the 
construction of a decking platform over the District Line railway to the north¬ 
west and a decking platform over the Southern mainline railway to the east; 
external concourse areas; associated excavation works; new pedestrian access 
from Fulham Broadway Station and Fulham Road; new vehicular access via 
Wansdown Place; car parking; landscaping and related works. 

The application was accompanied by an Environmental Statement. 

The Council granted planning permission on the 31 MARCH 2017 
Members of the public may inspect the planning permission decision notice and 
conditions attached thereto, the s.106 agreement, the council reports on which the 
decision is based, the statement made by the council pursuant to regulation 24, copies 
of the application, the plans, the environmental statement, (including a non-technical 
summary) and other documents submitted with the application at HAMMERSMITH 
TOWN HALL EXTENSION KING STREET W6 between the hours of 8.45am and 
5.00pm, Mondays to Thursdays, 8.45am to 4.45pm on Fridays, excluding public 
holidays. 

You may also view the application itself and any associated documents and drawings 
on the Council’s website: www.lbhf.qov.uk/stamfordbridqeqrounds or using the 
links to Planning / Application Search / Search the Planning Database / 
2015/05050/FUL. 

Signed: KIM DERO 
Interim Chief Executive 

on behalf of HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM COUNCIL 
Dated: 11 April 2017 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PREMISES LICENCE 

NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT Urban Tea 
Rooms Limited has applied to 
WESTMINSTER CITY COUNCIL on 
04 April 2017 for the grant of a premises 
licence to use the premises at Urban 
Tea Rooms, 2A St James’s Market, 
London, SW1Y 4SB for the provision 
of late night refreshment Monday to 
Thursday from 23:00 to 23:30 and 
Friday to Saturday from 23:00 to 00:00 
and the sale by retail of alcohol Monday 
to Thursday from 10:00 to 23:30, Friday 
to Saturday from 10:00 to 00:00 and 
Sunday from 12:00 to 22:30, as more 
particularly set out in the application. 
Any person who wishes to make 
a representation in relation to this 
application must give notice in writing 
to: Licensing, Westminster City 
Council, 4th Floor, City Hall, 64 
Victoria Street SW1E 6QP to be 
received by no later than 02 May 2017 
stating the grounds for making said 
representation. 

A record of the application can be 
inspected on the Council’s website 
www.westminster.aov.uk or at the 
above address during office hours. The 
register can be viewed at the above 
address during office hours. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of 
the Licensing Act 2003, to knowingly or 
recklessly make a false statement in or 
in connection with an application for a 
premises licence and the maximum 
fine on being convicted of such an 
offence is unlimited. 

Thomas & Thomas Partners LLP 
38a Monmouth Street, London 
WC2H 9EP www.tandtp.com 



LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
(HEAVY GOODS VEHICLES) (PRESCRIBED ROUTES) (NO.1) 

ORDER 2017 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and 
Fulham on 06th April 2017 made the above Order under sections 9 and 10 and 124 of, and Part 
IV of Schedule 9 to, the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended. The Order will come into 
force on 21 st April 2017 and may continue in force for up to 18 months. 

2. The general nature and effect of the Hammersmith and Fulham (Prohibition of Heavy Goods 
Vehicle) Order 2017 will be to prohibit as an experiment goods vehicles the maximum gross 
weight of which exceeds 7.5 tonnes from entering or proceeding in the streets as set out in the 
schedule to this notice. 

The prohition will not apply: 

(a) to any person causing any coach to enter the prohibited road for the purpose of picking up or 
setting down passengers or at adjacent to premises accessible only by way of the 
prohibited road or for the purpose of gaining access to off-street garaging accessible only 
from the prohibited road; 

(b) in relation to any vehicle when used in the service of a local authority in pursuance of 
statutory powers or duties provided that in all the circumstances it is reasonably necessary in 
the exercise of such duties for that vehicle to proceed in the prohibited road; 

(c) in relation to any vehicle being used in connection with the maintenance, improvement, 
reconstruction, cleansing or lighting of the prohibited road or of any road accessible only 
therefrom, or the laying, erection, alteration or repair of any sewer thereunder or of any main, 
pipe or apparatus for the supply of gas, water or electricity, or of any telecommunication 
system thereunder or thereon, or the placing, maintenance or removal of any traffic sign 
thereon; 

(d) to any goods vehicle entering the prohibited road for the purpose of loading or unloading in 
the prohibited road or in any road accessible only therefrom or for the purpose of gaining 
access to off-street garaging accessible only from the prohibited road. 

3. Where it appears necessary for certain purposes, the Head of Transport Policy & Network 
Management, or any person authorised by them may modify or suspend the orders or any 
provisions in it, while the orders are in force. 

4. A copy of the Orders and of documents giving more detailed particulars of the Orders can be 
inspected during normal office hours on Mondays to Fridays inclusive from the date on which 
this notice is published until the order ceases to have effect, at the offices of: 

Transportation Policy Group, Transport and Technical Services Department, 

Town Hall Extension, King Street, Hammersmith, W6 9JU. 

6. The Council will be considering in due course whether the provisions of the experimental 
Orders should be continued in force indefinitely by means of a permanent Order made under 
section 45, 46, 49 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. Any person may object to the 
making of the permanent Orders within a period of six months beginning with the day on which 
the experimental Orders come into force or, if the Orders are varied by another Order or modified 
pursuant to section 10(2) of the 1984 Act, beginning with the day on which the variation or 
modification or the latest variation or modification came into force. Any such objection or other 
representation relating to the Orders must be made in writing and all objections must specify the 
grounds on which they are made and should be sent to Traffic Orders Team, Transport and 
Technical Services Department, Town Hall Extension, King Street, Hammersmith, W6 9JU. 

7. If any person wishes to question the validity of the Orders or any of the provisions on the 
grounds that it or they are not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984, or that any requirement of that Act or of any instrument made under that Act has not been 
complied with, that person may, within 6 weeks from the date on which the Orders are made, 
apply for the purpose to the High Court. 

Dated this 6st day of April 2017 
Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 
Chief Transport Planner 
Transport and Highways 
SCHEDULE 

Richford Street, Grove Mews, Trussley Road. Astrop Mews, Astrop Terrace, Hammersmith Grove 
between its junctions with Gold hawk Road and Glenthorne Road, Augustus Close, Sycamore 
Gardens, Benbow Road, Brackenbury Road, Brackenbury Gardens, Carthew Villas, Coulter Road, 
Iffley Road, Agate Road, Beauclerc, Hebron Road, Marco Road, Adie Road, Amor Road, Overstone 
Road, Southerton Road, Kilmarsh Road, Tabor Road, Aldensley Road, Carthew Road, Cambridge 
Grove between its nortern extremity and its junction with Glenthorne Road, Banim Street, Bradmore 
Park Road, Atwood Road, Perrers Road, Lamington Street, Raynham Road, Redmore Road, 
Studland Street between its junctions with Glenthorne Road and Redmore Road, Furber Street, 
Dalling Road, Nasmyth Street, Cardross Street, Dorville Crescent, Wellesley Avenue, Brading 
Terrace, Wingate Road, Cressy Court 
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Public Notices 



THE LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
NOTICE UNDER THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ACT 1972, SECTION 
123(2A) (as Amended) 

Land in Bishop’s Park, Bishop’s Avenue 
London SW6 (the “Land”) 

1. The Land shown edged in red on the 
attached plan forms part of an open space 
held by the London Borough of Hammersmith 
and Fulham (the “Council”). The Land 
measures 557.7 sq m and it comprises the 
premises known as Pryor’s Bank, London 
SW6 3LA, including footpaths for access 
circulation and bin storage areas. 

2. NOTICE IS HEREBY given pursuant to 
Section 123(2A) of the Local Government Act 
1972 that the Council intends to dispose of 
the Land by grant of a lease for a term of 125 
years to the London Diocesan Fund . The 
grant of a long leasehold interest to the 
London Diocesan Fund (‘LDF’) would enable 
the local church The Parish of All Saints 
Fulham (which has been in occupation of 
Pryor’s Bank since 2007 under a trust for the 
LDF) to expand its community services from 
improved facilities. 

3. The Council proposes to grant the 
lease with security of tenure under the 
Landlord & Tenant Act 1954 to support All 
Saints making further capital investment in 
Pryor’s Bank. 

4. The Council proposes to give its 
consent (as landlord) for the tenant to build an 
extension within the land hatched black on 
the attached plan subject to obtaining a 
planning permission. The lease would prohibit 
the enclosure of any other land adjoining 
Pryor’s Bank to preserve the existing access 
over it. 

5. Any objection to the intended 
disposal must be made in writing and 
addressed to: 

Ian Ross 
Parks Manager 

London Borough of Hammersmith and 
Fulham, c/o The Stable Yard, Holland Park, 
llchester Place, LONDON W8 6LU 

No later than the 2nd May 2017 ( quoting 
reference RSD/IR/ PB). 

Dated this 11th April 2017. 

I OAK 8$> 


On behalf of the London Borough of 
Hammersmith and Fulham 



To advertise 
in tliis 
section, 
please call 

020 8768 4919 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(THE CURVE) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that 
in order to facilitate construction works to be carried out in the above named road, it made 
an Order the effect of which prohibits vehicular traffic in a section of the above named 
road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a section of The Curve, at 
its junctions with Lilac Street. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so 
far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order will come into operation on the 18th April 2017 and will be valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works are expected to commence on Tuesday 18th April 2017 and last for 5 weeks. The 
dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 5th day of April 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(GOLDHAWK ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that 
in order to facilitate utility works to be carried out in the above named road, it made an 
Order the effect of which temporarily suspend the westbound bus lane in a section of the 
above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, the 
westbound bus lane on Goldhawk Road, between its junctions with Paddenswick Road 
and Ravenscourt Square shall be suspended. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be not required 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so 
far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order will come into operation on the 10th April 2017 and will be valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works are expected to commence on Monday 10th April 2017 and last for 4 days. The 
dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 5th day of April 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(THE CURVE) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that in 
order to facilitate construction works to be carried out in the above named road; it intends to 
make an Order the effect of which would prohibit vehicular traffic in a section of the above 
named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a section of The Curve, at its 
junctions with Lilac Street. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so far 
as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 18th April 2017 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Tuesday 18th April 2017 and last for 5 weeks. 

The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 29th day of March 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 
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LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

VARIOUS ROADS (NO.1) 2016 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that because of works to be carried out in the roads shown in columns 1 and 2 of the Schedule to this notice in connection with 
carraigeway resurfacing works in those roads, it intends to make an Order the effect of which would be to prohibit vehicular traffic in those roads. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs or suspension signs are displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in the sections of road shown in columns 1 and 2 of the Schedule to this 
notice. 

3. Alternative routes for diverted traffic would be available as shown in column 3 of the Schedule to this notice. 

4. Whilst works are in progress or whilst the authorised traffic signs or suspension signs are displayed, sections of bus lanes shall be suspended and certain one way traffic flow systems shall be temporarily revoked to allow two way traffic flow. 

5. Exemptions will be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or 
ambulance purposes and anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

6. The Order will come into operation on 15th April 2017 and would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

7. Works will be part of a rolling programme between 15th April 2016 to 31 th March 2018. The dates are specified for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 5th day of April 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 

COLUMN 1 

SCHEDULE 

COLUMN 2 

COLUMN 3 


ROAD NAME 

LOCATION (from - to) 

DIVERSION ROUTE VIA 



LILLIE ROAD 

Munster Road to Fulham Palace Rd 

Munster Road, Fulham Road, Fulham Palace Road 



LI LIE ROAD 

Rylston Road - Tilton Street 

Rylston Road, Dawes Road, 

Lillie Road 



KING STREET 1 

Goldhawk Road to Black Lion Lane 

Goldhawk Road, Paddenswick Road, Dalling Road 



KING STREET 2 

Ravenscourt Park to Dalling Road 

Goldhawk Road, Paddenswick Road, Dallin Road 



DAWES ROAD 

Rylston Road - North End Road 

Munster Road/ Lillie Road/ North End Road 



GOLDHAWK ROAD 

King Street to Ravenscourt Gardens 

Paddenswick Road, Dalling Road, Goldhawk Road 



HAMMERSMITH BDG ROAD 

Queen Caroline St - A4 Westbnd 

Lane closures 



NEW KING’S ROAD 

Parsons Green In - Molesford Rd 

Fulham High Street/ Fulham Road/Harwood Road/ New King's road 



FULHAM ROAD 

Boro Bndary with K & C - Holmead Rd 

Fulham Road/ Harwood Road/New Kings Road/ Kings Road/Edith 

Grove/Gunter Grove/ Old 

Brompton Road/Lillie Road/ North End Road/ Fulham Road 



FULHAM PALACE ROAD 

Ellerby Street to Fulham Road 

Lillie Road / Munster Road/ Dawes Road /North End Road/FulhamRoad 



WALHAM GROVE 

North End Road to Farm Lane 

North End Road/ Halford Road/Farm Lane 



ONGAR ROAD 

Lillie Road to Seddlescombe Road 

Lillie Road /North End Road/Halford Road 



PARSONS GREEN EAST + WEST 

Parsons Green Lane to New Kings Road 

Fulham Road/ Munster Road/ New Kings Road 



WATERFORD ROAD 

Waterford Road -Kings Road 

Kings Road/Brittania Road /Moore Park Road 



FITZNEAL STREET 

ALL 

Du Cane Road, Wulfstan Street, Old Oak Common Lane 



BLOEMFONTEIN RD 

South Africa Road to A40 

South Africa Road, Wood Lane, A40 



HAZLITT RD 

ALL 

Ceylon Road, Milson Road 



LUXEMBOURG GARDENS 

ALL 

Brook Green, Shepherds Bush Road, Bute Gardens 



SINCLAIR ROAD 

ALL 

Netherwood Road, Shepherds Bush Road Blythe Road 



SINCLAIR GARDENS 

ALL 

Netherwood Road, Shepherds Bush Road Blythe Road 



DAVISVILLE ROAD 

ASKEW RD TO BATSON ST 

Askew Road, Percy Road 



RIVERCOURT ROAD 

A4 TO RIVER 

Upper Mall, Weltje Road 



VERA RD 

ALL 

Munster Road/Colehill Lane/ Kimbell Gardens/ Gowan Avenue 



MANBRE RD 

ALL 

Winslow Road/Fulham Palace Road/ Rosedew Road 



MARGRAVINE GARDENS 

PART 

Margravine Road/Greyhound Road/Vereker Road/ Barton road/ 



CORTAYNE RD 

ALL 

Palliser Road 

New Kings Road/ Ashington Road/ Bettridge Road 



ALDERVILLE RD 

ALL 

New Kings Road/ Linver Road/Hurligham Road 



BUTE GARDENS 

ALL 

Hammersmith Road, Rowan Road,Brook Green 



WULFSTAN STREET 

ERCONWALD ST TO OLD OAK COMMON 

Du Cane Road, Old Oak Common Lane 



GREYHOUND RD 

Margravine Rd - FPAL RD 

Lillie Road/ North End Road/Sta Road / Greyhound Road 



BLOOM PARK RD 

ALL 

Filmer Road/ Bishop's Road 



NORTH END ROAD 


Mund Street to Lillie Road, North End Road/ Hammermsith Road/ 



BROUGHTON RD 

ALL 

Kensington High Street/ Warwick 

Gardens/ Pembroke Road/ 

Earles Court Road/ Old Brompton Road/ Lillie Road 

Stephendale road/ Wandsworth Bridge Road / Broughton Approach 
Road 



KELVEDON RD 

ALL 

Fulham Road / North End Road / Bishop's Road 



GIRONDE RD 

ALL 

Dawes Road / Bishop's Road 



BARTON RD 

ALL 

Vereker Road / Palliser Road 



WENDELL ROAD 

EMLYN RD TO O/S WENDELL PARK 

Askew Road, Emlyn Road, Bassein Park Road 



RYLSTON ROAD 

Whole Road 

Lillie Road / North End Road / Dawes Road 



BROOK GREEN 

NORTH AND SOUTH ARMS 

Shepherds Bush Road, Hammersmith Road 



WELTJE ROAD 

RIVER TO A4 

Upper Mall, Rivercourt Road 



ASHCHURCH PARK VILLAS 

Ashchurch Trc - Goldhawk Rd 

Ashchurch Terrace, Askew Road,Goldhawk Road 



COBBOLD ROAD 

ASKEW RD TO GAYFORD RD 

Gayford Road, Askew Road 



PEARSCROFT ROAD 

Whole Road 

Broughton Approach / Wandsworth Bridge Road /Bagleys Lane 



HARTISMERE ROAD 

Dawes Road to Shorrelds Road 

Dawes Road / North End Road /Shorrelds Road 



SOUTH AFRICA ROAD 

BLOEMFONTEIN TO THE BEND BY THE PUB 

Uxbridge Road, Hpgood Street, Wood Lane 



CONINGHAM ROAD 

SCOTTS TO GOLDHAWK 

Goldhawk Road, Askew Road, Uxbridge Road, Conningham Road 



FOLIOT STREET 

OLD OAK CMN LANE TO FITZNEAL ST 

Fitzneal Street, Old Oak Common Lane 



MUNSTER ROAD 

Lillie Road to Dawes Road 

Fulham Palalce Road / Fulham Road /Munster Road 



MOORE PARK ROAD 

Harwood Road to Waterford Road 

Harwood Road / New Kings Road /Waterford Road 



BISHOPS RD 

Dawes Road to Clonmel Road 

Dawes Road /North End Road /Fulham Road / Winchendon Road 



IMPERIAL RD 

Townmead Road to Park Street 

Bagleys lane / Fulmead Street / Imperial Road 



TOWN MEAD ROAD 

Roundabout to Harbour Lane 

Bagleys lane / Fulmead Street / Imperial Road 



BRYONY ROAD 

ALL 

Sawley Road, Wormholt Road, Bloemfontein Road 



BASSEIN PARK ROAD 

ALL 

Rylett Crescent, Binden Road, Ashchurch Terrace, Askew Rod 


FOOTWAY WORKS: 




Road Name 

WULFSTAN STREET 

Location (from - to) 

ERCONWALD STREET OLD OAK COMMON 

DIVERSION ROUTE VIA 

All road have lane closures during footway works including bus lanes 
when applicable and short term full closure off peak times during 
excavations and material delivery. 



PALLISER ROAD 

EAST SIDE ONLY 




WYFOLD ROAD 

ALL 




DONNERAILE STREET 

ALL 




ELLERBY STREET 

ALL 




BISHOPS PARK ROAD 

ALL 




CASTLETOWN ROAD 

NERD TO VEREKER ROAD 




COBBOLD ROAD 

ASKEW RD TO GAYFORD RD 




BUTE GARDENS 

ALL 




STEVENTON ROAD 

ALL 




CHARLEVILLE ROAD 

NERD TO VEREKER ROAD 




STEPHEN DALE ROAD 

WANDSWORTH BRIDGE ROAD TO KILKIE ST 




PERHAM ROAD 

CHALLONER CRES TO VEREKER ROAD 




SCOTTS ROAD 

ALL 




ALDBOURNE ROAD 

ALL 




LYSIA STREET 10 

FROM WOODLAWN RD TO FULHAM PALACE RD 




BROOMHOUSE LANE 

DAISY LANE TO SULLIVAN RD 




WESTVILLE ROAD SOUTH 

ML 




DAVISVILLE ROAD 

AEH 




DARLAN ROAD 

EAST SIDE ONLY 




VESPAN ROAD 

ALL 




TOURNAY ROAD 

ALL 




HADYN PARK ROAD 

ALL 




BARCLAY ROAD 

FULHAM ROAD TO EFFIE ROAD 




BOSCOMBE ROAD 

ALL 




EPIRUS ROAD 

EPIRUS MEWS TO NE ROAD 




BEAVOR LANE 

ALL 




JEDDO ROAD 

ALL 




LIGAR TERRACE 

ALL 




MELLITUS STREET 

ALL 




EPIRUS MEWS 

ONE SIDE ONLY 




PERHAM ROAD 

VEREKER TO CHALLONER 




PEARSCROFT ROAD 

ALL 




GOLDHAWK MEWS 

OFF DEVON PORT RD 




BASSEIN PARK ROAD 

ALL 




CHALLONER STREET 

ALL 
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Surrey whack 
Warwickshire 

SURREY are ex-England skipper Michael 
Vaughan's tip for the title, having strength¬ 
ened their batting considerably with the 
closed-season signing of Mark Stoneman and 
Scott Borthwick from Durham. 

Stoneman underlined his credentials with 
165 runs in the first innings of his side's em¬ 
phatic opening win of the season, against War¬ 
wickshire at the Kia Oval, where it took them 
less than an hour on the final morning yester¬ 
day (Monday) to clinch victory by an innings 
and one run. 

The visitors' last hope of saving the game 
ended when Jonathan Trott was caught off 
Mark Footittfor 151, Warwickshire having 
been bowled out for 91 in their first innings on 
Saturday. It completed an eight-wicket match 
haul for Footitt. 

Having opened up with a 23-point haul, Sur¬ 
rey's next game is also at home - against Lan¬ 
cashire, starting on Friday (11 am). 

• COUNTY champions Middlesex begin their 
defence of the hard-fought title when they 
face Hampshire in their opening four-day 
game - at the Ageas Bowl, Southampton, 
starting on Friday (11 am). 

A Toby Roland-Jones hat-trick secured Mid¬ 



dlesex's first County Championship trophy in 
23 years on a dramatic final day of the 
2016 season at Lord's to see off rivals York¬ 
shire. 

Middlesex have not made any new signings 
this summer but, with a pace-bowling unit of 
Roland-Jones, Steven Finn, Tim Murtagh and 


James Harris, they will trouble any batting side 
once again. 

Middlesex host their first Championship 
match when newly-promoted Essex - expected 
to be led by former England captain Alastair 
Cook - visit the Home of Cricket for the game 
starting on Friday, April 22. 


QPR go down fi ghting 



THREE consecutive 
v defeats, all against 
| improving sides, has- 
' n’t dampened the 
spirit or enthusiasm 
of Queens Park Rangers manager 
Ian Holloway. 

After 1-0 losses away to both 
Derby County and Aston Villa, 
Rangers were beaten 2-1 at home 
by new Championship leaders 
Brighton & Hove Albion in front 
of the live television cameras on 
Friday night. 

QPR found themselves 2-0 be¬ 
hind after Glenn Murray’s 58th- 
minute opener was quickly 
followed six minutes later by Se- 
bastien Pocognoli’s free-kick. 

Some previous QPR teams 
would have capitulated but, 
under Ollie, there is much more 
fighting spirit and character 
about the West Londoners that 
bodes well for next season. 

Matt Smith’s header from a 
Luke Freeman corner 15 minutes 
from the end set up a thrilling fi¬ 
nale that pleased the manager 
and the fans and almost yielded a 
deserved equaliser. 



Matt Smith's goal made the 
last 15 minutes uncomfortable 
for league leaders Brighton 

Picture: Rob Newell 

“If the league is looking at us 
and asking ‘Did we have a go?’ - 
yes, we did,” said Holloway. 

“Their first goal was poor from 
our point of view. We didn’t com¬ 


municate well enough to each 
other and then we tried to play 
offside, which is the easy way 
out. 

“I can understand why we 
tried to do that but, for me, you 
have just got to try to get there. It 
was a really sickening goal. 

“But their free-kick was world 
class. You have to give them 
credit. 

“Brighton are a really good 
team. But having gone 2-0 down, 
we came strong late on and I 
thought our subs made a big dif¬ 
ference.” 

Holloway brought on the cre¬ 
ative Freeman and striker Yeni 
Ngbakoto after Brighton doubled 
their lead - and it almost had the 
desired effect. 

Despite QPR losing the game, 
their fans applauded the players 
off the pitch in recognition of the 
fight they showed. 

Holloway said: “I think the 
QPR crowd will go away knowing 
we had a good go. 

“We possibly deserved a point 
tonight and I thought they 
(Brighton) found it very difficult 


to cope with us, which is encour¬ 
aging. 

“But that’s three defeats in a 
row and it hurts like mad. I don’t 
like this feeling but I’ll take the 
positives and we’ll go into the 
Easter fixtures in confident mood 
because that’s what we’re like as 
a group.” 

Perhaps the events of Friday 
night were best put into perspec¬ 
tive by Clive Whittingham, who 
runs the Loft For Words website: 
“The moment at half-time, when 
one of QPR’s greatest ever, Dave 
Thomas, choked up when trying 
to thank the supporters who’d do¬ 
nated to the fund to get him a 
guide dog, while said dog sat obe¬ 
diently by his side ... the result 
was irrelevant from that point on 
really.” 

After visiting Bristol City on 
Good Friday, Rangers return to 
Shepherd’s Bush on Monday 
(3pm), when they can do neigh¬ 
bours Fulham a huge favour 
against promotion-chasing Shef¬ 
field Wednesday. 

Tony McDonald 


Hammersmith teach London 

Skolars 
a lesson 


HAMMERSMITH Hills Hoists ran out 48-20 victors in their 
season-opening game against a young London Skolars 
team on Saturday. 

Hoists dominated the early exchanges and gained a com¬ 
fortable lead in the first 20 minutes, with strong running 
from the forwards leaving space out wide for their wingers 
and centres to convert scoring opportunities. 

The men in green and gold were able to steadily accumu¬ 
late points against a Skolars side that struggled with Hoists' 
speed and physicality. 

However, in the second half a number of sloppy errors, 
both defensively and with ball in hand, allowed Skolars to 
score a few consolation tries, much to the disappointment 
of Hoists'coaching staff. 

Man of the match was Issac Dargan for his classy play in 
the centre, producing excellent line running, clinical finish¬ 
ing and ball-playing which put his winger in space numer¬ 
ous times. 

Hoists'next fixture is on Saturday, April 22 (2.30pm) 
against London Chargers at their home ground of Chiswick 
RFC. 

• Hammersmith Hills Hoists are sponsored by Hammer¬ 
smith Belushis, Anglo Pacific, Element Fix and Stoke Travel. 

If you are interested in sponsorship opportunities with the 
Hoists, email hillshoistsrlfc@hotmail.co.uk. 


Star man Issac Dargan 
on the ball for Hoists 




Terrific Tammy 

ONE of Chelsea’s brightest young prospects, 
Tammy Abraham - currently on loan to Bristol 
City - is taking the Championship by storm. 

Abraham, pictured, a for¬ 
mer Pimlico Academy 
schoolboy, took his goals 
tally to 24 when bagging a 
brace in Saturday’s 3-1 
home win over Wolver¬ 
hampton Wanderers. 

And it has encouraged 
the 19-year-old, who wants 
to emulate his boyhood 
hero Thierry Henry, to be¬ 
lieve he can go right to the 
top. 

“I believe in myself. I be¬ 
lieve in my ability,” he said. 

“I know that I’ve got massive potential to be a 
big star in the world and I’m just going to keep 
driving myself to do whatever I can and this is the 
first step. I’m willing to take any challenge that 
comes my way. 

“I look to a lot of strikers - like Diego Costa. He 
might be a different player to me but he’s still 
Diego Costa and I’d like to build that reputation for 
myself and be known as one of the best strikers in 
the world. 

“Someone I used to look up to was Thierry 
Henry. Just to see his variations of finishing, his 
movement, the way he dribbles. I would obviously 
love to be as big as him and, maybe, to be even bet¬ 
ter. I just have to see what I need to develop to get 
up to that kind of level.” 

The young striker, who has netted 21 times in 
the second tier, has also been massively encour¬ 
aged this season by the attention he has received 
from Chelsea during his season-long loan spell at 
Ashton Gate. 

Far from being out of sight and out of mind, 
Abraham’s progress has been closely monitored all 
season and he has been getting great feedback. 

“I didn’t expect as much contact as I’ve had from 
the club but they always get back to you, after 
watching your games, telling you what you’ve 
done well and where you need to improve,” he 
said. 

“I’ve heard that it gets back to Antonio Conte, 
and he knows how it’s going. It’s always a nice 
bonus when players like John Terry are sending 
you a little text, knowing how you’re doing and 
saying ‘Well done’. It gives you confidence.” 

Abraham, who plans to come to Stamford Bridge 
to watch Chelsea’s under-18s in the FA Youth Cup 
final against Manchester City this month, knows 
that breaking into Blues’ first team will be a huge 
challenge and the most likely short-term scenario 
is a loan spell at a top-flight club next season. 

But whatever happens, he knows he has made 
great strides - being a first-team regular at Bristol 
City and earning the adulation of home fans, who 
appreciate levels of commitment not normally as¬ 
sociated with loan signings. 

“I knew what I had to do when I came here,” he 
said. “The fans made me feel welcome, everyone 
made me feel very welcome and it felt like family 
as soon as I settled in and I got playing. I gave my 
all and I’m still giving my all for the team. 

“It’s been a massive challenge for me. It’s differ¬ 
ent. I was playing for the (Chelsea) under-21s last 
season, so it’s obviously a step up. It’s been hard 
and you get to adapt and hopefully I have devel¬ 
oped myself. 

“I think I’ve learned a lot playing against play¬ 
ers bigger than me, older than me, stronger than 
me and I’ve had to adapt my style of play. Finding 
the weakness of your opponent and using it as 
your strength.” 

Abraham will be looking to extend his impres¬ 
sive goals tally when City entertain Queens Park 
Rangers on Friday. 

Yann Tear 


Chelsea target third win against Mourinho’s Man United 


From Page 28 

“I think we saw last week, we defended very 
well,” he said. “We were compact together, we 
are conceding more goals but credit to the 
other teams as well. 

“We will try to keep more clean sheets but 
there’s always a good team in front of us trying 
to score goals. So we need the same focus, 
same concentration and on to the next one.” 

Alonso is something of a free-kick specialist 
but is keen to add to his tally. 

“Yeah, I hit the post twice already,” he said. 


“When I took the ball for the free-kick at 
Bourne-mouth, everyone was saying ‘Please, 
one inch lower’. 

“I was very happy because it was the goal 
which gave us the chance to relax and make 
the game more comfortable. Hopefully there is 
more to come.” 

• CHELSEA’S under-18s lost for the first time 
since September on Saturday when they went 
down 2-0 away to Manchester City in the 
league. 

The same sides will face each other in the 
two-legged FA Youth Cup final this month. 


The first leg, in Manchester, is on Tuesday, 
April 18 followed by the return at the Bridge 
on Wednesday, April 26 (7.45pm). Tickets are 
£5 for adults and £3 for juniors. 

• CHELSEA’S under-23 development squad 
played at Stamford Bridge on Friday night and 
rewarded the crowd with a fine 3-0 win over 
their Sunderland counterparts. 

Richard Nartey scored the first, followed by 
a brace from Ike Ugbo. 

Next up for Adi Viveash’s side are table-top- 
ping table Everton, then a visit to Derby 
County next month to finish the season. 
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Floyd Ayite 
followed his 
two goals at 
Derby with the 
first in Fulham's 
home win over 
Ipswich 

Picture: Rob Newell 
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Countdown to title glory 


Blues targeting third success against Mourinho’s men 



This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


By Paul Lagan 

ANTONIO Conte is taking his Chelsea 
side up to Old Trafford on Sunday... not 
to park the bus and avoid defeat, but to 
beat Manchester United for the third 
time this season and deal a hammer 
blow to the chasing pack - Tottenham 
Hotspur, in particular. 

Blues know that five more wins will 
secure their sixth Premier League title 
no matter what results second-placed 
Spurs eke out between now and the end 
of the campaign, and Conte has no alter¬ 
native vision other than three points 
against Jose Mourinho’s men. 

The West Londoners have beaten 
United at Stamford Bridge in the league 
and FA Cup already this term. But this 
trip to Manchester will be the toughest 
of the three encounters. 

A 4-0 league drubbing of United was 
followed by a tighter 1-0 cup victory by 
Blues. And Conte will be preparing his 
side on the Cobham training ground 
this week for an extra special occasion. 

But will those defeats become an 
extra motivation for United? 

“I don’t know about this,” said the 
Italian. “I think Manchester United, for 
sure, will have good motivation because 
they are playing against Chelsea - and 
Chelsea is top of the table. Every team 
wants to beat us.” 

The head coach confirmed his inten¬ 
tion of nabbing all available points. 

“Yes, for sure. It’s important now in 
every game to try to take three points, 
including Old Trafford,” he said. 

“We know this game will be very 
tough but we are in good form and the 
players have the right confidence. I 
want to try to win. But in the same way 
that United will try to win too.” 

Chelsea’s 3-1 win at AFC 
Bournemouth on Saturday came hours 
after Spurs’ 4-0 drubbing of Watford - 
and Blues will again be playing after the 
North Londoners at the weekend. Tot¬ 
tenham host Bournemouth on Saturday 
lunch-time, while Chelsea don’t kick-off 
at Old Trafford until 4pm the next after¬ 
noon. How does Conte feel about this? 

“Probably we can find the same situ¬ 
ation as against Bournemouth but in 
England there is no such thing as an 
easy game - and Bournemouth is a good 
team. 

“If you compare these two games - we 
face United away and Tottenham face 
Bournemouth at home -1 think that it’s 
easier for Tottenham to take points in 
their home stadium. But we have to see 
game by game. We know our schedule is 
not easy but we want to play game by 



Marcos Alonso competes with ex-Blues favourite Juan Mata during Chelsea's Premier 
League encounter with Manchester United at the Bridge in October Picture: Rob Newell 


game and prepare in the right way for 
United. I think we are having a good 
season but we want it to become a great 
season.” 

Blues’ FA Cup sixth-round victory 
against United at Stamford Bridge in 
March was a fiery encounter settled by 
N’Golo Kante’s second-half winner. 

“The most important thing is what it 
is on the pitch,” Conte said. “For us it’s 
always important to control our emo¬ 
tion because we are playing and fighting 
to win the title. For sure this game will 
be a tough game. But we are ready to 
play.” 

Following their shock home defeat by 
Crystal Palace, Chelsea bounced back to 
beat Manchester City 2-1 in midweek be¬ 
fore Saturday’s Dorset away day. 

“I think we are showing all season a 
great character,” Conte continued. “We 
have great desire, great will to fight for 
the title. At the start of the season no¬ 
body thought Chelsea could fight for the 
title. But we found the right motivation 
together, and now we stay there at the 


top of the league and we want to change 
the opinion of people.” 

Eden Hazard and Kante have shone 
for Blues this season. Kante even got his 
first goal assist when he set up the Bel¬ 
gian playmaker on Saturday. How much 
is that down to the head coach? 

Conte said: “Yes, the second goal. It 
was a good pass from him. I think 
N’Golo has to improve in this situation. 
If he is able to improve this situation he 
will be a top, top player. We try to work 
with all the players to improve them, to 
add to their strengths and improve their 
weaknesses.” 

On Hazard, he said: “I’m happy for 
him, scoring the goal. He’s doing a good 
job. He’s a great player, a great talent. 
He must understand that he’s a great 
player and don’t forget it. 

“For every coach, his real function is 
not only to win, but to try to improve 
his players and to find the right way to 
work with them to improve physical 
and tactical aspects. A good coach must 
do this - and buy the best players.” 


Conte will only be happy to view this 
season as a success if Chelsea lift some 
silverware. 

“I think it’s better to finish the season 
and see what position we are in,” he 
said. 

“To have a good season, yes, we must 
have a good season. But to become a 
great season and to write history, you 
must win. 

“When you start the season as an un¬ 
derdog it’s greater if you are able to do 
this.” 

While Hazard took the plaudits for his 
involvement in the visitors’ first two 
goals, left wing-back Marcos Alonso 
chipped in, literally, with a spectacular 
free-kick to add to his tally of four goals 
this season. 

The Spain defender is happy with his 
form and confident the side will finish 
the season in style. 

“We knew the Tottenham score before 
the game, so we knew we could only 
win,” said the 26-year-old who cost 
Chelsea £23 million from Fiorentina in 
the summer. 

“We knew it was going to be a tough 
game but I think the team played a good 
90 minutes and we got the three points.” 

What does he expect from Old Traf¬ 
ford on Sunday? 

“We have seven finals left,” he said. 
“Every game is going to be massive. We 
are going to have to play each game as 
the last one because we need the points 
to get closer to the title. 

“Every game we win is a strong mes¬ 
sage for the other teams. We’ve been 
there almost all season, we are showing 
we want to be there, we’re playing very 
good and fighting for it and that’s what 
we need to keep doing.” 

Diego Costa might be the player to 
make the difference at Old Trafford - at 
least Alonso hopes so. 

“He had another couple of chances to 
score against Bournemouth but no 
doubt on Sunday he’ll be there again,” 
he said. 

Alonso even thinks the pressure at 
the top is a good thing. 

“I think the team does well whenever 
we have pressure on us. We know what 
we are playing for, motivation is 100 per 
cent and I think we played a good game. 

“We know the most important thing 
is our result, that’s what we have to 
focus on, especially in training during 
the week so we are ready for the game. 

“The group is fantastic. We all know 
where we are going, we are all going in 
the same direction and that’s very im¬ 
portant. The starting XI and the players 
who are not playing so much, the staff 
are all together. That’s a big thing and 
it’s going very well this year.” 

Alonso does not appear concerned 
that Blues have failed to keep a clean 
sheet since their 2-0 home win against 
Hull City on January 22. 

TURN TO PAGE 27 


Whites facing 
crucial Easter 


Focus on Craven Cottage 


FULHAM go into the 
potentially crucial Easter 
weekend trying to regain a 
top-six place after a turbulent 
few days in the Championship 
promotion race. 

Whites needed Saturday's 3- 
1 home win against Ipswich 
Town to get them back on 
track after a 4-2 midweek 
defeat at Derby County, whose 
own hopes of reaching the 
play-offs have gathered 
momentum in recent weeks. 

The West Londoners have 
slipped back to seventh place, 
two points behind Sheffield 
Wednesday who have enjoyed 
successive victories over two 
teams at opposite ends of the 
table, leaders Newcastle United 
and relegated Rotherham 
United. 

Derby, improving under new 
manager Gary Rowett, have 
narrowed the gap between 
them and Fulham to five 
points, with five league 
matches remaining. 

The picture could look 
different after this weekend, 
when Slavisa Jokanovic's side 
travel to Norwich City on Good 
Friday (3pm) and host Aston 
Villa at Craven Cottage on 
Monday (2.45pm). Sheffield 
Wednesday meet Cardiff City at 
home on Friday before visiting 
W12 on Monday to face 
Queens Park Rangers. 

Floyd Ayite's third goal in 
two games plus strikes from 
Scott Malone and Stefan 
Johansen secured all three 
points against Ipswich and 
Jokanovic said:"I am happy 
with the reaction. After the 
defeat against Derby we were a 
little bit confused why we lost 
the game when we played 
many minutes of good football. 

"But we made the wrong 
decision in crucial moments. 
Today we showed the 
character and our ambition 
and played with confidence. 

"We scored three goals and 
could have scored some more. 
We were in some kind of 
trouble during the game but 
this time we knew better how 
to survive these moments. 

"We should have finished 
the game with a clean sheet, 
we were so close. At the end 
they scored the goal and I'm 
not sure if the situation was 
legal or illegal but, generally, I 
am happy. 

"We are a Championship 
team and there is a massive 
space for us to improve." 

While Fulham continue to 
earn plaudits for their attacking 
instincts, their Serbian head 
coach will be concerned that 
Whites have kept only two 
clean sheets in their last 13 
matches. 

He said: "If I compare teams 
in front of us, like Newcastle or 
Brighton, I am not sure that 
they play better football than 
what we play but I am sure 
they are more solid in crucial 
moments in the game.They 
survive difficult moments 
easier than us. 

"We need to improve. I am 
talking about my team, not just 
the defensive part of Fulham 
but in general. We need to say 
in these moments we will be 
compact, tight and find the 
right distance and stick around 
our goal, and don't give the 
opposition easy goals. 

"In this last (away) game 
against Derby we opened the 
door so easily for them and 
they punished us very hard. We 
must avoid these kind of 
situations and be more 
competitive, brave and 
experienced in these 
moments." 

Tony McDonald 
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